SPIRITUAL COMPROMISE
Objectives

To understand what spiritual compromise is from the example of Lot.
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Can you think of examples of people who started out in a close relationship with God and then found themselves very far from him? Is there something that they did that they had in common?
Lot is a perfect example of someone who experienced spiritual compromise. Let’s see how:
1. Lot was a righteous man (see 2 Peter 2:7-8). Spiritual compromise happens to those who already know God and have some sort of relationship with Him. 
2. Lot’s Choice

Genesis 13:10-13

Lot chose to live in a sinful land because it was a very fruitful and productive land. This is where the problem begins – Lot starts by compromising his values in order to gain wealth.  In his mind possessions were of greater priority than protecting his purity. He may have thought “What’s the big deal? I won’t have anything to do with these people? I will go about my business.” Spiritual compromise usually begins by us forfeiting a spiritual value for an earthly one thinking that everything will be OK.  For example, I may lie or cheat in order to get credit at work for something that I didn’t really do.
3. Spiritual compromise weakens our relationship with God. 

Compare the visitation of God and the angels to Abraham versus the two angel’s visit to Lot (Genesis 18:1-7, and Genesis 19: 1-3.) God visited Abraham but only 2 angels visited Lot. When we first start to walk down the road of spiritual compromise we start to lose sight of God because our priorities start to slowly shift and our focus changes; the love of world, money, or other people starts invading our hearts and God is no longer a priority. The heart and the mind that always stay focused on God are always able to see Him and stay close to Him. 

4. Spiritual compromise makes us lose our moral compass. (Genesis 19:4-8). Once we begin to compromise our values we start to subtly  lose track of what’s wrong and right. Things that were not acceptable before now become Ok. Lot readily offered his two virgin daughters to be raped!! This was something that would totally bring him shame and dishonor but compared to having his guests raped it was ok.  Once a sin enters the heart it makes us lose sight of God’s moral standard, we start measuring things based on our corrupt standard and things become more acceptable. The first time we skip praying at night it hurts our conscience tremendously and the second time as well but bit by bit it becomes common practice. It’s the same thing with any bad habit we fall into.

5. Spiritual compromise ultimately leads to us being in over our heads.  (Genesis 19:9-11). Lot could no longer stand against the men of Sodom had not the angels rescued him. Make no mistake once we give into our passions they ultimately take over us. No one plans on being an alcoholic with the first drink, or a drug addict with the first smoke or a porn addict or an adulterer or a thief or a liar. Once we keep feeding the flesh what it wants, then it controls us and we are living for the flesh. It is very hard to regain control after that. That is why the church teaches us to fast so that our spirits are in control of our bodies and not the other way around. 
6. Spiritual compromise shakes our faith and trust in God (Genesis 19:12-22). Even after all that the angels did for Lot, he still didn’t have faith in God that He would safely lead him to the mountains. Why? Because sin lead to fear. The Bible states that perfect love casts out fear, if we truly love God and He is number one in our lives then we will not be afraid of any earthly disaster and we will not be afraid of Him. But sin leads to enmity with God which instills within us a sense of fear from His punishment. 
7. Spiritual compromise results in the loss of very precious things (Genesis 19: 23-26). In Lot’s case it was his wife. It could be our health, our children as they learn from our example. But the biggest loss would be our salvation.  When we start to compromise with God we slowly drift away without noticing it and we may easily lose sight of our salvation. Someone who chronically lies or judges others or gossips may not see the wrong in their behavior anymore and may not realize that their salvation is at stake.
8. How to avoid spiritual compromise?
A. Identify the weaknesses in your life. In Solomon’s case it was women, in Lot’s case it was wealth. We each have a weakness that if we lose control over it will take over our lives. 

B.  Avoid all situations that will feed this weakness and make it grow. Don’t try to fight it. 

C. Submit to God – asking for help in combating this weakness and allow Him to fight the battle on your behalf. Remember that the struggle is not against flesh and blood but it’s a spiritual battle that only God can fight.

D. Trust in God’s mercy and everlasting kindness. In Lot’s story we find many examples of God’s goodness and His desire for the return of those He loves. He sent the two angels to rescue Lot  from the destruction that was about to befall Sodom and Gomorrah. The angels took Lot and his family by the hand to get them out. Not only that, but God listened to his superficial request to go to Zoar instead of the mountains. Out of His love for Lot, he withheld the destruction till Lot was in Zoar. God deals with us according to our mindset and weakness; He meets us at our level, He listens to our requests and needs even if they don’t make sense to Him.  He works hard for our return to Him because He loves us. 
Conclusion

It is very easy for believers to go down the road of spiritual compromise, that is why the church teaches us to always be awake, and watchful , to test the thoughts and desires that enter our hearts and minds to see whether or not they are from God. A seemingly simple and harmless decision could have dire consequences.

