World Philosophy: Humanism

Objective:  1. Introduce the idea of Worldview.


        2.  Learn about the premise of Humanism as a worldview


        3.  Put on the Mind of Christ as Christians living in the world.
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Scriptural Verse:  

2 Corinthians 11:2-3 (New King James Version)

2 For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 3 But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity[a] that is in Christ.
Colossians 2:8 (New King James Version)

8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.

1.  Intro: An example of Humanistic literature just out: The Invisible Church: Finding Spirituality Wherever You Are   by J. Pittman McGehee and Damon J. Thomas    “-- a way that encourages readers to connect with their true religious nature, while at the same time maintaining their intellectual integrity, and claiming their own authority. McGehee and Thomas offer that third way.”  This is a primary example of humanistic philosophy in the world.  This supposed “spiritual” book, is really a book about humanism.
2.  What is Humanism?

A.  A worldview/a philosophy, a lens through which to define oneself, the world and our place in it.

B. A worldview is any ideology, philosophy, theology, or movement (basically a way of thinking) that provides an overarching approach to understanding God, the world and man’s relation to God and the world.
C. A world view should provide the correct and true understanding through which to see myself, the world and God just as wearing the right eye glass prescription brings the world into focus.  We need to ask ourselves what worldview do I hold, because if I’m influenced by world philosophies like Humanism, if I have an incorrect prescription it can be dangerous and even life-threatening.
D. Humanism especially is life-threatening (to our spirit) because it is intricately woven in our educational system.  The idea of the philosopher Descartes’: “I think therefore I am” which basically says that if we can’t conceive of it then it isn’t true, that fact that we have a mind is how we know we exist and we can’t/don’t exist beyond that;  compare that with the Christian idea: I am what I am by the grace of the Lord ( 1 Corinthians 15:10  But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.”) shows the stark contrast between the worldview of humanism and being in Christ.  
1.  According to Humanism, human is worthy and has dignity in and of himself, and he can determine right from wrong based on his reasoning; therefore ethics are relative to the situation and the people at hand.  “Man is the measure of all things.” (5th C. B.C Protagoras the Ancient Greek Philosopher).  Immanuel Kant, a German philosopher (1724-1804) said that “man himself must make himself into whatever he is to become.”  It’s history however is at the beginning: The temptation of wanting to be like God or little gods ourselves: Genesis 3:4 Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
2. Truth and morality (the reality of God) can be discovered through human investigation: Science (“if we can’t see it/touch it, therefore it can’t be real”).   
3. Belief without reason is rejected; therefore there is no room for faith.  Truth is found only by applying reason and logic to observable evidence.  Therefore belief or a “mystical experience of God” is considered a hallucination, irrational, a lack of sense of reality, completely against the intellect (which it is) but that means to the humanist that it isn’t truth.
E.  Humanism is what St. Paul was talking about in:  Romans 1:25 (New King James Version)25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. And Romans 1:28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting.  
F. Some Luring half-truths, which we can get caught in:
1.  Man is autonomous and independent
2. Man is self-sufficient
3. Man has the potential to do anything he sets his mind to
4. Man has a free-will to choose anything he desires.
G.  The darker side of Humanism

1.  Man is his own point of reference

2. Man is the solution to his own problems.

3. Man deserves to indulge his personal gratifications

4. Man is his own god.

3. What is our response as Christians?

A.  In regards to the premise that “God does not exist as an objective reality” What evidence do humanists have that there is no God?  It is not possible to claim knowledge about all reality.
B.  Humanism will ultimately lead to pessimism, despair and destruction.  It can offer no ultimate hope or purpose.  With humanism we don’t reach beyond ourselves to anyone higher, we are it and then what?

C.  It is of extreme importance for us as Coptic Orthodox Christians to know the subtle ways that secular humanism is manifesting itself all around us.

D.  The first mistake that man made in the beginning, (and which humanism is now flaunting as the truth) is to separate ourselves from God.  We have tried to set ourselves apart from God and said we are it, we belong to ourselves.  So how do we change this idea?  By putting on the mind of Christ, How?
Let our worldview be the mind of Christ.


1. Romans 12:2
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

2.  Colossians 2:8 (New King James Version)8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.

3.  Steadfast and immovable in our worldview (the mind of Christ) 1Corinthians 15:58 (New King James Version)58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
4. “The Christian thinks any good he does comes from the Christ-life inside him.”~C.S Lewis, Mere Christianity.  The humanist thinks he does good because he is by nature, as a human being good.  The key here is knowing our stature in light of who God is, by submitting to his word without doubt and this requires the opposite of intellect, but rather submission, submitting our minds to His mind, when we read his word with full faith and without skepticism.  2 Corinthians 11:2-3 (New King James Version)2 For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 3 But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity[a] that is in Christ.
In Conclusion, one day the world philosophy of humanism and all those who follow it will be brought low, since they exalted themselves as it says in Isaiah 2:12-15
12 For the day of the LORD of hosts 
      Shall come upon everything proud and lofty, 
      Upon everything lifted up— 
      And it shall be brought low— 
       13 Upon all the cedars of Lebanon that are high and lifted up, 
      And upon all the oaks of Bashan; 
       14 Upon all the high mountains, 
      And upon all the hills that are lifted up; 
       15 Upon every high tower, 
      And upon every fortified wall; 
      

