Finding the Spouse God has Chosen for You
Objectives:  

To discuss some points that need to be exhibited in our lives and/or in the life of a future mate to be considered eligible for marriage.
Resources:
Ben Stuart- Breakaway Ministries   Sex and Dating part 2
Fr. Dn. Stephen Holley- Finding the Right Partner for Life
C.S. Lewis- The Four Loves
Verse:

Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.   Matthew 6:33
Lesson Guidelines and Discussion Points: 
What is the purpose of marriage? Children, so as not to lust, companionship—ultimately for Holiness but NOT happiness.  With holiness, happiness will come but not in the fairytale way that is so often portrayed by Hollywood.  

What makes a person eligible for marriage? (age, social position—academically, financially, maturity)

Is there only one person who is my soulmate?  So if I miss him/her, I’ve missed out?

1. Making sure I find the right spouse is of central importance in my life.  FALSE
·  This is really not the most important thing happening in the universe.  

· (Hand example- right in face, HUGE but back it up and put in perspective, then can see the reality of its size)

· If took all the verses that deal with gender/gender relationship/marriage etc. would take up only about 25 chapters—let’s be generous and say 90 chapters that’s what man is, what woman is, how to interact, warnings from proverbs, exhortations of St. Paul and the entire book of Song of Songs.(show how much)
· There is another relationship that is a much bigger deal.  That’s why in Ephesians, St. Paul tells of the greatness of marriage but says that ultimately it’s great because it displays Christ’s relationship to His Church.
· Singleness is great b/c it allows undistracted devotion to God--- marriage is great because you get to be picture of Christ but both point to Christ and God
· The much bigger question is how to relate to Christ and this Holy God of the universe

· Matthew 6:31-32

Make sure I am pursuing God above all other things before I allow myself to be eligible for marriage
2. I should be looking for someone to love me and complete me.  FALSE 
· Example of the Samaritan woman

· Must get our relationship with God right or you’ll NEVER get relationship with a guy or girl right—it will just be a mess

· There are needs that all of us have that can be filled ONLY by God.  Girls- there is no man who is going to fill the vacancies of your heart—there is a depth of need in your heart, that he can’t fill.  Guys-same thing—if you are looking to a girl (woman) to make you feel strong or like a man, they can’t.

· There must be another well to drink from and that is Jesus.

· Can’t step out and love people until you’ve been loved by God.

· If I don’t get love filled up in my heart, then when I step out into the world, I am not going to be able to love others and meet their needs

· What I will do is use them

· I’ll dress in a way to get attention and fill some vacancy

· I will act a certain way so she’ll watch me and see what I’ll do

· I will use you physically, sexually and /or emotionally

· I will use you to try to fill up the vacancy in me

· The one thing I’ll not do is love you b/c to love you means to die. I go down and your needs go up.

· Scuba diving- swim buddy illustration

Make sure I know how to be filled by God before I allow myself to be eligible for marriage.
3. Is being in love a sufficient reason to marry?  NO
· Our emotions and physical feeling change from day to day
· Usually “in love” means infatuation—true love takes requires time and is steady, not prone to major shifts of emotion—being “in love” is usually more self focused than other focused
· Our emotions should be there to say yea and amen to something that the mind thinks  or that the will has brought to pass

Consider the reason you are saying you are “in love”.  If it is based on a feeling, do not trust it, consider only reason.
4. Physical attraction should be highly considered in my choice for spouse.  FALSE

· Looks change!  Accidents happen, diseases come, and certainly age affects everyone.  LOOK AROUND
· God looks to the heart, man looks to the outward appearance                  Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." 1Samuel 16:7
· Steam locomotive illustration:  locomotive (engine)= will; coal tender= mind (intellect); caboose= emotions  when we have right thoughts to fuel the will, engine can pull the train anywhere wants to go BUT if emotions are pulling the train, the only way to go with the caboose in “the lead” is backward or downhill.
· There are many plans in a man’s heart, 
      Nevertheless the LORD’s counsel—that will stand. 
      What is desired in a man is kindness, 
      And a poor man is better than a liar. 
       The fear of the LORD leads to life, 
      And he who has it will abide in satisfaction; 
      He will not be visited with evil.   Proverbs 19:21-23
· Proverbs 31!  What priority does beauty get?  What priority does character get?

Look for character, not beauty.  (If one holds out for the best, one receives the best through the Grace of God)
5. As long as he/she is a good person, we have fun together and are great friends that is enough.  No

· Must be a believer!  

· Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever?  And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. 2Cor 6:14-16
· As a believer in Christ, you are set apart, therefore, do not link up with someone who does not cherish Christ

· You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey together. Deut 22:10 – why?  As a believer and unbeliever, 2 different allegiances in 2 different camps.  As believer, your goal is to seek Christ and follow Him and Honor God in everything.  As an unbeliever your goal is. . . not that.  
·  Why do you not understand My speech? Because you are not able to listen to My word.  You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. John 8:43-44  

· If not a child of God, then child of Devil held captive to do his will.  These people may not be so evil as to be murdering but the truth is, they are not pursuing Christ-  instead, they are pursuing things of the world, $, power, sex, etc. but they are CLEARLY NOT ON THE SAME TRAJECTORY
· If they are bound in marriage, one of 2 things will happen:  one is drug in a direction they don’t want to go—usually, the nonbeliever pulls the believer into some nominal “Christian” existence.  If, however, you know of cases where the nonbeliever has come to Christ, then praise God for His mercy NOT for the wisdom of the believing spouse b/c this is a clear violation of 2Cor 6:14

· The other this is that each goes in his own direction until the marriage snaps

· No missionary dating!  The purpose of dating is marriage.  These people are off limits to you!  But what if you truly just want to bring them to Christ?
· Then ask a believer of their same sex to befriend them.  They have no filter to understand your interest is about Christ and not necessarily about them.  
· So, I found a wonderful believer—he/she is just not Orthodox.  
· Not a good idea unless the person converts by their OWN conversion.
· The question of how to bring up the children will be an issue.  People who are staunch believers in their own faiths will want to raise the children with their beliefs.  Either one person will then treat the other as a “project” to fix or there will be disharmony in the marriage.  
· Ok, so he/she is Orthodox.  Now we are good, right?
· Make sure not just Orthodox, but morally submitted Orthodox.  

· Anyone can claim to be Christian and anyone can go through the motions of Orthodoxy.  Watch their life—
· But now I have written to you not to keep company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner—not even to eat with such a person. 1Cor:11-13  If someone says they are Orthodox and have a porn problem, are permiscuous, and show no signs of stopping but continue to make excuses and justifications for it, or are greedy, not kind, cuss (reviler), mock people or lie--- THESE ARE NOT AN OPTION FOR YOU right now.
· You want someone with a low sin tolerance.  Not perfect but perfectable and not perfectable by you but by Him.

· Psalm 1:  Look for a person like that.  Firm, steady and fruitful
Look for a submitted Orthodox believer.
6. What is the best way to evaluate a person’s character and get to know him/her?

· Dating (pairing off) is not the best way to evaluate character b/c anyone can put up a front for 3 hours at a time.  Alone time also tends to be more intimate and exciting to the passions which works contrary to evaluation. 
· Putting yourself in a group of Godly Orthodox people is a good, safe way to evaluate because then, you can watch how people really are when they are not trying to gain anything from them.  

· Things to be on the lookout for:

· How do they treat their parents?

· How do they relate with people of the opposite gender?

· How are they around children?

· How do they treat waiters?

· How do they act around people in a higher or lower social class?

· Do they have an attitude of giving (serving) rather than taking(being served)?******

· Are they moving at the same pace as you in their pursuit of God?

· Do you share a common philosophy of life?

· Are you socially compatible?  Saidi v. Cairo ?  Are you ok with working mothers? Etc.

Make Preliminary Evaluations in a group setting—do not date American way. (If not ready to get married, don’t pair off)
7. But once my selection is made, it will be necessary to be alone together to get to know one another.  NO 
· But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.  Romans 13:14
· Be private in public.  Make an agreement not to be alone.  Dinner—public, rent movies—with a friend, have a romantic dinner just the two of you---trouble.

· Up until this point, you are not married yet, you are still evaluating.  Nothing sabotages the evaluation efforts like expressions of physical affection.  And nothing sabotages expressions of physical affection more than being in public.  

· There are 4 types of love in Greek—Agape, phileo, storge and eros.  Agape is unconditional, Christ like love( the love we should have toward each other), storge is a fondness through familiarity, especially between family members or people who have otherwise found themselves together by chance, phileo is a strong bond existing between people who share a common interest or activity and only exists if there is something for the friendship to be "about" and eros which is sexual desire or passion.

· Everything in our society is directed toward eros.  However, as children of God, the proper order of events is Agape first then build phileo over time.  Then, get married and drop in some eros.  This is like the yea and AMEN to our decision.  This is the ONLY fitting time to have a “good time”

· Here’s a newsflash for you—there is nothing more exciting than sexual attraction but it is a dangerous thing to be expressed outside the boundaries of marriage. 

· Before you are married, God looks down and sees 2 children—a brother and sister.  

· for you know what commandments we gave you through the Lord Jesus.
 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God; that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified.  For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness. 1Thes 4:2-7
· What is this defrauding?  To defraud is to claim something that is not yours to claim.
· Let’s look at 1Cor 7:4  The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. And likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does.
· To the degree that you express physical affection with each other, to that degree, you are stealing from his/her spouse (which is NOT you). 
· Before marriage, sexual activity is stealing from another.  After marriage, it is giving and fulfilling love.  But before marriage it is transgressing and is actually against love (Gal 5:19-22; Eph 5:2-3)
· Our ideal single is Jesus.  We don’t read verses that say . . . and Jesus groped her a little, or played tickle with her, or gave Martha a back rub.  You’re probably horrified that I am even saying this. Good.  Your model is Jesus- so treat her like a sister.  And sister, expect to be treated as such.  
If there are those of us in here who up to this point have not walked the purest path, take some time in light of what we have talked about to get before God and confess for all is not lost.  God delights when we repent and He is in the restoration business.  No one is too far gone to be redeemed.  Remember Rahab.
Protect your purity and don’t play with fire.  Stay in public.
8. This decision is mine alone to make. NO

· This decision has far reaching consequences so involve your community.
· Get the approval of those you trust:  Abouna, Parents, Spiritual guide, trusted friends etc.  
· Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in the multitude of counselors there is safety. Proverbs 11:14
· Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.  Hebrews 3:12-13
· Sometimes, we are too close to the situation so we need those who love us to look out for us to see things we can’t.

Court (date) in Community and heed their wisdom.
Some final guidelines:

Don’t rush into forever.  Getting to know someone takes time.

When suspect this may be “the one” go for premarital counseling.

Always pray and trust God and His goodness toward you.
GLORY BE TO GOD FOREVER
