Integrity
Objectives:  

To discuss that true integrity stems from our life with God.  
Resources:
Ben Stuart- Breakaway Ministries   Inconvenient Integrity
Abouna Anthony- St. Mark DC   The Life of David Series
Verse:
But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7
Lesson Guidelines and Discussion Points: 

· In ancient China, the people desired security from the barbaric hordes to the north; so they built the great Chinese wall. It was so high they knew no one could climb over it and so thick that nothing could break it down. They settled back to enjoy their security. During the first hundred years of the wall's existence, China was invaded three times. Not once did the barbaric hordes break down the wall or climb over the top. Each time they bribed a gatekeeper and then marched right through the gates. The Chinese were so busy relying upon the walls of stone that they forgot to teach integrity to their children.
· Integrity—it is a word we don’t hear as much as we used to.  What does it mean?

· Willingness and ability to do the right thing even when it is difficult.

· "Integrity is an interdependent reality is simply this: you treat everyone by the same set of principles.
· Personal integrity means being consistently true to yourself and your morals character, ideals, etc. and not wavering, even when
                       circumstance, good or bad, changes
·    Some other ways integrity has been described:

· The measure of a man’s real character is what he would do if he would never be found out. [Thomas Macauley]
· Image is what people think we are: integrity is what we really are. [John Maxwell]
· Integrity is not a given factor in everyone’s life. It is a result of self-discipline, inner trust, and a decision to be relentlessly honest in all situations
               in our lives. [John Maxwell]

· Integrity, by definition, means a code of expected morality, the quality or state of being complete or undivided, honesty, soundness, incorruptibility, or an unimpaired condition according to Webster’s Dictionary. 
· A person’s character is ultimately defined by integrity, and character can be defined by what you do when no one else is around. It means abiding by unwritten rules for the sake of doing the right thing. A person with conviction will do right and has credibility with his peers. 
· In my opinion, with respect to integrity, there are 3 categories of people:  those who lack integrity, those who live a principled life and those who have real integrity.

· “True Beauty” example 

· This is cruel AND instructive b/c the whole time I’m watching, you have to face, so how would I do?  How would I do if I didn’t know the cameras were watching?

· Would I pursue my advantage or will I do something right even if it doesn’t seem to give me any immediate gratification?  Will I hold on to my integrity when it is inconvenient to do so or will I compromise and make excuses for my violation?

· Even if we pass this test of  living consistent with our principles, we need to consider our motivation or source of our integrity.  For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7
· To get a better understanding of what real integrity is and what is at the root of it, lets read 1 Sam 24

· Here we see David being tested by God.  He is in a circumstance where having integrity is seemingly not to his advantage.  

· David is a man after God’s own heart but Saul is a man that whenever having integrity is inconvenient, or against his logic, he drops it.  1 Sam 10:8; 1 Sam 13:8-12 Saul gives a situational justification for not obeying God.  He does what a lot of us do, though we’d rather not admit it:  

· Saul keeps doing this until Samuel confronts him and says you can’t lead the people of God if you are unwilling to follow the word of God.  Samuel tells Saul that there is another to whom the kingdom will be given.  Instead of truly repenting and trusting God’s decision, Saul becomes murderously jealous of David and pursues him to kill him.  Some priests help David, so Saul slaughters the priests.  At this point, Saul’s compromises and lack of integrity have led him to become a reckless, Godless, insane man chasing after David.

· Let’s shift back to 1Sam 24:3.  How ironic that Saul chose the one cave that David and his men are hiding!  V. 4 Here is the day. . . God did this. . .

·  Instead of killing him, David cuts off a corner of his robe (a sign of disrespect) but then David feels badly about it.  v.7 David did not permit them to attack Saul. And then exposes himself, makes himself vulnerable and pays homage to Saul.  Surely the men in the cave were wondering what was wrong with David. What was he thinking?

· He sees God’s hand in the whole thing.  V. 10  God set up this moment.  Does God really do that?  Set up situations for us to test our integrity?  YES –Garden of Eden-Lev.14:33 why?  To go to the Priest—to obey God when inconvenient  Deut 8:1-2  Does the Lord test people?  YES but he does not tempt people—will not entice to do evil but He will put you in a moment where you have the ability to compromise.

· David in the context of his relationship with God sees this—God of most high is also the God of Saul—God set this up—now what does God want me to do

· ACT based on God’s will not the actions of others. 1Sam 24:12   David understands that God ordains authority and that Saul is the Lord’s anointed—he says it 3 times—so he will not dishonor the man God put in leadership(David is rightfully experiencing guilt). EXAMPLE of hurricane insurance

· Romans 12:14,17-20  You do what’s right and let God deal with them. God loves his enemies so in line with His will, David left that cave and made it right.

· Trust God—that He really has your best at heart and is the Pantocrator capable of running the universe well 1Sam 25  Wealthy landowner in the area whose shepherds David and men have been protecting.  Custom of the day was to feed the army who gave protection (or give sheep etc.) so David sends to the man to request food for his men.  Not only does Nabal refuse the humble request but he mocks David and tells the messenger to get lost.  When David hears of this he tells his men to “put your swords on” and 400 men ride out.  Nabal’s wise wife, Abigail hears of this  and knowing her husband is a fool, gets to work---- baking and preparing food and gifts to appease David.  She is even bold enough to speak to David  1Sam 25:28-31  David, remember if anyone tries to hurt you, you will be bound in the bundle of the Lord (language of a shepherd- the bundle was the shepherd’s bag—what a shepherd would keep their stones in) David, you are God’s kid and you are bound up in a bag on His hip and He won’t let go of you.  But your enemies, now they will be slung out as in a sling.  (Imagery of David’s life)  Reminds David that God will take care of him.  You do what’s right
· Psalm 37 1-4  So the challenge is to get over our fear and to trust God.  The beautiful thing is that when we do trust Him, we see that He DOES take care of His people and that’s exciting.
· Even David’s men got to see this—1Sam 24:16-20.  They got to see the glory and truth of God lived out in a human life because David trusted Him.
· God will take care of you—EVEN if you don’t live through it—ex. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  Ex. Jim Elliot example after his death, Elizabeth went back to minister to those people and Jim’s example of not hurting them was a concrete example of Jesus and the Auca’s came to know Jesus—God allowed Jim’s desire to come to fruition even through his death
· You may decide to have integrity in a moment when it is not convenient and it may hurt you—you may not get the job, you may not get the grade you could have- you may have to suffer BUT God will take care of you—vindicating you in life or vindicating you after your earthly life.

· Peter 2:23-24   who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously;  who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.

· The only kind of integrity that has an eternal impact is that which stems from God and is because of Him.  In order to live a life of integrity we need always remember that my Great sovereign king has me in the bundle of his side and He will make things right.  
GLORY BE TO GOD FOREVER
