The Four Soils Part 2- Stony Ground
Objectives:  

To discuss the meaning of the stony ground in the parable of the four soils and to identify how our culture encourages this in our life. 
Resources:
Sermon by St. John Chrysostom
Sermon by Fr. Abraham Wassef   -Bearing fruit in the parable of the sower  caji.us
Verse:

And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But not a hair of your head shall be lost. By your patience possess your souls.  Luke 21:17-19
Lesson Guidelines and Discussion Points: 

· Matthew 13:1-23


On the same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the sea.  And great 
multitudes were gathered together to Him, so that He got into a boat and sat; and the 
whole multitude stood on the shore.

Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying: “Behold, a sower went 
out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds came 
and devoured them. Some fell on stony places, where they did not have much earth; 
and they immediately sprang up because they had no depth of earth. But when the 
sun was up they were scorched, and because they had no root they withered away. 
And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and choked them. But 
others fell on good ground and yielded a crop: some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty.  He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”
     “Therefore hear the parable of the sower:  When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away 
what was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside.  But he 
who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no root in himself, but endures only 
for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, 
immediately he stumbles. 

· Mark 4:1-20


And again He began to teach by the sea. And a great multitude was gathered to Him, 
so that He got into a boat and sat in it on the sea; and the whole multitude was on the 
land facing the sea. 2 Then He taught them many things by parables, and said to 
them in His teaching:

3 “Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. 4 And it happened, as he sowed, that 
some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds of the air[a] came and devoured it. 5 
Some fell on stony ground, where it did not have much earth; and immediately it 
sprang up because it had no depth of earth. 6 But when the sun was up it was 
scorched, and because it had no root it withered away.. 16 These likewise are the 
ones sown on stony ground who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it 
with gladness; 17 and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. 
Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the word’s sake, immediately 
they stumble.
· Luke 8:4-15


And when a great multitude had gathered, and they had come to Him from every city, 
He spoke by a parable: 5 “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some 
fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and the birds of the air devoured it. 6 
Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it lacked 
moisture. “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those by the 
wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of 
their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 13 But the ones on the rock are 
those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who 
believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away.
· Today, we are going to revisit the parable of the sower, this time focusing on the stony ground.  (Read the parable)
· Again, the sower and the seed are the same but this time, the soil/person accepted the word readily.  Specifically, how did the person receive the word?  (with joy)
· This reflects a person who has an emotional response to the word of God.  Someone who upon hearing, responds seemingly appropriately.  The problem is that the response is superficial.  The faith of this person is only on the surface through the emotions.  
· This type of person or response is an impulsive or immature one.  The scary thing for me as I read this, is that this is the exact type of person our culture produces!  If we respond this way in non spiritual things, the chances are much higher that we will respond the same way with spiritual things.  

· This lack of maturity is seen in the lack of  patience initially with the seed springing up immediately—it germinated on the surface of the earth—not down deeper which would have necessitated time to grow the roots deeper into the soil and a longer time for the shoot to surface from the earth.
· Consider your day—how many things are you willing to wait patiently for?  Hot water?  Coffee?  Red light?  Traffic?  Food?  Dry cleaning?  Beyond our daily routine, what is the pressure to have material things now?  We are a people driven to produce immediately and very rarely, in our education are we taught to critically analyze a situation in the search of truth.  We are instead, overwhelmed with taking in as much information as possible which can produce superficial learning.  


· Immaturity/ Superficiality/lack of patience keeps a person from considering a situation to its end—
· Luke 14: 27-33 And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it—lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish’? Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace. So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.
· Trials and temptations will come—in Ecclesiaticus 2:1-2 it says My son, if thou come to serve the Lord, prepare thy soul for temptation.  Set thy heart aright and constantly endure and make not haste in time of trouble.
· These are the people who, because of their superficiality have weak faith which is unable to have understanding or which is unable to accept wisdom and so easily get discouraged and give up.

· Example from everyday life:  diet and exercise
· Example from scripture:  John 6:60-68
· So often, when the trials come, what this person needs most is to remember the truth but because he is so trained/ accustomed to dealing out of emotion, the same happens here and he is not able to access the truth because he was not disciplined and patient in putting the truth within him
· Luke 21:17-19 And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. 18 But not a hair of your head shall be lost. 19 By your patience possess your souls.
· James 1:2-4 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.
· Patience/persistence/endurance are the necessary ingredients in transforming a stony heart.  Like Nader said last week, we are not stuck where we are but are able to change our soil.  One way is to practice persistence in our life and to be disciplined and train ourselves to not be superficial.  
· Ecclesiasticus 7:15  Hate not laborious work, neither husbandry which the LORD hath ordained.
· From Og  Mandino’s The Greatest Salesman in the World

The prizes of life are at the end of each journey, not near the beginning; and it is not 
given to me to know how many steps are necessary in order to reach my goal. Failure I 
may still encounter at the thousandth step, yet success hides behind the next bend in 
the road. Never will I know how close it lies unless I turn the corner. 


Always will I take another step. If that is of no avail I will take another, and yet another. 
In truth, one step at a time is not too difficult. 


Henceforth, I will consider each day's effort as but one blow of my blade against a 
mighty oak. The first blow may cause not a tremor in the wood, nor the second, nor the 
third. Each blow, of itself, may be trifling, and seem of no consequence. Yet from 
childish swipes the oak will eventually tumble. So it will be with my efforts of today. 


I will be liken to the rain drop which washes away the mountain; the ant who devours a 
tiger; the star which brightens the earth; the slave who builds a pyramid. I will build my 
castle one brick at a time for I know that small attempts, repeated, will complete any 
undertaking.

·   Hosea 10:12 Sow for yourselves righteousness; 
      Reap in mercy; 
      Break up your fallow ground, 
      For it is time to seek the LORD, 
      Till He comes and rains righteousness on you.

GLORY BE TO GOD FOREVER
