Witnessing for Christ Discussion

· What does witness really mean?  What do you think of when you hear that word?

· Think of when a witness testifies to in a courtroom. How is that like sharing your faith in Christ?
· How can our words (gossiping, cussing,), actions (are we peacemakers or do we create problems for others for our own ambition?), or even as simple as the way we dress (Ladies: do we entice negative attention; men: are we following the right role models?) witness to our beliefs? Witness to Christ?
· St. Francis,: “Spread the Gospel at all times, when necessary use words.”
· "We cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard"(Acts 4:20 -- Peter and John to the Sanhedrin)  Do we feel this way about our relationship with the Lord?

· Do we find it challenging to talk about God in our every day lives, with co-believers?
· If I’m not living a Christ-like life, behavior, what gospel or what message am I spreading instead?  
· What would you do  if when we open the subject about Christ or our belief, in a non-threatening way (for example just sharing how you felt God was with you that day )_ you get this response: "Well, I have my own religion, and I'm happy with it."
· 2 Peter 3:9The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us,[a] not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance
· Psalm 107:Thanksgiving to the LORD for His Great Works of Deliverance

·  1 Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good!
         For His mercy endures forever.
 2 Let the redeemed of the LORD say so,
         Whom He has redeemed from the hand of the enemy,
 3 And gathered out of the lands,
         From the east and from the west, 
         From the north and from the south.
· Read Acts 20:24-27, 31-32. How important would you say Paul's ministry of witnessing was to him and why was he so moved/compelled?

· Do we live for ourselves? 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (New King James Version)14 For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; 15 and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again. 

· Are we ambassadors for Christ? An ambassador is one who is appointed to represent his country in a foreign land.) What are the  duties of an ambassador?  How do these relate to the Christian life and to witnessing about your faith in Christ?2 Corinthians 5:18-20We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.
· Acts 1:8Where is your Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and entire world?

· But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; (1Peter 3;15
Any thoughts on this?  I started a job...and was told I could speak of Jesus. That was the start of the persecution and gave notice...of my intent to quit....Never did I beat anyone over the head - always done in Love and yet I was told I was too heavenly minded to be any earthly good, etc. 

[Ed.] excerpted 

A.
Just one little thought about "evangelism" in the work place. And what I suggest may not apply at all to the situation you speak of. However...when we work for an employer, they do not hire us to witness and preach. They have work which they need us to do for them... producing goods and/or services. Sometimes in such a setting it is more appropriate to "quietly" show Christ in our lives. Peter wrote of such in 1Pet3:1 about Believing wives winning their unregenerate husbands "without a word." That verse following on the heels of 2:18-25 about "servants" ...and Peter says about the wives "likewise, wives..." 

Again...I don't know the circumstances. But just thought I'd throw along this "two cents" worth. -smile- 

· . We must never think that it is our task to cause people to receive Christ - it is our task only to share Christ and His love with them.  Whose responsibility is it to bring people to God?  John 6:44

· Exodus 4:10-12 (New King James Version)

Lord, I am not eloquent, neither before nor since You have spoken to Your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.” 
11 So the LORD said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes the mute, the deaf, the seeing, or the blind? Have not I, the LORD? 12 Now therefore, go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall say.” 

· What are some thoughts about the points this person brings up?: “I'm so very grateful that God let our paths cross because at that time she was

the only Christian I ever had met that I really saw his love in, and it showed in the way she treated people, all people, even huge sinners like me and man was my life full of all sorts of sin.  For the first time I felt love and acceptance from a Christian, I felt Gods love come through her and it touched my heart in a way that changed me forever.  She never once mentioned my "sins", she never once told me how bad I was and that I was on my way to hell, or I was blind while she was wise, or insinuated that I was swine. She never threatened or judged,  she simply loved me
in such a gentle way that it broke down my barriers.  She told me something I had never heard.   She told me that Jesus loved me exactly the way I was, right then and there, there was nothing I had to change to make him love me, that all I needed to do was come to him exactly the way I was and not to worry about the sin in my life,

that AFTER I came to him he would give me the strength to change things that needed changing.   I had never even thought of that, I figured, from the way most Christians acted that what I needed to do was "clean up my act" and then I might be good enough for God, and here this woman was telling me he loved me regardless of the way I was living and all I had to do was accept his love.
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