Being Orthodox Part I: Commitment to Christ 

Objectives: 

· Orthodox Christians are first and foremost Christians 

· To be Orthodox we must place our faith as our highest priority above any other group or activity 

· Living our faith in all facets of life 

· Committed and open to a lifetime of learning 

References: 

· Holy Scripture (NKJV) 

· Christ and the Church by Archbishop Gregory Afonsky, St Vladamir Seminary Press, Crestwood New York, 2001 

Verse:  6Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 (John 14:6-7) and Col 1:13-20 

Lesson Outline: 

I. Intro: Being Orthodox Series: Ephesians 1:22-23 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church,23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

II. Commitment to Christ 

1. Definition: a pledge or promise; obligation 

engagement; involvement: A pledge to do. The state of being bound emotionally or intellectually to a course of action or to another person or persons. 

B. Commitment to Christ; as His children; as Christians we bear witness to the Truth: (Set up like a multiple choice question)Christ came for the purpose of…? 

Our salvation? 

Kingdom within? 

Kingdom on earth? (church) 

Eternal Kingdom? 

Bear witness to the truth? 

The Answer: All of the above: Jn 18:37 

For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” We being his children; should bear witness to the truth, seek the truth! 

As committed to Christ, we are poor in spirit, meek, pure in heart, persecuted for righteousness sake (Matt 5:3-10, Luke 6:20-22l and hated by the world. 

How does it translate to other facets of life: the way we speak, the places we go, how we act, with whom we are friends, the desires of our hearts 

The Lord Jesus prayed for us to stay separate from the world; John 17:9-17 

9 “I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. 10 And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me,[b] that they may be one as We are. 12 While I was with them in the world,[c] I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have kept;[d] and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 

Romans 14:17 (New King James Version) 

17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

3. What is our attitude towards the church and orthodoxy? Do we suffocated by it or facilitated (in our journey towards Christ)? We can’t have Christ without church and church without Christ, (He gives us, his body fullness)—therefore, everything we do in the church is to bring us to the fullness of Christ, and everything we do in the church is animated, given life in/through Christ. 

John 15:1-6-Christ is the source of the Church’s divine life. 

The living faith; (which comes from commitment, Christianity is not a theory passed on in academia, nor is it a theory that has changed with time with more research as in academia, it a true living faith): Matthew 16:13-17  

As we sing in the Holy Liturgy; “From generation to generation and from the ages to all ages amen.” 

The Church is built Christ the son of the living God (Acts 20:28): He that is the true Rock (the cornerstone) of which Peter confessed (Matt 16:17) 

Christ is the foundation stone of the church  1cor 3:11For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ ; Christ established the church; Luke 22:29 
29And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, 

and Col 1:13-20 and abides in it matt 18:20 For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them." 

He sanctifies it through sending his Holy Spirit to be in the church forever John 14:16-17 (New International Version) 

16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be[a] in you. 

3. Not Legalism but life in/with Christ: 

Col 2:18-25 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight infalse humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not[d] seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God. 
20 Therefore,[e] if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations— 21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 22 which all concern things which perish with the using—according to the commandments and doctrines of men? 23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh. 

We shouldn’t be deceived, for with Christ, we have everything;1 Cor 3: 22whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas[c] or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, 23and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God. 

I. Conclusion: The goal for our lives as Christians in the Church is Ephesians 4:13 (New King James Version) 

13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 

He gave us the means to attain salvation in and through the church by giving authority to His apostles to teach, baptize, feed the flock (Acts 20:28 (New King James Version) 

28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God[a] which He purchased with His own blood. 

Matthew 28:16-20 (New King James Version) 

The Great Commission 

   
16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had appointed for them. 17 When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted. 
18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore[a] and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.[b] 

And He Himself established the Sacrament of the Eucharist (Luke 22:19) Luke 22:19 (New King James Version) 

19 And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me. 

6Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 (John 14:6-7) 

In the church; He is the Path: Foundation (He established His way of life/His teachings on the Rock of Faith of the Apostles, as a living faith) of the truth; (the true Dogma, that He is, both man and God and came reconcialed us back to God) and this truth gives life to all who partake of it (in the Holy Eucharist). 

“In the church’s hierarchy Christ himself is present as the Way. In the confession of faith He is present as the truth, and in the sacraments He becomes the source of Life.” Vladimir Soloviv p. 66 

