The Gregories in Church History

St. Gregory the Armenian

St. Gregory the Theologian

St. Gregory the Wonderworker

Objective:  Introduction to the church fathers; their lives, contributions to church history and writings.  The objective of this lesson is to learn about the three Gregories and how to differentiate between them and their importance as figures of the church.
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Verse:  2 Chronicles 6:41
“Now therefore, Arise, O LORD God, to Your resting place, You and the ark of Your strength. Let Your priests, O LORD God, be clothed with salvation, And let Your saints rejoice in goodness.

Lesson Outline:

I. St. Gregory the Armenian

1. Early Life

2. His works

3. The Armenian Apostolic Church

4. Relics

II. St. Gregory the Theologian

1. Introduction

2. Early Life

3. Pastoral Responsibilities
4. Arian Heresy

5. First Council of Nicaea

6. His friend St. Basil’s death

7. Second Ecumenical Council of Constantinople

8. Theology

9. End of his life.

      III.       St. Gregory the Wonderworker
1. Introduction/Early Life
2. Apparition of St. Mary and St. John the Evangelist

3. Profession of Faith

4. His wonders/miracles/works

5. End of his life

Introduction:

The Gregories in Church History

St. Gregory the Armenian

St. Gregory the Theologian

St. Gregory the Wonderworker

St. Gregory the Armenian

· Also called St. Gregory the Illuminator or enlightener.

· born c. 257 AD - died c. 331 AD) 

· He is commemorated 

   on the 19th day of the Coptic month of Tute. 

270 A.D. when Tiridates III of Armenia reigned 


God was working on Tiridates III of Armenia
During the years of Gregory’s imprisonment, a group of virgins, lead by Gayane, came to Armenia as they fled the Roman persecution of their Christian faith. Tiridates III heard about the group and the legendary beauty of one of its members, Rhipsime. He brought them to the palace and demanded to marry the beautiful virgin; she refused. The king had the whole group tortured and killed. After this event, he fell ill and according to legend, he adopted a pig-like behavior and was aimlessly wandering around in the forest. The king’s sister, Xosroviduxt, had a dream wherein Gregory was still alive in the dungeon and he was the only one able to cure the king. At this point it had been 13 years since his imprisonment, and the odds of him being alive were slim. But they retrieved him and despite being incredibly malnourished he was still alive. He was kept alive by a kindhearted woman that threw a loaf of bread down in Khor Virap everyday for him.

Tiridates was brought to Gregory, and was miraculously cured of his illness in 301 AD. He immediately proclaimed Christianity the official state religion. And so, Armenia became the first nation to officially adopt Christianity. Tiridates III appointed Gregory as the first Catholicos of the Armenian 
· Armenia became the first nation to officially adopt Christianity

Historically, the Armenian church has been referred to as monophysite by both Catholic and Orthodox theologians because it (as well as the Coptic Orthodox Church) rejected the decisions of the Council of Chalcedon, which condemned monophysitism. The Armenian Church officially severed ties with Rome and Constantinople in 554, during the second Council of Dvin where the dyophysite formula of the Council of Chalcedon was rejected. A number of prayers, and about thirty of the canons of the Armenian Church are ascribed to Gregory the Illuminator. 

· Tiridates was brought to Gregory, and was miraculously cured of his illness in 301 AD. He immediately proclaimed Christianity the official state religion. And so,. Tiridates III appointed Gregory as the first Catholicos>> (Greek Transliteration for “General”: referring to Pope) of the Armenian Apostolic Church. 

His Relics

· After his death his corpse was removed to the village of Thodanum (Tharotan). His remains were scattered far and near in the reign of Zeno. His head is believed to be now in Italy, his right hand at Echmiadzin, Armenia, and his left at the Holy See of Cilicia in Antelias, Lebanon. 

Gregory the Theologian/Nazianzus/Nazianzen 

Trinitarian Theologian

St. Gregory the Theologian’s Early Life 

The Cappadocians are significant figures in the history of the Church Fathers, who significantly promoted the early Christian theology, and are highly respected in both Western and Eastern churches as Saints. They were a 4th-century monastic family, led by St Makrina to provide a central place for her brothers to study and meditate, and also to provide a peaceful shelter for their mother. Abbess Makrina fostered the education and development of three men who collectively became designated the Cappadocian Fathers, Basil the Great who was the second oldest of Makrina's brothers (the first being the famous Christian jurist Naucratius) and eventually became a bishop, Gregory 

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregory_of_Nyssa" \o "Gregory of Nyssa" \t "_blank" of Nyssa who also became eventually a bishop of the diocese associated thereafter with his name, and Peter who was the youngest of Makrina's brothers and later became bishop of Sebaste.
  

These scholars along with a close friend, Gregory Nazianzus, Patriarch of Constantinople set out to demonstrate that Christians could hold their own in conversations with learned Greek-speaking intellectuals and that Christian faith, while it was against many of the ideas of Plato and Aristotle (and other Greek Philosophers), was an almost scientific and distinctive movement with the healing of the soul of man and his union with God at its center- one best represented by monasticism. They made major contributions to the definition of the Trinity finalized at the First 

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Council_of_Constantinople" \o "First Council of Constantinople" \t "_blank" Council of Constantinople in 381 and the final version of the Nicene Creed which was formulated there.

he himself is known by the Church only as Gregory the Theologian. He is especially called "Trinitarian Theologian," since in virtually every homily he refers to the Trinity and the one essence and nature of the Godhead. Hence, Alexius Anthorus dedicated the following verses to him: 

Like an unwandering star beaming with splendour, 

Thou bringest us by mystic teachings, O Father, 

To the Trinity's sunlike illumination, 

O mouth breathing with fire, Gregory most mighty. 

· He is from Nazianzus (in Greek Nazianzos) is a Roman Catholic city in the former Roman province of Cappadocia ( Asia Minor; modern Turkey). 

· Name Cappadocia is still used today in tourism to locate natural beauty.

More beauty from Cappadocia

Early Life cont.

· His Parents (Gregory and Nona) were wealthy land owners

· Father was ordained a bishop of Nazianzus in 328 or 329 after his conversion

· St. Gregory studied Rhetoric and Philosophy in Nazianzus, Caesarea (where he became friends withSaint Basil of Caesarea (who wrote our liturgy) , Alexandria, and Athens and later taught it in Athens

In 361, Gregory returned to Nazianzus and was ordained a priest by his father, 

· St. Gregory was not very happy about that; as he wanted to go be a monk with his friends St. Basil

· He resented his father’s decision and called it an “act of tyranny” so he ran away.  St. Basil convinced him to return and help his father with the church community however.

Against the Arian Heresy

· Arianism:  Teaching of Arius (c. AD 250-336), who lived and taught in Alexandria, in the early 4th century. 

· Arian said that Jesus was not one with the father, and that he was not fully, although almost, divine in nature. That Jesus was created; therefore less than God.

Gregory spent the next few years combating the Arian heresy, which threatened to divide the region of Cappadocia. In this tense environment Gregory interceded on behalf of his friend Basil with Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea (Maritima).[15] The two friends then entered a period of close fraternal cooperation as they participated in a great rhetorical contest of the Caesarean church precipitated by the arrival of accomplished Arian theologians and rhetors.[16] In the subsequent public debates, presided over by agents of the emperor Valens, Gregory and Basil emerged triumphant. This success confirmed for both Gregory and Basil that their futures lay in administration of the church.[16] Basil, who had long displayed inclinations to the episcopacy, was elected bishop of the see of Caesarea in Cappadocia in 370. 

The Nicene Creed

in 321, Arius was denounced by a synod at Alexandria for teaching a heterodox view of the relationship of Jesus to God the Father. Because Arius and his followers had great influence in the schools of Alexandria—counterparts to modern universities or seminaries—their theological views spread, especially in the eastern Mediterranean.

By 325, the controversy had become significant enough that the Emperor Constantine called an assembly of bishops, the First Council of Nicaea, which condemned Arius' doctrine and formulated the Original Nicene Creed [1], forms of which are still recited in Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican, and some Protestant services. The Nicene Creed's central term, used to describe the relationship between the Father and the Son, is Homoousios, or Consubstantiality, meaning "of the same substance" or "of one being". (The Athanasian Creed is less often used but is a more overtly anti-Arian statement on the Trinity.)

Always loved the contemplative life

At the end of 375 he withdrew to a monastery at Seleukia, living there for three years. Near the end of this period his friend Basil died. Although Gregory's health did not permit him to attend the funeral, he wrote a heartfelt letter of condolence to Basil's brother, Gregory of 

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregory_of_Nyssa" \o "Gregory of Nyssa" \t "_blank" Nyssa and composed twelve memorial poems dedicated to the memory of his departed friend. 

· Following the deaths of his mother and father in 374, Gregory continued to administer the diocese of Nazianzus but refused to be named bishop. Donating most of his inheritance to the needy, he lived an austere existence. 

St. Gregory the Theologian Lead the Second Ecumenical council of Constantinople

· which was attended by 150 Eastern bishops. 

· Gregory Nazianzus was appointed Archbisohop of Constantinople but soon resigned from the position a few months later, and Nectarius was then put in his place. 
This council was about the Holy Spirit, St. Gregory the Theologian said that the Holy Spirit is "the Lord, the Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the Father, With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified". The statement of proceeding from the Father is seen as significant because it established that the Holy Spirit must be of the same essence (ousia) as God the Father.
This Council's decision regarding the Holy Spirit also gave official endorsement to the concept of the Trinity. By the end of the 4th century, the Byzantine Emperor Theodosius "issued a decree that the doctrine of the Trinity was to be the official state religion and that all subjects shall adhere to it" (See "Constantine, the first Christian emperor," Antiquity Online)

Want to Know more about the Holy Trinity and the Nature of the Holy Spirit?

· Read the many writings of St. Greagory Nazianzus (the theologian)

· He is especially noted for his contributions to the field of pneumatology—that is, theology concerning the nature of the Holy Spirit 

In this regard, Gregory is the first to use the idea of procession to describe the relationship between the Spirit and the Godhead: "The Holy Spirit is truly Spirit, coming forth from the Father indeed but not after the manner of the Son, for it is not by generation but by procession, since I must coin a word for the sake of clearness." Although Gregory does not fully develop the concept, the idea of procession would shape most later thought about the Holy Spirit. 
He emphasized that Jesus did not cease to be God when he became a man, nor did he lose any of his divine attributes when he took on human nature. Furthermore, Gregory asserted that Christ was fully human, including a full human soul. He also proclaimed the eternality of the Holy Spirit, saying that the Holy Spirit's actions were somewhat hidden in the Old Testament but much clearer since the ascension of Jesus into Heaven and the descent of the Holy Spirit at the feast of Pentecost.

Consubstantiality-of the same being

· the relationship between the Divine persons of the Christian Trinity and connotes that God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are "of one Being" in that the Son is "born" or "begotten" "before all ages" or "eternally" of the Father's own Being, from which the Spirit also eternally "proceeds."

The end of his life

· After the council of Constantinople, Gregory once again resumed his position as bishop of Nazianzus. He spent the next year combating the local Appolinarian heretics and struggling with periodic illness. He also began composing De Vita Sua, his autobiographical poem.

· By the end of 383 he found his health too feeble to cope with episcopal duties. Gregory established Eulalius as bishop of Nazianzus and then withdrew into solitude. After enjoying five peaceful years in retirement at his family estate, he died January 25, 389. 

The term is also used to describe the common humanity which is shared by all human persons. Thus, Jesus Christ is said to be consubstantial with the Father in His Divinity and consubstantial with "us" in His humanity. 

Apart from the several theological discourses, Gregory is also one of the most important early Christian men of letters, a very accomplished orator, perhaps one of the greatest of his time, and also a very prolific poet, having written several poems with theological and moral matter and some with biographical content, about himself and about his friends. 

Gregory the Wonderworker, also known as Gregory Thaumaturgus or Gregory of Neocaesarea, (ca. 213 – ca. 270 AD) 

The Heresy of Paul of Samosata 

“The other then held up his hand, as if to point out, with his index finger, something that had appeared opposite him. Gregory, turning his gaze in the direction indicated by the other man's hand, saw before him another figure, which had appeared not long before. This figure had the appearance of a woman, whose noble aspect far surpassed normal human beauty. Gregory was again disturbed. Turning away his face, he averted his glance and was filled with perplexity; nor did he know what to think of this apparition, which he could not bear to look upon with his eyes. For the extraordinary character of the vision lay in this: that though it was a dark night, a light was shining, and so was the figure that had appeared to him, as if a burning lamp had been kindled there.

Although he could not bear to look upon the apparition, Gregory heard the speech of those who had appeared, as they discussed the problems that were troubling him. From their words, Gregory not only obtained an exact understanding of the doctrine of the faith but also was able to discover the names of the two persons who had appeared to him, for they called each other by name.

For it is said that he heard the one who had appeared in womanly form exhorting John the Evangelist to explain to the young man the mystery of the true faith]. John, in his turn, declared that he was completely willing to please the Mother of the Lord even in this matter and that this was the one thing closest to his heart. And so the discussion coming to a close, and after they had made it quite clear and precise for him, the two disappeared from his sight."

~From: St. Gregory of Nyssa, Life of St. Gregory the Wonderworker

Wrote a profession of faith due to the apparition…  

· DECLARATION OF FAITH. 

· There is one God, the Father of the living Word, who is His subsistent Wisdom and Power and Eternal Image: perfect Begetter of the perfect Begotten, Father of the only-begotten Son. 

· There is one Lord, Only of the Only, God of God, Image and Likeness of Deity, Efficient Word, Wisdom comprehensive of the constitution of all things, and Power formative of the whole creation, true Son of true Father, Invisible of Invisible, and Incorruptible of Incorruptible, and Immortal of Immortal and Eternal of Eternal. 

· And there is One Holy Spirit, having His subsistence from God, and being made manifest by the Son, to wit to men: Image of the Son, Perfect Image of the Perfect; Life, the Cause of the living; Holy Fount; Sanctity, the Supplier, or Leader, of Sanctification; in whom is manifested God the Father, who is above all and in all, and God the Son, who is through all. 

· There is a perfect Trinity, in glory and eternity and sovereignty, neither divided nor estranged. Wherefore there is nothing either created or in servitude in the Trinity; nor anything superinduced, as if at some former period it was non-existent, and at some later period it was introduced. And thus neither was the Son ever wanting to the Father, nor the Spirit to the Son; but without variation and without change, the same Trinity abideth ever. 

His formal teaching, however, as set out in his creed, was to the effect that `there is one God, Father of the living Word...perfect begetter of the perfect begotten...impress and image of the Godhead, effective Word...And there is one Holy Spirit, having his subsistence from God and being made manifest by the Son...in whom is manifested God the Father' his words are infused with a sublime simplicity which could appeal to the simple country folk of Pontos. 

The St. Pachomius Orthodox Library, St. Dmitri of Rostov 1997 

Becomes BISHOP OF NEOCAESAREA (A.D. 268) 

· Neocaesarea was rich and populous, deeply buried in vice and idolatry,

· Why was he called the wonderworker? 

Another of his wonders…

When a persecution against Christians began under the emperor Decius (249-251), St Gregory led his flock to a faraway mountain. A certain pagan, knowing about the hiding place of the Christians, informed the persecutors. Soldiers surrounded the mountain. The saint went out into an open place, raised up his hands to heaven and ordered to his deacon to do the same. The soldiers searched the whole mountain, and they went several times right past those praying, but not seeing them, they gave up and went away. In the city they reported that there was nowhere to hide on the mountain: no one was there, and only two trees stood beside each other. The informer was struck with amazement, he repented of his ways and became a fervent Christian. 

St. Gregory the New Theologian: Converted his whole city of Neocaesaria 

· From 17 Christians to 17 Pagans

By his saintly life, his effective preaching, working of miracles and graced guiding of his flock, the saint steadily increased the number of converts to Christ. When St Gregory first ascended his cathedra, there were only seventeen Christians in Neocaesarea. At his death, only seventeen pagans remained in the city.

November 17, 270 AD, St Gregory the wonder worker Departed

· May his prayers be with us and Glory to God, now and forever, Amen 

St Basil tells us that "through the cooperation of the Spirit,  Gregory had a formidable power over evil spirits; he altered the course of rivers in the name of Christ ; he dried up a lake that was a cause of dissension between two brothers; and his foretelling of the future made him equal with the other prophets. Such were his signs and wonders that both friends and enemies of the truth looked on him as another Moses."* 

That very day he began to preach and before night had converted a number sufficient to form a little church. Early next morning the doors were crowded with sick persons, whom he cured at the same time that he wrought the conversion of their souls. Christians soon became so numerous that the saint was enabled to build a church for their use, to which all contributed either money or labor. 

But all the other great miracles he performed surpass written accounts and reports; however, I will recall one or two attributed to him. 

Two brothers sharing an inheritance were not able to agree over the property of their dead father. There was a large lake over which they argued, for each of the brothers wanted the lake for himself. They both gathered their friends together, and were ready to come to blows. St Gregory persuaded them to delay their fight until the following day, and he himself prayed all night long at the shore of the lake which sparked the quarrel. When dawn broke, everyone saw that the lake had dried up or gone underground. Through the intense prayer of the saint, now there was only a stream, and its course defined the boundary line. 

· 2 Chronicles 6:41
“Now therefore, Arise, O LORD God, to Your resting place, You and the ark of Your strength. Let Your priests, O LORD God, be clothed with salvation, And let Your saints rejoice in goodness. 

Discussion Questions:

1. Why is it significant for us to know our church fathers and their contributions to our faith?

2. Let’s try to together bring out similarities and differences between the three Gregories so that we can remember them.

3. Does any of them speaks to my heart in particular that I can ask for his intercessions in my prayers?[image: image1.png]



