A Life of Service
Questions:

1. What does serving mean to you?

2. What kinds of services are we called to do?

3. When is the best time to serve?

Myth #1: Serving is an optional thing. I serve on a part-time basis and live the rest of my life on a full time basis.

Myth #2: I can only serve God when I am spiritually ready.
Myth#3: Real service can only be done in the church preferably as a Sunday School teacher.  

First truth: God wants each and every one of us to serve Him. In fact we were put on earth to serve Him each with our own talents and personalities. Deutronomy 10:12.
Second Truth: If we are not serving God then we are serving someone or something else. That’s just how are nature is, we are by creatures that get attached to things and serve whatever it is we are attached to. That’s why God commanded that we serve him and not any other gods. Deutronomy 7:16. What other gods can we be serving? Ourselves, our ambitions, our passions, our friends (for the wrong reasons), etc.
1. Serving indicates who we love the most because serving is in and of itself an act of love. I will serve whoever I love. John 21:15. If I love God I will serve Him. I will also serve others with love because I will see Christ whom I love in them. Matthew 25:40.

2. A service without love is a useless service. 1 Corinthians 13:3.
3. It should be done joyfully and gladly. Deutronomy  28:46-48. God detests half-hearted service because it is a sign of lack of love to Him. Example – Cain’s sacrifice.

4. It’s a daily task. Its not something I do only on Sundays. The prayers and praises that I offer up to God daily is a service on my behalf and on behalf of my family member’s. Job offered prayers on behalf of his family in case they had sinned to God.  Job 1: 4-5.
5. Many times we feel that in order to serve we have to go to Africa and help the dying and destitute and that this is the only service that God accepts. However, that is really not the case, our God is more than happy with small services that are done with a lot of love. Just being diligent in our work, loving to our families and faithful to God is an acceptable service. Nehemiah  Chapter 3. Every man who worked on the wall no matter how great or small the task they were given,  was remembered; no service goes unnoticed by God. 
What are some characteristics of a servant:

1. A heart willing to learn and seeks guidance – there is no perfect servant and if we wait until we are a certain spiritual level then we will never serve. Therefore, its important for the servant to always have a heart willing to learn from others.  Ephesians 3: 7
2. A heart sensitive to God’s calling. Some times God may change the direction of our service and He may want us to do something  differently. A discerning heart will be able to pick up on what God wants him to do next and will do it joyfully. He will feel confident that he is where he should be in life, doing what God is calling Him to do.
What does God expect from a servant in order for him to be able to do his job:

He spells it out in Luke 10: 1-9

Service is not easy – personal sacrifice, difficult people, hardships along the way will be present.

1. Do not wait for or worry about money, material things, or even personal capabilities in order to do the service. He will supply all of these needs, all we need to do is channel them to others.

2. Don’t waste time, make use of every moment of every day to serve. Ask yourself how can I serve some one today?

3. A sense of meekness and humility that one is less than those whom he is serving and gladly accepts them with love.

4. Is compassionate – before preaching the word of God the disciple were told to heal the sick. Can you imagine telling some one who is in a lot of pain about God while they are suffering or they are hungry? They just won’t get it. It’s the same with us – we are to help others with their physical needs before addressing the spiritual ones because many times helping them with their physical needs results in spiritual fulfillment on its own.

Conclusion

The purpose of serving is to show our love to God but it is also a way for us to be happy. In service, we draw closer to God who is our source of joy and happiness.

