&

Circumcision


Prayer/Meditation: 
Objective:
To understand what Circumcision really is?!

Verse: 
“In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ” (Col 2:11)

Reference: 

Holy Bible, The Epistle of Barnabas , Tertullian - An Answer to the Jews
Introduction: 
What is Circumcision?  Where did it come from?  How important is it?

Lesson Outline: 
I. O.T. Circumcision

A. Establishment of the covenant

1. God establishes the covenant with Abraham: Gen 17:9-14

2. Abraham is circumcised: Gen 17:23-27

B.  Importance of the covenant

1. Isaac was circumcised: Gen 21:4

2. Circumcision of Moses’ son: Exo 4:24-26

3. Only circumcised men can eat of the Passover: Exo 12:43-48

4. God commanded Joshua to circumcise the sons of Israel before they can enter Canaan: Jos 5:2-5

II. N.T. Circumcision

A. True meaning of Circumcision
1. It is a “Seal”:
“Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, saying, "Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads." (Rev 7:2-3)

2. It is a sign of “separation” / being different from the rest of the nations/world
3. Circumcision of the heart: Jer 4:4; Deu 10:16
4. Circumcision of the lips: Exo 6:12,30; Isa 6:5-7

5. Circumcision of the ear: Psa 18:44; Isa 33:13

6.  “Therefore He hath circumcised our ears, that we might hear His word and believe, for the circumcision in which they trusted is abolished”(Epistle of Barnabas)

7. It is more important to be circumcised in the heart, not the flesh: Jer 9:25-26
B. Is Circumcision necessary for salvation?
1. The issue of the council of Jerusalem: Act 15:1-2, 19-20

2. Faith accounts for more than circumcision of the flesh
a) Abraham’s faith was accounted for righteousness before circumcision: Rom 4:9-12
b) Melchizedek, who, uncircumcised, offered to Abraham himself, already circumcised, on his return from battle, bread and wine

3. Why did God want to kill Moses’ son because he was not circumcised?

a) Moses was to be the leader of the Children of Israel, and if he is to teach them circumcision, he should be an example!

4. Keep God’s commandments are more important: 1Cor 7:18-19

5. Faith working through love: Gal 5:1-6

C. We no longer need circumcision for Salvation:

1. Circumcision was complete through Christ’s Circumcision and His Death: Col 2:8-14

a) In the physical circumcision, flesh is removed

b) In the spiritual circumcision, the nature of the sin is removed, so that the body is no longer a temple of sin, but a temple for God

c) In the physical circumcision, a knife is used

d) In the spiritual circumcision, the Spirit of God cuts sin by the knife of faith

2. Holy Baptism (and Confirmation) replaced the O.T. Circumcision

Conclusion/Questions:
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