■■■■■ The Lord Speaks Series ■■■■■
Translated from the Shepherd’s voice Lord Speaks Series Volume 8: The Book of Exodus
Published by St George Sporting Coptic Church, Alexandria, Egypt

“A very Special message!”
“Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth! For the LORD has spoken.” (Isaiah 1:2)

The Holy Bible is a special message and a calling from God to each of us. God speaks through His word and we listen to Him. His word is a very personal message especially for you. When different people read the same passage, we often find that different messages reach the hearts of the different readers.
“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword.” (Hebrews 4:12)

God’s word is powerful and can penetrate one’s being. The Holy Bible can change one’s character tremendously, if he submits to it and hides it in his heart. Reading the Holy Bible and meditating upon it purifies our minds and gives joy to our hearts. It also gives us wisdom, understanding, and peace.
“Strive to read the Holy Bible because it will deliver you from defilement.” St. Moses the Black

“I will keep Your precepts with my whole heart.” (Psalm 119:69)
You will notice that this study relies on deep questions of meditation that will help you focus and open your heart to God so that you may receive his personal message to you. Our goal when we designed this study was to stimulate your thinking so that you can contemplate on this book of the Bible and discover God’s revelations to you.

Tips for individual study:

· Have your own bible, not one that you share with other family members. This will allow you to write your personal contemplations in the margin and will allow you to build a personal relationship with your bible. 

· When you sit down to read your Bible, pray to God that He may open your mind and allow you to hear His voice. St Isaac the Syrian says: “Do not start reading before asking God to grant you to understand the power that dwells in the Book.”
· Read the passage form the Bible and then reread it several times until you comprehend its meaning. You can refer to the difficult words section of this study, located at the beginning of each chapter, to help you understand. 

· Using a pencil, write headings and underline the verses that attract you and write your meditations in the margin. If you need more space, you can write on small pieces of paper and keep them in your Bible.

Tips for group study:
· Group study should not be a substitute for individual study. On the contrary, you will benefit from group study if you study the passage on your own prior to the group study.

· Be willing to get involved in the discussion. The servant or leader will not give a sermon or lecture about the book. He will encourage you to discus and learn.
· Try to contemplate and discuss the issues relating to the topic only so that you will not distract the whole group.

· Listen attentively to all your peers. You will be surprised when you hear their opinions and contemplations. Try to incorporate their contemplations into your own.

· Be encouraging to all who share and actively contribute to the discussion.

· Try not to talk excessively if that prevents others from participating in the discussion.
· Expect God to talk to you personally through the discussion of the passage. Pray to God so that you enjoy the study and that you may spend some holy time with your friends.
■■■■■ The Book of Exodus ■■■■■
“The Lord sets me free …”
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The Book of Exodus is the second book in the Holy Bible. It recounts the story of the exodus of the Israelites from the land of Egypt. The Book of Genesis, the first Book of the Bible, ends with the story of Joseph who brought his family, his father Jacob and his brothers, to live in Egypt. After 430 years, the Israelites multiplied in Egypt and their number reached 2 million souls. They became slaves in Egypt. In the year 1447 BC, the Israelites finally left the land of Egypt under the guidance of Moses.
Divisions of the Book:
· Chapters 1-18:
Redemption
· Chapters 19-40: 
The Law and Worship
■■■■■ Chapter 1: Israelites are slaves in Egypt ■■■■■
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Difficult words:
+ shrewdly (10) - deceive them
+ rigor (13) - harshness or severity
+ mortar (14) - a mixture of cement used between bricks
+ midwives (15) – someone who assists women at childbirth
Questions & Contemplations:
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+ “But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew. And they were in dread of the children of Israel.” (v 12) Pharaoh thought that by persecuting and torturing the Israelites they will become weaker and that their numbers will decrease. However, the opposite happened. Every time he would torture them, they would grow even more.

1. In your opinion, do the hardships that you face make you stronger or do they make you weaker? Explain. (See James 1:2,3 and 1Peter 1:6,7)
2. Did the persecutions that the church faced during the ages of martyrdom weaken her or were they a source of her strength and growth?

+ “But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the male children alive.” (v 17)
3. Fill in the following verses:

“We ought to ……………………………………………………………...” (Acts 5:29)

“For do I now ……………………………………………………………...” (Galatians 1:10)

+“Therefore God dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied and grew very mighty. And so it was, because the midwives feared God, that He provided households for them.” (v 21-22) God rewarded the midwives because they were honest and followed His commandments. “For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown toward His name.” (Hebrews 6:10)
4. Mention a few characters from the Holy Bible who were faithful and followed God’s commandment. How did God reward them? (See Genesis 41:37-46 and Daniel 6:10-28)
Summary of Principles:
1. Do not be afraid from tribulations because they are a reason for your blessing and steadfastness.

2. Hold fast to God’s commandments and trust that He will reward you for your faithfulness.

Prayer: 
My Lord Jesus, I am faced with many tribulations from those around me. Satan constantly tempts me and takes me away from You but You declared to me that You have overcome the world. Give me the strength to abide in You, trusting that You will make the tribulations and wars a source of growth of my love to You. It will allow me to grow closer to You and to acquire a crown from You in heaven.
Puzzles & Fun:
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ACROSS

1. One of the midwives that helped the Israelite women

2. The king of Egypt that afflicted the Israelites

3. The Israelites were …………… in Egypt

DOWN

4. Jacob and his sons moved there

5. One of Jacob’s sons that was sold as a slave in Egypt

6. A Jew who was raised in Pharaoh’s palace

7. Number of the tribes of Israel that were in bondage

■■■■■ Chapter 2: God Manages Moses’ Life ■■■■■
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Difficult Words:

+ ark (3) - chest or box
+ bulrushes (3) - papyrus reeds
+ daubed (3) - to cover or smear
+ troughs (16) - a water vessel
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Questions & Contemplations:

+ “And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Go.’ So the maiden went and called the child’s mother. Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take this child away and nurse him for me, and I will give you your wages.’ So the woman took the child and nursed him.” (v 8,9) God delivered Moses from death in a miraculous way. He planned for him to live in Pharaoh’s palace so that he can learn from the good teachers in the palace. Moreover, it was God’s plan that his mother be present in his life so that she can teach him prayer and God’s commandments.

+ “Now it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out to his brethren and looked at their burdens. And he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren. So he looked this way and that way, and when he saw no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.” (v 11, 12) Moses was concerned to save his fellow Jews but he did that in a wrong way.
1. Do you care about the salvation of your brethren and your family? What could you do for them? (criticize them severely and judge them – avoid dealing with them and look down on them – pray for them and talk to them gently and with love)

+ “Now it happened in the process of time that the king of Egypt died. Then the children of Israel groaned because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry came up to God because of the bondage.” (v 23)

2. What would you do if you felt anxious about a certain sin that Satan has made you a slave of?

+ “So God heard their groaning, and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.” (v 24)
Exercise:

When you pray, make it a habit to remind God of His promises that He promised you in the Bible. For example, if you are troubled remember the promise: “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.” (Psalm 50:15) If you are sick, remember that God said: “I am the LORD who heals you.” (Exodus 15:26)

Summary of Principles:

1. Learn to pray for all those who are around you and try to speak to them in love, with gentleness and kindness.

2. Cry to the Lord when you are troubled and rest assured that He will hear you and help you.

Prayer:

Lord, please teach me to serve my family and friends and everyone who is around me. Teach me to be always concerned for their salvation that they too may experience Your amazing love that You offered us.
Puzzles & Fun:

There are seven differences between the two figures. Can you find them?
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■■■■■ Chapter 3: The Burning Bush ■■■■■
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Difficult Words:

+ heed (18) – listen with care
+ plunder (22) – to take their goods
Questions & contemplations:
[image: image9.jpg]


+ “And behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not consumed.” (v 2) The burning bush is a symbol for St. Mary who carried the fire of the divinity and was not burned by it.

+ “Then He said, ‘Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground.’” (v 5) God asked Moses to take off his shoes because it is made out of animal skin (leather) which symbolizes the works of the body that God wants us to remove whenever we are in His presence.

+ ”But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” (v 11)

1. Compare Moses’ behavior in Exodus 2:11,12 to his behavior in Exodus 3:11 and 4:1-10. What changed about Moses? Does he still depend on his own understanding and power? Did he start to feel his weakness and depend on God?

+ “But I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not even by a mighty hand. So I will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all My wonders which I will do in its midst; and after that he will let you go.” (v 19,20) God prepared Moses by telling him that he will face tribulations and affliction from Pharaoh but He also comforted Moses by telling him that He will be with him and that He will reveal His wonders in front of Pharaoh. Christ also prepared us by saying: “In the world you will have tribulations; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)

Summary of Principles:

1. Depend on God and surrender your life in His hands instead of depending on yourself.
2. Christ has overcome the world and granted you to overcome the world with Him.

Prayer:

Lord, teach me not to depend on my understanding, and my abilities but to ask for Your grace, Your guidance, and Your wisdom that I might depend on You in everything that I do—in my spiritual life, in my service, in my studies, and my work.
■■■■■ Chapter 4: Moses meets with his people ■■■■■
[image: image10.jpg]



Difficult Words:

+ leprous (6) – a disease of the skin

+ eloquent (10) – a persuasive speaker
+ kindled (14) – ignited, stirred up
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Questions & Contemplations:

+ “‘But I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.’ So the LORD said to him, ‘Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes the mute, the deaf, the seeing, or the blind? Have not I, the LORD?’” (v 10,11) If you want to give advice to any of your friends, do not be shy or afraid to advise him with love and humility. God who created your tongue, will give you grace and teach you what you ought to speak.

1. List the similarities between God’s calling to Moses to free the Israelites and God’s calling to Jeremiah (See Jeremiah 1:6-9)
+ “And he himself shall be as a mouth for you, and you shall be to him as God.” (v 16) This verse means that God will deliver His words to Moses and Moses will deliver God’s words to Aaron that he may speak it to the people.
+ “But I will harden his heart.” (v 21) This does not mean that God made Pharaoh to be evil. God granted him many opportunities to repent but every time he refused. Therefore, God stopped granting him His mercy and compassion.

+ “So the people believed; and when they heard that the Lord had visited the children of Israel and that He had looked on their affliction, then they bowed their heads and worshipped.” (v 31)

2. When you receive your grades at the end of the school year, do you go to church and raise your heart toward God in a deep prayer, thanking Him for His work with you?

Summary of Principles:

1. Do not be afraid to speak with your friends about God and His work in your life.

2. No gift is without increase except the one that is not accompanied by thanksgiving.

Prayer:

Lord, when I feel that I am weak and have no power to work like Moses, allow me to raise my eyes to You and seek You. For I know that You will give me a mouth to speak with. You will give me understanding and wisdom to think, and courage and strength to go through all the hardships and problems.
■■■■■ Chapters 5 & 6: Moses meets Pharaoh ■■■■■
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Difficult Words:

+ pestilence (5:3) – a deadly disease
+ quota (5:8) – amount
+ stubble (5:12) – short stalks of grain or hay

+ abhorrent (5:21) – hated, disliked

+ groaning (6:5) – a cry of pain and suffering

+ heritage (6:8) - inheritance

Questions & contemplations:
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+ “And they said to them, “Let the LORD look on you and judge, because you have made us abhorrent in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to kill us.” (5:21) The people murmured and became angry at Moses and Aaron, despite their real concern to save the people from bondage.
1. When you disagree with your parents or your servant in Sunday School on a certain issue, do you obey them without questioning, acknowledging that they know what is good for you? Or do you do murmur against them and see their opinion as a limitation of your freedom?

+ “So Moses returned to the LORD and said, ‘Lord, why have You brought trouble on this people? Why is it You have sent me?’” (5:22) Moses made it a habit to pray to God and depend on Him every time he faces a problem.
2. Did you try to go to God when you fall in a tribulation and to entreat Him to be with you and be glorified by solving your problem?
“Therefore say to the children of Israel: ‘I am the LORD; I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians … and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and … I will take you as My people … So Moses spoke thus to the children of Israel; but they did not heed Moses, because of anguish of spirit and cruel bondage.” (6:6-9) God promised the Israelites that He will bring them out of Egypt with a strong arm but they did not listen to his promise and did not trust in Him.
3. Read chapter 11 from the epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews and compare the status of the Israelites to the men of faith (Hebrews 11:13). Which group would you like to belong to?

Summary of Principles:

1. Learn to obey your father of confession, your parents, your Sunday School servant because they love you and seek your good.

2. How lovely is it to read God’s word in faith, trusting in God’s promises to you!
Prayer:

Lord, help me not to act hastily when judging matters. Help me not to murmur and complain but teach me to wait patiently for your salvation, trusting that You are always planning every good thing for me.
Puzzles & Fun:

How are each of these two characters related?
Moses is the ……………..………….. of Zipporah
Moses is the ……………………..….. of Aaron

Moses is the ………………………… of Jochebed

Aaron is the ………………………… of Nadab

Jethron is the …………….…………. of Gershom
Moses is the …………….………….. of Miriam
Moses is the …………………….….. of Amram
Aaron is the ………………….…….. of Elemazar
Aaron is the …………………..……. of Ithamar
Jethron is the ………………............ of Moses
Aaron is the ………………….…….. of Abihu
■■■■■ Chapters 7-10: The Ten Plagues ■■■■■
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Difficult Words:
+ loathe (7:18) – greatly dislike
+ smite (8:2) – strike

+ swarm (8:21) – a great number, flying together

+ abomination (8:26) – anything wicked or vile
+ boils (9:9) – a pus-filled inflammation of the skin

+ flax (9:31) – a slender plant cultivated for its fiber
+ spelt (9:32) – a kind of wheat

+ locusts (10:4) – a kind of grasshopper

+ hoof (10:26) – horny coverings of animal digits
Questions & contemplations:

+ “And Moses was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-three years old when they spoke to Pharaoh.” (7:7)

1. Why did God choose Moses to lead the people through the desert, although he was 80 years old at that time? Why didn’t God choose a strong young man instead? (2Corinthians 12:9,10) and (Joel 3:10)

+ Moses was 40 years old when he killed the Egyptian. He then fled to the wilderness and stayed there for 40 years, while God prepared him so that he might start his service.

2. Do you not think that this period is too long? Why?

+ “But Pharaoh called also the wise men and the sorceress; so the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments.” (7:11)

3. Pharaoh relied on the sorceress and magicians when he was faced with a problem. Whom do you seek when you are in trouble?
+ “For every man threw down his rod, and they became serpents. But Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods.” (7:12) Notice that in the beginning the sorcerers were successful in imitating Aaron using the power of Satan. At the end, however, victory belongs to the power of God.
+ “And Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, as the LORD had said.” (7:13)
4. How do you react when you hear God’s voice through reading the Bible or through those around you: your father of confession, servant at church, family or friends? Do you respond to His voice or harden your heart?
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List one example from the Bible that illustrates how God’s word acts differently on different people depending upon the readiness of their hearts. (Luke 8:4-15)

+ When Pharaoh refused to let the children of Israel leave Egypt, God tortured them with the ten plagues to reveal His power to them. He also revealed the weakness of the Egyptians and their gods. The Egyptians at that time worshipped different idols, including the Nile, the sun, and some animals such as the bull.
+ “He who feared the word of the LORD among the servants of Pharaoh made his servants and his livestock flee to the houses. But he who did not regard the word of the LORD left his servants and his livestock in the field.” (9:20-21)

6. How do you respond to God’s word? Are you eager to follow it with all your heart or do you only care to listen to it? (John 3:18)

+ “Our livestock also shall go with us; not a hoof shall be left behind.” (10:26) Moses made sure that nothing, even if small, would remain under bondage. If you would like to be set free from Satan’s bondage, cast out every evil from your heart and do not allow any part of it, even if small, to be a place where sin dwells. Instead, allow your heart to belong completely to the Lord.

+ “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.” (Deuteronomy 6:5)

+ Verses 8:12-13, 8:30-31, 9:33 and 10:18,19 illustrate the strength of Moses’ prayer and how God answered it.
7. List examples of saints from the Bible and church history whose prayers were so strong that they were able to work wonders. Their prayers stopped the rain from coming down and then permitted to fall while others moved mountains. Would you like your prayers to be like theirs? (1 Kings 17:1, 1 Kings 18:41-46)

+ Note how in verses 8:22-23, 9:4, 9:26, and 10:23 God took special care of His people and protected them from every evil.

8. Do you feel special being a son of God or do you feel that you are like the sons of this world? What are the special gifts that God gave you as His son? (the Holy Spirit inside of you, the church, etc)
+ Note that during the ten plagues, God was patient and gave Pharaoh many opportunities to repent but every time Pharaoh refused to obey God and hardened his heart. “But You, O Lord, are a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering and abundant in mercy and truth.” (Psalm 86:15) Likewise, God gives you many chances each day to repent. Try not to waste these chances because “the goodness of God leads you to repentance” (Romans 2:4).
Summary of Principles:
1. God is not concerned about your age, appearance, or personal abilities but he cares about your heart.

2. Trust that at the end victory is always to the Lord, even if things appear to be the opposite in the beginning.
3. God may speak to you through the Bible, a friend, your family, or even someone you do not know. Do not harden your heart towards God’s word.

Prayer:

My Lord Jesus, Pharaoh’s heart was very hard. How many times did You try to warn Him?! But he did not repent from his deeds and did not let Your people go, despite the plagues that your brought upon him. Lord, give me an obedient heart and attentive ears so that I may listen to Your voice.

Puzzles & Fun:
Put the Ten Plagues in order and list the reference for each:

(
) Blood





(
) the death of the first-borns

(
) Darkness




(
) Flies

(
) Frogs





(
) Hail

(
) Locusts




(
) Boils
(
) Lice





(
) the death of the livestock
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There are 20 locusts hidden in this picture. Can you find all of them?
■■■■■ Chapters 11-12: The Lamb of the Passover ■■■■■
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Difficult Words:
+ twilight (12:6) –the evening; from sunset to nightfall
+ lintel (12:7) –horizontal structure above the door

+ unleavened bread (12:8) –bread that is made 
   without yeast

+ convocation (12:16) – an assembly of believers
+ hyssop (12:22) –a kind of plant or herb

+ plundered (12:36) –to take away, rob

+ provisions (12:40) –supplements, stock
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+ solemn (12:42) –earnest, serious

Questions & Contemplations:

+ “And the LORD gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover the man Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants and in the sight of the people.” (11:3)

1. List examples of people from the Holy Bible whom God gave favor in the eyes of those around them. (Genesis 39:4,21), (Nehemiah 2:1-8), (Daniel 1:9)

+ The Lamb of the Passover was a symbol of Christ in many aspects:

1. “Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year.” (12:5)

The Lord Christ is the Lamb of God who is without blemish.

2. “Then they shall eat the flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with unleavened bread and with bitter herbs they shall eat it.” (12:8)
This symbolizes Christ’s passion.

3. “And thus you shall eat it: with a belt on your waist, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. So you shall eat it in haste.” (12:11)
God wants us to be diligent and serious in our prayers, repentance, fasts, and struggles.
4. “And when I see the blood, I will pass over you.” (12:13)

The blood of the lamb protected the people from death and destruction. Likewise, the Blood of Christ saves us from the death of sin.

+ “Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall remove leaven from your houses. For whoever eats leavened bread from the first day until the seventh day, that person shall be cut off from Israel.” (12:15) Leaven is a small thing that causes the whole dough to become leavened. This is why the Holy Bible uses it as a symbol for sin. “A little leaven leavens the whole lump.” (1 Corinthians 5:6)

2. If you have an irresponsible friend among many others who love God, do you feel how dangerous this friend could be to you?

+ “And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “This is the ordinance of the Passover: No foreigner shall eat it.” (12:43) It was not permitted for a foreigner (an unbeliever) to enjoy the Passover. Likewise in the New Testament, the unbelievers do not enjoy the gift of partaking from Christ’s Body and Blood in the Holy Communion.
Summary of Principles:

1. Your fellowship with God will give you favor in the sight of those around you.

2. Do not deal lightly with sin. Sin, even if small, will greatly affect your heart.

Prayer:

My Lord Jesus, I thank You for being the Lamb of the Passover in the New Testament. You came and offered Yourself as a sweet sacrifice on the cross for my salvation.

Puzzles & Fun:
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There are 15 frogs hidden in this picture. See if you can find all of them!

■■■■■ Chapter 13: Consecrating the Firstborns ■■■■■
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Difficult Words:

+ consecrate (2) – dedicate to the service of God

+ ordinance (10) – rite, practice, statute 

+ redeem (13) – sacrifice an animal instead
Questions & Contemplations:

+ “Consecrate to Me all the firstborn, whatever opens the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and beast; it is Mine.” (v 2) God asked the Israelites to offer their firstborns to Him. We should always give God priority in our lives.

1. Do you pray when you have time or do you make prayer a priority in your life? Do you give an offering from your money at the end of the month if there is something left or do you make it a point to give at the beginning of each month?

+ “And you shall tell your son in that day, saying, ‘This is done because of what the LORD did for me when I came up from Egypt.” (v 8) 

+ “So it shall be, when your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What is this?’ that you shall say to him, ‘By strength of hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.” (v 14)

2. Do you care to speak to your friends about God? Do you encourage them to pray and read the Bible?

+ “Then it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God did not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, “Lest perhaps the people change their minds when they see war, and return to Egypt.” (v 17) God did not allow the people to go the land of the Philistines right away. They had to experience God’s care and the sweetness of living with Him first. This allowed them to trust in Him without doubt, when faced with wars. Likewise, God does not allow us to go through temptations that are beyond our spiritual abilities. “God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.” (1 Corinthians 10:13)

+ “And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go by day and night.” (v 21) How great is God’s care for His people! He took care of the Israelites at all times, by day and by night.

3. Complete the following:

1. Behold, He who keeps Israel …………………………………………………………………………... (Psalm 121:4)

2. I will instruct you ………………………………………………………………………….…………………... (Psalm 32:8)

3. Casting all …………………………………………………………………………………………………………. (1 Peter 5:7)

4. See, I have ……………………………………………………………………….................................. (Isaiah 49:16)

Summary of Principles:
1. Do not offer to God the remainder of your time, efforts, or money but rather give Him the best of what you have.

2. How beautiful it is to feel that your life is within God’s hands and that you are always under His wings.

Prayer:

My Lord Jesus, I want You to be first in my life. I want to start my day with You. I want Your Holy Name to be the first thing I start my work and studies with. In my pains and problems, You are the first One, whom I seek and depend on.
■■■■■ Chapters 14-15: Crossing the Red Sea ■■■■■
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Difficult words:

+ triumphed (15:1) – was victorious
+ stubble (15:7) – stalks of grain or hay

+ congealed (15:8) – to make a liquid solid
+ spoil (15:9) – plunder, booty of a war

+ diligently (15:26) – with all your heart and effort

Questions & Contemplations:

+ 14:10-14

1. Compare Moses’ reaction and the people’s reaction when they saw the Egyptians following them. (See 2 Kings 6:8-23)

+ 14:19-31: Our God is a God of wonders. He performs miracles to save His children.

2. Using 14:19-31, list God’s works in the lives of the Israelites to deliver them from the Egyptians

3. The following conversation took place between the people:

Ephraim: 
The Egyptian soldiers are surrounding us here in the wilderness.

Eleazar: 
We should have never left Egypt.

Lamech: 
I’m sure they will kill us here. We should have just stayed in Egypt instead of dying in the desert

Moses:
Do not be afraid and wait to see what God will do with us

Ephraim:
Moses went to pray again.

Eleazar:
But what will prayer do?! The sea is in front of us and Pharaoh is surrounding us from the other side. How will we ever escape?

Suddenly, Moses raised his rod and God sent strong wind that parted the sea. 

Complete this dialogue.
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+ The crossing of the Red Sea was a symbol of baptism in the New Testament. The Israelites started a new life by crossing the sea, away from Pharaoh’s bondage. Likewise, baptism allows us to start a new holy life with God.
4. Find examples in the Bible, where God used nature in a special way for the good of His people. See Joshua 3:10 and Jonah 1:17.

+ 15:1-19: Moses and the children of Israel praised God by chanting the praise of victory. This victory is a symbol for the salvation, which Christ granted us on the cross. This is why we find the church putting this event in the daily praises (Tasbeha) in the First Canticle (Hos). 

+ “And the people complained against Moses, saying, ‘What shall we drink?’” (15:24)

5. Do you sometimes forget God’s work with you? How do you thank Him for His love and care?

Exercise:

Try to learn the hymn of the First Canticle and contemplate upon its meanings. This will allow you to enjoy the feeling of victory that the people experienced after crossing the sea.

Summary of Principles:

1. God is willing to change or move the entire universe for you, if you are faithful in living with Him.

2. Praising God is the highest level of prayer.

Prayer:

 Lord, You have redeemed Your people with a strong arm and freed them from the bondage of Pharaoh. You led them to a new land. Stretch Your hand to me, Lord, and free me from the bondage of sin, so that I may live a new life with You full of victory and joy.
Fun & Puzzles:

When you open the Psalmody Book to participate in the Praises in the church, you will find that part of it is taken from Exodus 15. See if you can figure out which part!
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■■■■■ Chapter 16: God feeds His people ■■■■■

Difficult Words:

+ quota (4) – a certain fixed amount

+ twilight (12) – the evening; from sunset to nightfall

+ quail (13) – a small migratory bird

+ omer (16) – a Hebrew measure equal to about ½ gallon

+ coriander (31) – an herb; also called cilantro

+ ephah (36) – a Hebrew measure equal to one bushel or 35 liters
Questions & Contemplations:

+ “And Moses said, ‘Let no one leave any of it till morning.’ Notwithstanding they did not heed Moses. But some of them left part of it until morning, and it bred worms and stank. And Moses was angry with them.” (v 19, 20)

1. In your opinion, why did God ask His people not to keep any of the manna until the next morning? (Matthew 6:11,25,34)

+ “And when the sun became hot, it melted.” (v 21) God wanted the people to wake up early because: “Those who seek me diligently will find me.” (Proverbs 8:17)
Exercise:

Make it a habit to wake up early so that you can go to liturgy from the beginning or pray the Prime Prayer. God does not like laziness.

2. After reading this chapter, what is the manna? What are its characteristics? And what are the prerequisites to eat from it? What does the manna symbolize in the New Testament?

Summary of Principles:

1. Do not worry too much about tomorrow. Surrender your life in the Lord’s hands and rest assured that He will take care of you and manage all aspects of your life.

2. Beware of laziness. It is a door for many sins.

Prayer:

Lord, the manna in the Old Testament was a symbol for Your pure Body in the New Testament. Lord, allow me to be filled with Your Body, the Bread of Life that comes down from Heaven.
■■■■■ Chapters 17-19: Water from a Rock ■■■■■

Difficult Words:
+ contended (17:2) – argued

+ heeded (18:24) – listened to

+ trembled (19:16) – shook of fear
Questions & Contemplations:

+ “And the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses.” (17:3)

“Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.” (17:6)


1. Was there a time when you complained against God and later found out that He actually meant it what you complained about for your good?

+ “And so it was, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed.” (17:11)

Moses raised his hands in the shape of a cross so that the people might win the war. In doing so, God declared to us the sign of the cross as the sign of victory.

Exercise:

Make it a habit to do the sign of the cross throughout your day on everything. The cross is a great power that defeats the devil.

+ “Now he had said to Moses, ‘I, your father-in-law Jethro, am coming to you with your wife and her two sons with her.’” (18:6) Moses obeyed God and left his wife, children, and his house and went to fulfill the mission that God entrusted him with. He was diligently involved with this mission more than with his personal life. After his mission, God sent him his wife and children before he even asked.

+ “Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes. And let them be ready for the third day. For on the third day the LORD will come down upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.” (19:10,11)

God asked Moses to consecrate the people bodily and spiritually so that they may be ready to meet Him.

2. How do you prepare yourself to meet God in the liturgy or in your personal prayers?

+ “Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked greatly.” (19:18) God did not want to scare the people but He wanted to reveal Himself to them so that they may know Him and believe in His strength and His existence among them.

3. In your opinion, how does God reveal Himself to us in the New Testament? (1 John 1:1-2)

Summary of Principles:

1. The sign of the cross is victory to the saints.

2. Trust that God is very close to you. He is inside of you and directs you.

Prayer:

Lord, help me not to forget Your many gifts but to always remember Your sweet work in my life that I may rejoice in it and thank You for it.
Fun & Puzzles:

Who said the following?

+ “Let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and it happen, in the event of war, that they also join our enemies and fight against us.”

+ “I am not eloquent, neither before nor since You have spoken to Your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.”

+ “Because there were no graves in Egypt, have you taken us away to die in the wilderness?”

+ “All that the LORD has spoken we will do.”

■■■■■ Chapter 20: The Ten Commandments ■■■■■
Difficult Words:

+ hewn stone – stone that has been beaten to form it
Questions & Contemplations:

In this chapter, God gives His people the Ten Commandments.

+ “You shall have no other gods before Me.” (v 3) Do not leave a place for any sin or love to the world in your life so that you will not be slave to it.

1. Verses 4-6: Do you think that the carved images are only the stony statues? Can smoking, television, music, movies, or food become carved images that keep you away from God? And how so?

+ “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.” (v 7) In the Old Testament, the Lord allowed His people to swear in His name so that they might be proud of this glorious name and so that it may distinguish them from the rest of the nations. This would allow them to abide in Him.
+ Verses 8-10: In the Old Testament, Saturday was the day of the Lord. In the New Testament, however, Sunday is the day of the Lord in commemoration of the Lord’s resurrection.
2. Do you feel that Sunday is a special day, different than the rest of the week? Do you try to get closer to God through prayer on that day? Do you try to sit a quietly with your bible?

+ “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the LORD your God is giving you.” (v 12) There is a difference between obeying our parents and honoring them. Honoring them involves serving them, even when they do not ask, so God may be pleased with us and bless us.

3. How do you serve your parents and obey them?

+ “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.” (v 16) Bearing false witness is being unfaithful towards someone else.

+ “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox …” (v 17)
Exercise:
Instead of coveting your neighbor, try to thank God for everything He has given you.

+ “Then they said to Moses, “You speak with us, and we will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest we die.” (v 19) This is the fruit of sin. It separates us from God and makes us feel that we cannot come close to Him through praying, reading the Bible, or taking communion.

+ In the New Testament, God redefined the commandment. God wants us to consecrate our hearts and minds out of which sin starts.

4. Compare the commandments of swearing, murdering, and adultery in this chapter to Matthew 5:21-37.

5. The following references are some of Jesus’ commandments in the New Testament. Which of Ten Commandments do they correspond to? 

	Math 4:10
	“You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.”
	Commandment 

……………..

	Luke 16:13
	“No servant can serve two masters ... You cannot serve God and mammon”
	Commandment 

……………..

	Matt 5:34
	“But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne”
	Commandment 

……………..

	Mark 2:27-28
	“The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.”
	Commandment 

……………..

	Matt 5:22
	“I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment.”
	Commandment 

……………..

	Matt 5:28
	“Whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”
	Commandment 

……………..

	Matt 12:36
	“But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment.”
	Commandment 

……………..

	Luke 12:15
	“Take heed and beware of covetousness.”
	Commandment 

……………..


Summary of Principles:

1. Do not become attached to earthly things that might take you away from God. Let your heart always be concerned with heaven.

2. Honor your father and mother for this is the first commandment with a promise. God promised great things to those who follow it.

3. “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23)

Prayer:

Lord, in the Old Testament, the commandments were written on two blocks of stone. Please, let these commandments be written inside of my heart so that I may diligently seek to follow them and live by them.
■■■■■ Chapters 21-24: The Law of Moses ■■■■■

Difficult Words:

+ awl 21:6 –  pointed instrument used for making holes in leather
+ deceitfully 21:8 – misleading, cheating
+ premeditation 21:14 – plotting in advance
+ treachery 21:14 – betrayal, violation of faith
+ gore 21:28 – to pierce
+ restitution 22:3 – restoration of property
+ circumspect 23:13 – watchful and cautious
Questions & Contemplations:

+ The people of Israel lived in Egypt under the Egyptian laws. After they left Egypt, they suddenly had no law to govern them. Because the people were still inexperienced, God gave them the Mosaic Law (Law of Moses) to care for their spiritual salvation, as well as their health needs, their social problems, their farming needs.
+ "Anyone who attacks his father or his mother must be put to death.” (21:15)
"Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.” (21:17)
These two verses show how much God values honoring one’s father and mother.

+ “But I will not drive them out in a single year, because the land would become desolate and the wild animals too numerous for you. Little by little I will drive them out before you, until you have increased enough to take possession of the land.” (23:29,30)

God saw that acquiring the land quickly will cause the land to become desolate because the children of Israel were small in number to occupy this huge area of prosperous land. Therefore, God allowed the people to conquer the land gradually, so that the land might become stay prosperous. Likewise, do not become dismayed when God does not fulfill your desires right away. Be assured, however, that He will fulfill them in the appropriate time. This is also true of our spiritual life where we grow gradually. 

+ “Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights.” (24:18)

1. In your opinion, why didn’t God give Moses the law on the first day but rather waited 40 days?

2. Do you feel the importance and the respect that should be bestowed on God’s Word, the Bible? Why?

Summary of Principles:

1. Do not become weary, when God does not fulfill your spiritual and bodily desires straight away. There is a time for everything and God will choose the appropriate time to fulfill all your needs.
2. Fill yourself up with God’s Word so that you may not hunger for the world.

Prayer:

Lord, I live in the midst of this world. Do not allow the ideology and sinful thinking of this world to enter my heart. Make me, Lord, to live by your commandments and may my mind become like Yours. Father, make me to revere and respect Your written Word that I have within my hands. Lord, make to realize that Your word is not like any other book. Let me not read it with apathy and haste but give me the desire and motivation to do what I read and learn.
Puzzles & Fun:

Arrange the letters in the shaded boxes to find the name of person who is known for praising God in the book of Exodus.

(1) “But the more they afflicted them, the more they ………………………… (Exodus 1:12)

(2) “By this you shall know that I ………………… the (3)…..……………………. (Exodus 7:17)

(4) “And ………………………..was eighty years old.” (Exodus 7:7)

(5) “I will ……………………………. be with you.” (Exodus 3:12) 
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■■■■■ Chapters 25-31: The Tabernacle ■■■■■
The Tabernacle of Meeting

“And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.” (25:8) The Lord longed to dwell among His people. God, therefore, asked Moses to gather the people to build the Tabernacle. God did not leave Moses to guess but provided him with the finest details of how to build the Tabernacle and all its contents.
The Tabernacle was divided into three parts:

1. The Holy of Holies, where the Ark of the Covenant and the Mercy Seat were placed

2. The Holy, where the Golden Lamp Stand, the Altar of Incense, and the Table of Showbread were placed

3. The Outer Courtyard, where the Altar of Sacrifices and the Bronze Laver were placed
The Ark of the Covenant and the Mercy Seat (25:10-22)


God asked Moses to make an ark and to place the Two Tablets, “the Testimony”, (25:16) in it. Later, the Pot of Manna and Aaron’s rod were also placed inside of the Ark (Hebrews 9:4). These three items all represent a covenant between God and man. This is why it is called the Ark of the Covenant. The Ark symbolizes St. Mary who bore Christ inside of her womb. The Mercy Seat which was placed over the Ark is also a symbol for St. Mary. God descended upon the Mercy Seat and spoke to Moses through it with all His glory (25:22). Likewise, God descended into the womb of St Mary with all His glory.


The Table of Showbread (25:23-30)

The Showbread, literally the “Bread of the Face”, was called by this name because it is placed in God’s presence at all times (25:30). It declares to the people that God is responsible for filling them. The Table of Showbread, on which the bread is placed, symbolizes the altar of the New Testament and the Showbread symbolizes the Lord’s Body that fills us at all times.
1. Are you aware of the holiness of the Lord’s Body and Blood that are present every day on the altar? Do you fill yourself from this table that the Lord prepares for you?
The Golden Lamp Stand (25:31-40)


The Golden Lamp Stand symbolizes St. Mary. She carried the True Light in her womb. Christ is the Sun of Righteousness who brings light to every man: “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12).
The Posts of the Tabernacle of Meeting (26:1-31)

God wanted to protect His dwelling place so it may become the place that the believers seek for protection from this evil of the world.

The Altar of Sacrifices (27:1-8)

Different kinds of sacrifices were offered on this altar. All of them symbolized Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.
The Altar of Incense (30:1-10)


The Altar of Incense was still called an altar, even though no animal sacrifices were offered on it. It represents the other kinds of sacrifices such as the sacrifices of prayer, praise, thanksgiving and giving. 

“Let my prayer be set before You as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.” (Psalm 141:2)
2. How can your heart be an altar, on which sacrifices of constant prayer and praise are offered?

The Bronze Laver (30:17-21)
The priest had to wash his hands and feet in order to be clean and pure when appearing before the Lord. The Laver was a symbol for baptism, by which we purify ourselves in order to enjoy the mysteries of the church.

The Priestly Garments

+ “Now take Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of Israel, that he may minister to Me as priest, Aaron and Aaron’s sons: Nadab, Abihu, Elemazar, and Ithamar.” (28:1) God called certain people to become priests and not everyone. Likewise in the New Testament, the service of the priesthood is not given to anyone but only to those who are chosen by God. “And no man takes this honor to himself, but he who is called by God, just as Aaron was.” (Hebrews 5:4)


+ “So Aaron shall bear their names before the LORD on his two shoulders as a memorial” (28:12). God asked Moses to put two stones on the shoulders of the high priest’s garment and to inscribe the names of the children of Israel on them. The people with all their weaknesses, burdens, and needs are thus carried on the high priest’s shoulders. Today, you also are carried on the shoulders of the priest every time he stands in front of the altar.
+ “So Aaron shall bear the names of the sons of Israel on the breastplate of judgment over his heart, when he goes into the holy place, as a memorial before the LORD continually” (28:29). Every time the priests wore his priestly garments to stand before God, he had the people inscribed on his heart. Today, the priest also inscribes his congregation on this heart.
 + In chapter 29, God gives Moses the rites by which Aaron and his sons may be consecrated as priests. Likewise in the New Testament, the new priest spends 40 days in the monastery to prepare himself for his service.

Prayer:

Lord, you have prepared the Tabernacle of Meeting so that You may dwell among Your people. Lord, create in my heart a holy sanctuary for You, so that You may dwell in it with all Your glory and find Your place of Your rest in it.

Puzzles & Fun:

Put the following events in chronological order:

(
) The Exodus





(
) The Birth of Moses

(
) God gives the Ten Commandments


(
) The Israelites enter Canaan

(
) Building the Tabernacle of Meeting


(
) The Israelites in Egypt

(
) God chooses Moses




(
) The Israelites in the wilderness

(
) The Israelites complain in the wilderness

(
) The Ten Plagues

(
) Crossing the Red Sea




(
) The Passover
■■■■■ Chapter 32: The Gold Calf ■■■■■
Difficult Words:

+ stick-necked (9) - very stubborn
+ relent (12) – become forgiving, soften one’s feelings
Questions & Contemplations:


+ “Come, make us gods that shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” (v 1)

The people forgot what God had done with them so far and started looking for other gods.

1. How can you put God in front of you all day long and not forget Him? (Jesus’ prayer, remember God’s work with you, …)
+ “LORD, why does Your wrath burn hot against Your people whom You have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand?” (v 11) “Yet now, if You will forgive their sin—but if not, I pray, blot me out of Your book which You have written.” (v 32)
Moses pleaded before God on behalf of the people that He may forgive them their sins. God did in fact hear Moses’ supplication.
2. Do you care to pray for your family, friends, classmates, and all those around you? Do you feel your responsibility towards them?

+ “So Moses’ anger became hot, and he cast the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain.” (v 19)

The Holy Bible did not omit the mistakes and sins of the fathers, prophets, and saints. This teaches us that we all are weak and prone to sin. What is important, however, is that we hurry to repent and confess when we sin.

Summary of Principles:

1. Make it a habit to repeat Jesus’ name in your heart throughout the day so that you many not forget the Lord.
2. You are responsible for those around you by praying for them and giving them advice.

Prayer:

Lord, teach me to widen my heart so that I may pray, not only for my private needs, but for the needs and problems of my family, friends, and even everyone else around me.

■■■■■ Chapter 33: God’s friend, Moses ■■■■■
Difficult Words:

+ cleft (23) – a split, opening, indentation
Questions & Contemplations:

+ “Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; for I will not go up in your midst, lest I consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-necked people.” (v 3)

“Say to the children of Israel, ‘You are a stiff-necked people. I could come up into your midst in one moment and consume you. Now therefore, take off your ornaments, that I may know what to do to you.’” (v 5)

God cannot bear sin. God cannot live among us, unless we cast away sin from our hearts. This is what the Israelites did (v 6) so that the Lord may live among them once again.

+ “So the LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.” (v 11)
Moses had a special place in God’s heart. He spoke to him as if He was speaking to a friend.

1. Find verses from the Holy Bible that illustrate how God deals with us as friends and children. (Matthew 6:9, John 15:15, Proverbs 8:31)

+ “And He said, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” (v 14)

Moses knew that without the Lord’s guidance they would not be able to come one step closer to the Promise Land.

2. Complete the following:

“I am ………………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………..” (John 14:6)

“He will feed …………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………..” (Isaiah 40:11)

“Now thanks be to God ………………………………………………………………………….….

…………………………………………………………………………………” (2 Corinthians 2:14)

+ “For how then will it be known that Your people and I have found grace in Your sight, except You go with us? So we shall be separate, Your people and I, from all the people who are upon the face of the earth.” (v 16)

3. What distinguishes you as a Christian from the rest of the people?

+ “And he said, “Please, show me Your glory.” (v 18) 

Moses longed to see God’s face and His glory.

4. What does your heart long for? Do you long towards God?

+ “But He said, ‘You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live.’” (v 20)

In the Old Testament, man did not have the grace to be able to see God. In the New Testament, we are privileged with God’s grace through the Holy Spirit. This allows us not only to see God but to also be united with Him and take Him inside of us in the Sacrament of Communion.
Summary of Principles:

1. Speak with God as a friend. Open your heart to Him with all your problems and concerns and rest assured that He will extend His hand to you.

2. If God is not the leader of your heart, you will not be able to move one step closer towards God’s kingdom.

3. Long for spiritual things and not the things of the flesh.

Prayer:

Lord, extend Your hand and purify my heart from the thorns of sin so that I may be worthy to see You and indulge in You. Help me to always long for You, just like Moses did.

Puzzles & Fun:

Complete the following verses and puzzle:

1. “I am the LORD who ………………. you.” (Exodus 15:26)                             
2. “Who is like You, O LORD, among the ………………….. ?” (Exodus 15:11)

3. “Do not be ……………………. . Stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD” (Exodus 14:13)

4. “I, the LORD your God, am a ………………………… God” (Exodus 20:5)

5.  “Behold, I send an ………………………… before you to keep you in the way” (Exodus 23:20)
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■■■■■ Chapter 34: God renews His covenant ■■■■■

Questions & Contemplations:
+ “And the LORD said to Moses, “Cut two tablets of stone like the first ones, and I will write on these tablets the words that were on the first tablets which you broke.” (v 1) God wanted Moses to understand the importance of the two tablets that he broke. This is why He asked Moses to cut the tablets this time.

+ “And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin.” (v 6,7)

1. What are some examples from the Holy Bible that demonstrate that Christ loves sinners and accepts their repentance, regardless of their sin? (Luke 15, Luke 7:36-50, John 8:2-11)
+ Verses 11-16

God wanted His people to be holy and to not mingle with adulterers and evildoers. God cannot bear sin and does not want His people to learn sin by mingling with the evildoers.

2. Complete the following verses:
“Do not be ……………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………… (2 Corinthians 6:14)

“You cannot …………………………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………………. (1 Corinthians 10:21)

“And have no …………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………. (Ephesians 5:11)

+ “Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone while he talked with Him.” (v 29)

Likewise, when we cling to God, He gives us grace and we acquire these beautiful attributes from Him.

Summary of Principles:
1. Do not become desperate of your sin and weakness but surrender yourself in the open bosom of your Father. He is waiting anxiously for your return.

2. Do not sit among the evildoers so that you will not acquire evil from them.

Prayer:
Lord, Your glory shone on Moses’ face because of His deep relationship with You. Lord, allow me to build a relationship with You so that Your light, grace, and beautiful attributes may be reflected on me, as well.
■■■■■ Chapter 35: The people’s offerings ■■■■■

Questions & Contemplations:

+ “Take from among you an offering to the LORD.” (v 5)

1. What can you offer to God? Your tithes, part of your allowance? Your effort, your time to help those in need?

2. Complete the following verses:

“It is more blessed …………………………………………………………………….” (Acts 20:35)

“God loves ……………………………………………………………………..” (2 Corinthians 9:7)
“He who has pity ……………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………... (Proverbs 19:17)

+ “And Moses said to the children of Israel, “See, the LORD has called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; and He has filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom and understanding, in knowledge and all manner of workmanship, to design artistic works, to work in gold and silver and bronze, in cutting jewels for setting, in carving wood, and to work in all manner of artistic workmanship. (v 30,31)
3. Do you trust that God’s Holy Spirit, who lives in you, gives you wisdom and understanding in all your daily activities like studying and understanding your assignments? Or do you think that God does not care about these areas of your life? (3 John 1:2, Nehemiah 2:20, 2 Timothy 1:7, Proverbs 3:5)

Summary of Principles:

1. The Lord Christ offered Himself on the cross for us. The smallest offering we can offer him is our lives.

2. God cares about your success in all areas of your life. Do not become lazy in your studies but be studious.

Prayer:

Lord, all the people offered You offerings to build the Tabernacle. Please help me to find something, even if small, to offer to You and bring joy to Your heart.
■■■■■ Chapters 36-40 ■■■■■
1. Why did God mention the specifications of the Tabernacle of Meeting one more time?

The Holy Bible shows us that the handworkers who built the Tabernacle cared about every detail that God commanded them. 

+ 40:34-38

The Tabernacle was a symbolical copy of the church of the New Testament, where God may dwell with His great glory and divinity. Likewise, our hearts are a temple, where God dwells and descends with all His glory.
“Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1Corinthians 3:16)

1-7:	The Israelites multiply in Egypt


8-14:	The Israelites become slaves


15-22:	Pharaoh’s order to kill all males





1-4:	The birth of Moses


5-10:	Moses is rescued


11-15:	Moses kills the Egyptians and fleas


16-25:	Moses marries in the land of Median





1-5:	God appears to Moses from the bush


6-14:	God calls Moses


15-22:	God promises to free the Israelites





1-9:	God strengthens Moses with 3 miracles


10-17:	God calls upon Aaron to help Moses


18-23:	Moses leaves Midian and returns to Egypt


27-31:	Moses and Aaron speak with the elders of Israel





5: 1-5:    Moses meets with Pharaoh


5:6-18:   Pharaoh increases the work load on the Jews


5:19-23: The people murmur


6:1-13:   God’s promises to Moses


6:14-30: The tribes of Israel





7: 1-7:      God encourages Moses and


      Aaron


7:8-13:     The rod becomes a serpent


7:14-23:   The 1st plague: Water


     becomes blood


8:1-15:     The 2nd plague: Frogs


8:16-19:   The 3rd plague: Lice


8:20-23:   The 4th plague: Flies


9:1-7:       The 5th plague: Livestock dies


9:8-12:     The 6th plague: Boils


9:13-35:   The 7th plague: Hail


10:1-20:   The 8th plague: Locusts


10:21-29: The 9th plague: Darkness





11:1-10:   God threatens about the last


                plague


12:1-28:   The sacrifice of the Passover


12:29-36: The last plague (the death of


                the first-borns)


12:37-51: The Israelites leave Egypt





1-10:   The Feast of Unleavened Bread


11-16: Consecrating the Firstborns


17-19: The people get lost


20-22: The pillars of cloud and fire





14:1-9:     Pharaoh chases the Israelites


14:10-14: The people rebel


14:15-25: Parting the Red Sea


14:26-31: The Egyptians perish


15:1-21:   The praise of victory


15:22-27: The water in Marah becomes   


                sweet
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1-3:	The people complain of hunger


4-21:	God sends the manna and quail


22-31:	Food for the Sabbath


32-36:	The pot of manna





17:1-7:      God gives water from a rock


17:8-16:    Defeat of Amalek


18:1-12:    Jethro’s visit to Moses


18:13-27:  Jethro’s advice to appoint judges


19:1-19:    Preparation for the law


19: 20-25: Moses meets God





1-17:	The Ten Commandments


18-21:	The People afraid of God’s presence


22-25:	God warns against idol worshipping





21:1-11    Laws of the Hebrew Servants


21:12-27  Personal injury Laws 


21:28-36  Laws concerning the cattle


22:1-15    Property Laws


22:16-31  Social behavior Laws


23:1-9      Justice and mercy Laws


23:10-19  Annual festivals


23:20-33  God’s promise of protection


24:1-18    Moses on the Mountain 40 days





1-6:	Aaron sets up the gold calf


7-20:	Moses intercedes to God


21-29:	Moses chastises the people


30-35: Moses intercedes to God again





1-6:	God chastises the people


7-17:	Moses speaks with God as with a friend


18-23:	Moses sees God’s glory





1-29:   The people offer articles to build the  


           Tabernacle


30-35:	God appoints Bezalel and Aholiab to 


            build the Tabernacle





1-6:	God writes two new tablets


7-17:	Covenant, commandments and warnings


18-23:	Moses’ face shines
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