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AELRED Copy, O.5.B.

Calendar, Julian
AFLRED Copy, 0.5 B.

Calendar, Months of Coptic
CERES WISS5A WASSEF
Calendar and Agriculture
CERES Wissa WASSEF
Calendar, Seasons, and Coptic
Liturgy
CERES WISS4 WASSEF

Calendologia
T1TO ORLANDI

Camoul
TiTO ORLAKDI

Candles
ARCHBISHOP BASILIOS

Canonical Hours, Book of
ARCHBISHOP BASILIOS
Canonization
ARCHBISHOP BASILIOS
Canon Law
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
Canons, Apostolic
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
Canons, Ecelesiastical
RENE-GECRGES COOUIN

Canons of Clement
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN

Canons of Epiphanius
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN

Canons of Gregory of Nyssa
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN

Canons of Hippolyvtus
EENE:-GEORGES COOUIN

Canons of Pseudo-Athanasius
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN

Canons of Saint Basil
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN

Canons of Saint John Chrysestom
RENE-GEORGES COOUIN

Cantor
ARCHEBISHOP BASILIOS

Caraccioli, Clement
KHALIL SAMIE, 5.1,

Carpocrates
C. WILFRED GRIGGS

Cassian, Saint John
JEAN-CLAUDE GUY

Castrum
PETER GROSSMANN

LIST OF ARTICLES

Catechetical School of
Alexandria
AZIZ 5. ATIVA

Catechumen
ARCHBISHOP BASILIOS

Catena, Arabic Tradition of
MICHEL VAN ESBROECK

Catholicos
ARCHBISHOP BASILIOS

Celadion, Saint
AZIZ 8. ATITA

Celestinus of Rome
TITO ORLANDI

Celibacy, Clerical
ARCHEBISHOP BASILIOS

Cell
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN

Celsus
W. H. C. FREND

Ceramics, Coptic
PASCALE BALLET
Ceramics of the Late Coptic

Period
GEORGE T. SCANLON

Cerdon, Saint
AZIZ 5. ATIYA

Cerinthus
C. WILFRED GRIGGS

Cerny, Jaroslav
M. L. BIERBRIER

Chaine, Marius Jean Joseph
AZIZ 5. ATIvA

Chairemon of Alexandria
MARTIN KRAUSE

Chalcedon, Council of
W. H. C. FREND

Chaldaean Oracles
C. WILFRED GRIGGS

Champollion, Jean Frangois
AZIZ S, ATIYA

Charisios
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN

Chassinat, Emile Gaston
AZIZ 5. ATIYA

Cheirotonia
OTTo MEINARDUS

Cherubim and Seraphim
ARCHBISHOFP BasILIOS

AV
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Chester Beatty Biblical Papyri

BrUCE M. METZGER

Chester Beatty Coptic Papyri
EBrUCE M. METZGER
Chiftichi, Yuhanna
ANWAR Louca

Chorepiscopus
ARCHEBISHOP BASILIOS

Chrism
Fuan MEGALLY

Chrism, Consecration of the
ARCHBISHOP BASILIOS

Chrismatory
ARCHBISHOP BASILIOS

Christ, Nature of
ARCHBISHOFP BASILIOS

Christ, Triumph of
PauL vaN MOORSEL

Christian Religious Instruction in

Egvptian Public Schools
YUsUF KHALIL YOUSUF
SULAYMAN MASIM

Christian Subjects in Coptic Art

Introduction
PIERRE DU BOURGUET, S.J.
Adoration of the Magi
MARGUERITE
RASSART-DEBERGH
Annunciation
MARIE-HELENE
RUTSCHOWSCAYA
Apostles and Evangelists
PIERRE DU BOURGUET, 5.1.
Baptism of Jesus
PIERRE DU BOURGUET, 5.1.
Bath of the Infant Jesus
PIERRE DU BOURGUET, 5.J.
Galactotrophousa
PAUL vAN MOORSEL
Jeremiah, Saint
MARGUERITE
RAsSART-DEBRERGH
Massacre of the Innocents
PIERRE DU BOURGUET, 5.7,

Menas the Miracle Maker, Saint

PIERRE DU BOURGUET, 5.1.
Nativity
MARGUERITE
RASSART-DERERGH
Orant
PIERRE DU BOURGUET, S.J.

Parthian Horseman
PIERRE DU BOURGUET, S.J.
Shenute, Saint
PIERRE DU BOURGLUET, 5.1.
Tetramorph
PAUL vAN MOORSEL
Thecla, Saint
PIERRE DU BOURGUET, 5.1,
The Twenty-four Elders
OTTO MEINARDUS
Virgin Enthroned

DOROTHY SHEPHERD-PAYER

Christodoros of Coptos
MARTIN KRAUSE

Christodoulus
SUBHI Y. LABIE

Christology
LESLIE W. BARNAERD

Chronicon Orientale
VINCENT FREDERICK

Church, Consecration of
ARCHBISHOFP BASILIOS

Church, Laying the Cornerstone

of
ARCHEBISHOP BASILIOS
Church of Abi Sayfayn
CHARLAMBIA COQUIN

Church Architecture in Egypt

PETER GROSSMANN

Church Art
FPauL van MOORSEL

Church of al-Mu'allagah

CHARLAMBIA COQUIN
Ciasca, Agostino

A7iz 8. ATiYA
Clarke, Somers

AZIZ S, ATIYA

Claudius, Saint
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN

Clédat, Jean

PIERRE DU BOURGUET, S.J.

Clement I, Saint
TITO ORLANDI

Clement of Alexandria
LESLIE W. BARNARD

Clerical College
MIERIT BouTROS GHALL

Clerical Instruction
MARTIN KRAUSE

Clvsma
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MaRTIN, S.1.

Codex
GUNTER POETHEE

Codex Alexandrinus
AZ1z S, ATiTa

Codex Ephraemi Syri
AZIZ 5. ATiYA

Codex Jung
JAM ZANDEE

Codex Justinianus
RANDALL STEWART

Codex Sinaiticus
AZIZ S, ATIYA

Codex Theodosianus
W. H. C, FrREND

Codex Vaticanus
AZIZ S5, ATIYA

Codicology
GUNTER POETHKE

Coinage in Egvpt
Pre-Islamic Period
WILLIAM METCALF
Islamic Period
MicHEL BATES

Colluthus
RANDALL STEWART

Colophon
MARTIN KRAUSE

Communicatio Idiomarum
LESLIE W. BARNARD

Communion
ARCHBISHOP BASILIOS

Communion of the Sick
EMILE MAHER ISHAD

Communion Table
ARCHBISHOP BASILIDS

Community Council, Coptic
ADEL AZER BESTAWRODS
Compline
ARCHBISHOP BASILIOS

Concept of Qur Great Power
MADELEINE SCOPELLO

Concomitance
ARCHRBISHOP BASILIOS

Confession and Penitence
ARCHBISHOP BASILIOS




-

-

Confirmation
ARCHBISHOP BASILIOS

Confraternity
Ewa WIPSZYCEA

Consecration
ARCHBISHOF BASILIOS

Constantine I
EANDALL STEWART

Constantine
History
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
Constantine’s Writings
KHALIL Samir, 5.1,

Constantinople, First Council of
W. H. C. FREND

Constantinople, Second Council
of
W. H. C. FREND

Constantinople, Third Council of
LESLIE W. BARNARD

Consubstantiation
ARCHBISHOP BASILIOS

Consultative Council
YOnAN LABIB RIZO

Copres, Saint

RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
Copt

PIERRE DU BOURGUET, S.J.

Coptic Catholic Church
PETRO B. T. BILANIUK

Coptic Congress of Asyit
SAMIRAH BAHR

Coptic Evangelical Church
SAMUEL HABIE

Coptic Language, Spoken
EMILE MAHER [SHAOQ

Coptic Museum
MunNIr BASTA

Coptic Reform Society
DORIS BEHRENS-ABUSEIF

Coptic Relations with Rome
PETRO B. T. BILAKNIUK

Coptic Street
FuAD MEGALLY

Coptic Testament of Isaac
K. H. KUuHN
Coptologia
FAYEK ISHAK

Coptological Studies
MARTIN KRAUSE

Coptology
MARTIN KRAUSE

Copts in Late Medieval Egypt
CarL F. PETRY

Cornelius
ABRMAND VEILLEUX

Cosmas |
SueH1 Y. LABIE

Cosmas I1
SueH1 Y. LABIE

Cosmas I11
SUBHI Y. LABIB

Cosmas and Damian, Saints
MICHEL VAN ESBROECK

Cosmas Indicopleustes
W. H. C. FREND

Costume, Civil
DOMINIOUE PFISTER
DOMINIOUE FLAMM

Costume, Military
PIERRE DU BOURGUET, 3.J.

Costume of the Religious
NICOLE MORFIN-GOURDIER

Covenant of "Umar

AZIZ 5. ATIYA
Cramer, Maria

MARTIN KRAUSE
Crosby Scheyen Codex

JAMES E. GOEHRING
Cross, Sign of the

ARCHEISHOP BASILIOS
Cross, Triumph ol the

PIERRE DU BOURGUET, S.J.
Cross, Veneration of the

ARCHBISHOFP BASILIOS
Cross-in-Square

PETER GROSSMANN

Crum, Walter Ewing
MARTIN KRAUSE

Crusades, Copts and the
Az71z 8. ATIYA

Curzon, Robert
AZIZ S5 ATIYA
Cycle
TiTo ORLANDI

LIST OF ARTICLES

Cyprian the Magician
THEOFRIED BAUMEISTER
Cyriacus
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN

Cyriacus and Julitta, Saints
TiTo ORLANDI

Cyril I, Saint

AZIZ 5. ATITA
Cyril 11

SUBHI Y. LABIB
Cwril III Ibn Laglaq

SUBHI Y. LABIB
Cyril TV

MOUNIR SHOUCRI
Cyril V

MOUNIR SHOUCRL
Cyril VI

MoOUNIR SHOUCRI
Cyril of Jerusalem

TITO ORLANDI
Cyrus al-Mugawqas

AZIZ 5, ATITA

D

Dahlak
BANDALL STEWART

Dahshar

BEANDALL STEWART
Dalas

EANDALL STEWART

Damalli
REANDALL STEWART

Damanhar
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN

Damanhiiri, Shaykh
Ahmad, al-
Haralp MoOTZKI

Damanhuar al-Wahsh
RANDALL STEWART

Damian
E. E. HARDY

Damm
OT1To MEINARDUS

Dandarah
PETER GROSSMANN

Daniel and Moses
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
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Daniel of Scetis, Saint
TITO ORLANDI
Dagadus
BANDALL STEWART

Dagahlah
EANDALL STEWART

Daressy, Georges Emile
Jules
AZIZ 5. ATIYA

Dating

PIERRE DU BOURGUET, S.J.

Daumas, Francois
ANTOINE GUILLAUMONT

Dayr
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
Dayr, al-
GUY WAGNER
Dayr Abiran
RENE-GEORGES COOQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.J.
Dayr Aba Anab, or Nub
RENE-GEORGES CoOQUIN
MaURICE MARTIN, S.J.
Dayr Aba Bifam (Asyat)
RENE-GEORGES COOQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 8.].
Dayr Abn Bifam (Samalar)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
Davr Abna Bifam (Tima)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
Davr Abna Daraj
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.].
Davr Abnt Fanah
History
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.1,

Architecture
PETER GROSSMANN

Davr Aba Halbanah
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
Dayr Abn Hinnis
History
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S_J.
Buildings
PETER GROSSMANN
Dayr Abud Ishaq
RENE-GEORGES COOQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.J.

Dayr Abd al-Lif
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.1.

Dayr Abu Lifah
0110 MEINARDUS

Dayr AbG Magriatah and Dayr

al-Janadlah
History

RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
Architecture

PETER GROSSMANN

Dayr Aba Matta
MOUNIR SHOUCRI

Dayr Abta Mina
MOUNIE SHOUCRI

Dayr Abi Misa
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MaUrICE MARTIN, S.1.

Dayr Aba Miasa al-"Aswad
FAYEK ISHAK

Dayr Aba Masha
RENE-GEDORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.1.

Davyr Aba Qargirah
ZAak! YUSEF SAAD

Dayr Abu Sarabam
RENE-GEORGES COOQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.].

Dayr Abu Savfayn (Old Cairo)
CHARLAMBIA COOUIN

Dayr Aba Sayfayn (Qis)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.J.

Dayr Aba al-Sayfavn

(Tamwayh)

MAURICE MARTIN, 5.1,
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN

Dayr al-"Adawiyvah
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.].

Dayr al-"Adhra’ {Akhmim)
SHELA McNALLY

Dayr al-"Adhra’ (Asyut)
RENE-GEORGES CoOQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.T.

Dayr al-"Adhra’ (Bayad al-Nasara)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.T.

Dayr al-"Adhra’ (Fayyam)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN

Dayr al-"Adhra’ (Jabal
al-Tayr)
PETER GROSSMANN

Dayr al-"Adhra’ (Samalat)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MauriCE MARTIN, S

Dayr al-Ahmar (Giza)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.1.

Dayr al-Amir Tadris (Jabal Abo
Fudah)
RENE-GEORGES COOQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.1.

Dayr al-Amir Tadris (Luxor)
RENE-GEORGES COOUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 8.1.

Dayr al-Amir Tadris (Muna
al-Amir)
AZIZ 5. ATIYA
Dayr Anbi Abshay (Aba Tij)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MauglCE MARTIN, 8.1,

Dayr Anbi Abshay (Tud)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MaURICE MarTIN, 5.1,

Dayr Anba Antinivis

History

OTTO MEINARDUS
Chronology

RENE-GEORGES COQUIN

MAURICE MARTIN, S.].
General Layout of the
Monastery

PETER GROSSMANN
Wall Paintings

PauL van MOORSEL
Region of Dayr Anba
Antaniyis

RENE-GEORGES COQUIN

MAURICE MARTIN, 5.1,

Dayr Anba Bakhum (Abydos)
RENE-GEORGES COOQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.J.

Dayvr Anba Bakhum

(Barjanus-Minya)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.7.

Davr Anba Bakhtim
{(Madamad-Luxor)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.7.




Dayr Anba Bakhim
{Sawam’ah)
History
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.1,
Architecture
SHELA MCNALLY

Dayr Anba Bidaba
RENE-GEORGES COOUIN
MauriCE MARTIN, 5.1,

Dayr Anba Bisadah

History
RENE-GEORGES CODUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.T.
Architecture
SHELA McNaLLY

Dayr Anba Bishoi (Scetis)
History
AELRED CoDy, 0.5.B.
Architecture
PETER GROSSMANM

Dayr Anba Bishoi {Suhgj)
History
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.1.
Architectural Sculpture
HANS-GEORG SEVERIN
Buildings
PETER GROSSMANN
Dayr Anba Bala (Red Sea)
Chronology
O71T0 MEINARDUS
Historical Landmarks
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.1,
The Old Church
PauL vaN MOORSEL

Dayr Anba Daryus
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.1.

Dayr Anba Hadra
History
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.1.
Architecture
PETER GROSSMANN
Art
PIERRE DU BOURGUET, S8.J.

Dayr Anba Helias
(Nagadah)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.]1.

Dayr Anba Helias (Wadi
al-Natran)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
Davr Anba Hizigval
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
Dayr Anba Maqar
MATTA a1-MISKIN
Dayr Anba Palaemon

RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.1,

Dayr Anba Pisentius
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MaURICE MARTIN, 5.J.

Dayr Anba Samii'il of Qalamiin

(Fayvam)
History
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MauricE MARTIN, S.].
Architecture
PETER GROSSMANN

Dayr Anba Sawirus
RENE-GEORGES CoOQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.7,

Dayr Anba Shinadah (Suhaj)
History
RENE-GEORGES COOUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.T.
Architecture
PETEE. GROSSMANN
Architectural Sculpture
HANS-GEORG SEVERIN

Dayr Apa Anib
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
Dayr Apa Hor (Minva)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
Dayr Apa Hor (Qalyubiyvah)
EENE-GEORGES COQUIN
Dayr Apa Ishag
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MaurICE MARTIN, S 1.

Dayr Apa Jeremiah (Saggara)

History

RENE-GEORGES COQUIN

MAURICE MARTIN, 5.]1.
Archaeology

PETER GROSSMANN
Sculpture

HANS-GEORG SEVERIN
Paintings

MARGUERITE

EASSART-DEBERGH

LIST OF ARTICLES

Dayr Apa Phoibammon
History
MIRRIT BOUTROS GHALI
Buildings
W. GODLEWSKI

Dayr Apa Thomas
REME-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.J.

Dayr al-Arman
RENE-GEORGES COOUIN

Dayr al-"Asal
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MaUrICE MARTIN, S.].

Dayr Asfal al-Ard
RENE-GEORGES CODUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.T.

Davr al-*Askar
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MaARTIN, 8.1

Dayr "Atiyvyah
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.J.

Dayr al-'Awanah
RENE-GEORGES COOQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.].

Dayr al-"Azab

History
RENE-GEORGES COOUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.1,
Architecture
PETER GROSSMANN

Dayr al-Bakhit
History
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.1,
Architecture
PETER GROSSMANN

Dayr al-Balay'zah
History
RENE-GEORGES COOUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.1
Architecture
PETER GROSSMANN

Dayr al-Ballas
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.1,

Dayr Balaja
RENE-GEORGES COOQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.1,

Dayr al-Banat (Fayyim)
PETER GROSSMANN
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Dayr al-Baramis
History
AELRED Copy, O.5.B.
Architecture
PETER GROSSMANN
Church Paintings
PAUL vAN MOORSEL

Dayr al-Barshah and Dayr
al-Nakhlah
History
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.].
Architecture
PETER GROSSMANN

Dayr Bi'l-Habash
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN

Dayr al-Bisrah
History
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.1,
Architecture
PETER GROSSMANN

Dayr Bugtur of Sha
RENE-GEORGES COOUIN
MaUrICE MARTIN, S.).

Dayr al-Dik
History
RENE-GEORGES COOUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.T.
Architecture
PETER GROSSMANN

Dayr Durunkah
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MaURICE MARTIN, 5.,

Dayr Ebifania
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.1.

Dayr Epiphanius
MaLcolm L. PEEL

Dayr al-Fakhori

History
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.1.
Architecture
GEORGES CASTEL
PETER GROSSMANN

Dayr al-Ghaniyim
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MaURICE MARTIN, 5.J.

Dayr Ghubriyal (Armant)

RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.1.
Dayr al-Hadid
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S5.].
Dayr al-Hajar (Dakhlah)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
Dayr al- Hammam
History
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.J.
Architecture
PETER GROSSMANN
Davr Harmina
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.].

Dayr al-Tkhwah
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 8.1,

Dayr al-"Izam (Asyiit)

History
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.1.
Architecture
PETER GROSSMANN

Dayr al-"Izam (Cairo)
PETER GROSSMANN

Dayr al-JTabrawi

History
RENE-GEORGES COOQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.J.
Architecture
PETER GROSSMANN

Dayr al-Tarnis
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.].

Dayr al-Jawli
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.1.

Dayr al-Ju’

RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MavrIiCE MARTIN, 5.].

Dayr al-Khadim
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.1,

Dayr al-Khandagq
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MaUrICE MARTIN, S.1.

Dayr al-Kubaniyyah
History

RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.].
Architecture
PETER GROSSMANN
Dayr al-Madinah
History
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.].
Art and Architecture
PIERRE DU BOURGUET, S.].
Davr al-Maghtis
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
Dayr al-Majma’
History
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.J.
Architecture
PETER GROSSMANN

Davr al-Malak (Dakhlah Oasis)
PETER GROSSMANN

Dayr al-Malak (Nag Hammadi)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.1,

Dayr al-Malak Mikha'tl {Akhmim)

History
RENE-GEORGES COOUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.].
Architecture
SHELA McNALLY

Dayr al-Malak Mikha'il (Fayyam)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 8.].

Dayr al-Malak Mikha'il (Idfq)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 8.].

Dayr al-Malak Mikha'il (Jirja)
REKE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.J.

Dayr al-Malak Mikha’il

(Marighah)
RENE-GEORGES COOUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.J.
Dayr al-Malak Mikha'll (Naj*
al-Drayr)
SHELA MCNALLY

Dayr al-Malak Mikha'il (Nagadah)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.].

Dayr al-Malak Mikha'il (Qamiulah)
History



T

RENE-GEORGES COQUIN

MAURICE MARTIN, S.].
Architecture

PETER GROSSMANN

Dayr al-Malak Mikha'l

(al-Rayramin)

RENE-GEORGES COQUIN

MAURICE MARTIN, S.].

Dayr Mar Bugtur (Qamulah)
History
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.]J.
Architecture
PETER GROSSMANN
Dayr Mar Jirjis (Dimiqrat)
RENE-GEORGES COOUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.].
Davr Mar Jirjis (Sidamant)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.].
Davr Mar Jirjis al-Hadidi
History
RENE-GEORGES COOUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.].
Architecture
SHELA McNaLLY
Dayr Mar Mina
(Gharbiyvah)
RENE-GEORGES COOUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.J.
Dayr Mar Mina (Hiw)
RENE-GEORGES COOUIN
MAuRICE MARTIN, 5.J.
Dayr Mar Mina (Jabal Aba
Fudah)
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.J.

Dayr Mart Maryam
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
Dayr Mar Tumas
SHELA McNALLY
Dayr al-Matmar
History
RENE-GEORGES CooUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S.1.

Architecture
PETER GROSSMANN

Dayr Matra
RENE-GEORGES COOUIN
MaAURICE MARTIN, S.].

Dayr al-Maymah
RENE-GEORGES CoOUIN

Dayr al-Maymiin
History
RENE-GEORGES COQUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, 5.].
Architecture
PETER GROSSMANN

Davr al-Misavkrah
PETER GROSSMANN

Dayr al-Muharrag
RENE-GEORGES CODUIN
MAURICE MARTIN, S..
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Foreword

The Coptic Encyclopedia began as a dream. The
visionary was Aziz Suryal Ativa, medievalist by pro-
fession and one of the founders of the University of
Alexandria in 1942,

In 1952, Aziz Atiya resigned from the university
and returned to Cairo to devote his time to writing,
Shortly thereafter he was asked to join the Coptic
Community Council, an organization supervising
religious and secular church affairs. The church
owned a building in Cairo with a large amphithea-
ter for religious, cultural, and social services. In a
meeting of the council in 1953, Dr. Ativa suggested
the idea of establishing an institute for the study of
the Coptic heritage, a field long neglected. He pre-
vailed upon the church to assign a floor in the
building to the institute, which became the Higher
Institute of Coptic Studies. The idea was met with
great enthusiasm, and donations of books from pri-
vate libraries formed the nucleus for the new insti-
tute. A great asset to the institute close by was the
Society of Coptic Archaeology founded by Mirrit
Boutros Ghali, which holds a large specialized Cop-
tic library.

With the Higher Institute of Coptic Studies estab-
lished, a Coptic encyclopedia became a possibility.
Accordingly, Dr. Ativa gathered around him a num-
ber of eminent Egyptologists and Coptologists, in-
cluding Sami Gabra, Labib Habachi, and Murad Ka-
mil. Others such as Ragheb Moftah and Isaac
Fanous found a haven for their work in the insti-
tute. Dr. Ativa's thoughts never wavered from the
concept of an encyelopedia, the possibility of which
he continually advanced among his colleagues. Of
them, Labib Habachi always showed great enthusi-
asm for the project.

In 1955 Dr. Atiya was invited to be a visiting
professor at the University of Michigan at Ann Ar-
bor for one year. Other universities and institutions
prevailed upon him to extend his stay for short
periods. It seemed as if fate kept him in the United
States. His final assignment was at the University of
Utah in 195%, where he established a Middle East
Center. Realizing that his visit would be prolonged,
he passed on the directorship of the Higher Insti-
tute of Coptic Studies to Sami Gabra. Even so, the
dream of an encyclopedia persisted and, during
each subsequent visit to Egypt, he would revive the
idea with colleagues and enthusiasts.

By 1976, a Coptic encvclopedia seemed realiza-
ble. For the first time an International Congress of
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Coptic Studies convened in Cairo, sponsored by the
Egyvptian Antiquities Organization and UNESCO.
Scholars from sixteen countries attended. His Holi-
ness Pope Shenouda I1T made reference to an ency-
clopedia in his address to the Congress. During the
meeting, the International Association for Coptic
Studies (IACS) was created. The minutes of that
congress led Dr. Ativa to names and addresses of
persons involved in Coptic studies. He acted imme-
diately by writing to them to solicit their assistance.
The response was favorable, and most of them pro-
posed topics in their own fields,

Encouraged, Dr. Ativa conducted a feasibility
study, compiling a list of entries on various topics.
At the same time, he explored ways to hund the
project. The MNational Endowment for the Humani-
ties (NEH) became the obvious source. Motivated
by the number of articles in hand and by waritten
commitments, Dr. Ativa submitted an application to
the NEH in July 1977. NEH approved an outright
award along with a matching funds grant, and the
project of the Coptic Encyclopedia began officially
in September 1979,

The search for matching funds became the first
priority. The patriarch of the Coptic church, Pope
Shenouda III, responded immediately. With funds
in hand the work began, but the bulk of the match.
ing funds were yet to be raised. Committees for that
purpose were formed in America, Europe, and
Egypt. Amin Fakry Abdelnour of Cairo took the lead
in fund-raising. Hence, the first task, entirely finan-
cial, presented no major problems.

The next phase saw the selection of a commitiee
to establish guidelines for the project. Contacts with
international scholars resulted in a first meeting of
consultants in March 1980. It was hosted by the
Rocketeller Foundation at their Bellagio Study and
Conference Center, Villa Serbelloni, Lake Como,
Italy. During that first meeting the Encvclopedia
began to take shape. An editorial board was formed,
with each editor responsible for a particular area of
study. At the end of the Bellagio session, it was
agreed that the editorial board should meet again in
September 1980 during the second International
Congress of Coptic Studies in Rome. There, hnal
guidelines were established. Three turther editorial
meetings were held in Switzerland in 1982, 1984,
and 1985. These meetings allowed editors the op-
portunity to exchange ideas with each other, co-
ordinate their work, or modify the list of entries.
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Three editors died before the completion of the
project: Subhi Y. Labib, Pierre du Bourguet, S.J.,
and Aziz S. Ativa. As stated by S. Kent Brown in
announcing the loss of Dr. Ativa in the Journal of
the American Research Center: "In light of both his
untiring devoetion to learning and, especially during
the past eleven vears, his complete attention Lo the
encyclopedia project, it is perhaps htting that the
last briet illness, which claimed his life, overtook
him as he sat at his desk laboring over his beloved
Coptic Encyclopedia.”

Thereafter, the academic work on the Encyclope-
dia needed very little to come to a close, and it
became my responsibility to finish the work. With
the help of the present director of the Middle East
Center, Lee L. Bean, the Coptic Encyclopedia now
finally sees the light.

The impact of the Coptic period of Egypt can be
felt to the present day through survivals in the daily
language of the people, the names of towns and
villages in Upper and Lower Egypt, and the use of
the Coptic agricultural calendar. In short, the Cop-

tic heritage is shared by all Egyptians—regardless
of their religious affiliation. Moreover, Coptic influ-
ence extended far beyond the boundaries of Egypt
—to Europe and Asia—in Christendom’s monastic
orders, its illuminated manuscripts of the Bible,
and its theological schools. Coptic Egypt has been a
neglected phase of Egyptian history. It fell between
the glamor of Pharaonic Egypt and the stupendous
surge of Islam that swept the world, including
Egypt. However, Coptic studies have acquired a re-
newed dynamism both with the discovery of the
Nag Hammadi Codices in 1945 and through other
discoveries, mainly from excavations and museam
displays.

It is hoped that the publication of the Coptic En-
cyclopedia will shed more light on a period that
started with the Christianization of Egypt by Saint
Mark the Evangelist and continued for centuries
after the Arab invasion of Egypt in the seventh cen-
tury.

LOLA ATIYA




Preface

Four million according to the ofhicial census, and
six million in the opinion of some unofficial con-
tenders, the Copts are the purest descendants of the
ancient Egyptians. They are sometimes dramatical-
ly, but not altogether correctly, described as the
“modern sons of the pharachs.” Though it is diffi-
cult to define the exact genealogy of that Mediterra-
nean race, there is no doubt that one cementing
factor has kept their gualities as pure as can be
expected. That factor is their religion and their
church, in whose fold Copts have remained unper-
turbed throughout the centuries. The introduction
of Christianity in Egypt was one of the most mo-
mentous events in the history of the country, and
the ready acceptance of the new religion by the
Egyptians calls for an inquiry into Egyptian history.

We must remember that Christianity was
preached in the eternal city of Alexandria by Saint
Mark, the author of the oldest known gospel. The
astounding response to the new preaching and the
spread of the new religion among the Copts was not
a matter of chance. Ancient Egyptian mythology,
strangely enough, prepared the way for the spread
of the new gospel. The basic ideas in the Christian
faith had parallels in Egyptian beliefs, and this took
away the strangeness of Christianity from Egyptian
minds. After all, the first monotheist in the annals
of world history was Akhenatan in the fourteenth
century B.C. Though unsuccessful at the time, this
remained a potent precedent in Egyptian thought.
The idea of the trinity found its double in every
Egvptian nome or province that had its own tnad.
Most famous of all the triads is the one represented
by the myth of Osiris, [sis, and Horus. The birth of a
god from a virgin mother through a holy spirit was
a common idea in ancient Egypt where the best
representation of this principle is the birth of the
bull god Apis from a virgin cow, in whose bosom
the Ptah, father of all the gods, breathed his own
spirit. Some pharachs, such as Horemheb of the
Twentieth Dynasty, claim descent from Osiris. The
same pharach was ancinted by washing with holy
water for a spiritual rebirth, a ritual that finds its
equivalent in the Christian baptism. Even the sign
of the cross that Christians adopted as the symbol
of eternal life had its counterpart in the ancient
Egyptian ankh, a cross with a rounded head that
was always found in the right hand of gods and
pharachs to attest their eternity.

The very foundation of the ancient religion and

LXI

indeed all Egyptian civilization was centered on im-
mortality and the reward of heaven or hell to the
pious and the impious. The ancients upheld the
doctrine of the resurrection of the body and conse-
quently preserved the body or its likeness for the
“Ka'' or soul to return to it in the life beyond. This
idea seems to be at the very root of all facets of
ancient Egyptian culture. Pyramids and tombs, the
glory of the ancients, were planned together with
mummification for the protection of the dead.
Sculpture and painting furnished a device for the
“Ka" to identify its likeness and occupy it in case
the mummy perished. Without identifying the an-
cient mythology with Christian doctrine, we must
concede that that parallelism in thought paved the
way for the acceptance of the new faith, for the
purification of the late Egyptian debasement and
corruption of the older mythology.

The Flight of the Holy Family to Egypt also
played a role. Jesus who came as a mere infant
returned to Palestine a voung boy whose mind must
have been exposed to the wisdom of the Egyptians,
To the present day, the Copts cherish the thought
that they gave refuge to Jesus the fugitive and fol-
low the stations of the progress of the Holy Family
in places of pilgrimage; churches have been con-
structed over some of them. People of all ages have
followed in the steps of the Master through the
Delta to Middle Egypt as far as the spot where the
Monastery of the Virgin known as Dayr al-Muharraq
still stands, continuously inhabited to this day.

The establishment of the Coptic church came to
pass at the hands of Saint Mark the Evangelist, who
became its first patriarch between AD. 42, the vear
of his entry into Alexandria, and 68, the yvear of his
martyrdom in the same city. His first convert was a
cobbler named Anianus, who followed him in the
episcopate of Alexandria. Since the Coptic mind
had been ready for the acceptance of the new relig-
ion, it is no wonder that Christianity spread in
Egvpt with bewildering rapidity. The Copts, who
refused to offer incense and libation to the imperial
image as a common deity in those pagan days, were
subjected to the severest persecution. The Copts
cared little about their fate, and unlike many other
Christians, they worshiped in the open and not in
the catacombs, and in this way courageously sought
the crown of martyrdom. So herce was the wave of
persecution in Egypt that the Copts decided to start
their church calendar with the vear of the accession
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of Emperor Diocletian (a.p. 284), during whose
reign the massacre of the Christians is said to have
reached its peak.

In spite of persecution the Catechetical School of
Alexandria had become the natural successor to the
brilliant ancient academy of learning known as the
Museon. Thus for the first time in history did Chris-
tian theology have a scholarly home where men of
learning began to systematize the hitherto amor-
phous Christian doctrines. Immortal names figure
in the panel of its teachers, from Pantaenus to
Clement, and from Origen to Didymus the Blind.
All were men of tremendous learning, whose work
still ranks high in all treatises on patrology. Origen,
a true son of Egypt and its church, was perhaps the
most prolific theologian of all time; an incredible
five thousand books are ascribed to him. Whatever
the truth of this contention, he is known to be the
author of the first system of theclogy; the compiler
of the Hexapla, including the whole text of the Bi-
ble in six ancient languages; and the commentator
on almost all the books of the Old Testament.

The age of the church fathers abounds in saints
whose great piety and untiring search for the Chris-
tian truths filled the entire community with that fire
of the faith that can still illuminate the way for us.
Some of these names are recited in every Coptic
liturgy to this day. There is Demetrius, who led the
Alexandrian populace in the batile for the extermi-
nation of paganism from that city, Athanasius the
Apostolic, Arius the “arch-heretic,” Saint Antony
the Great, Saint Pachomius, Cyril the Great, Dios-
corus, and others. Some of these men led the Chris-
tian world in the formative years of the ecumenical
movement that Constantine the Great initiated in
the Council of Nicaea (325). The bishop of Alexan-
dria, Alexander, was accompanied to that council
by a voung deacon named Athanasius, who was the
power behind the throne. Evidently it was he who
composed the famous credo approved by the Ni-
cene bishops as the basis of Christian dogma. Atha-
nasius was destined to become patriarch of Alexan-
dria at a time when the Arian heresy was rapidly
spreading in the Christian world, and it fell to him
to combat it.

This was also the age of monasticism. Begun by
Paul the Hermit and Saint Antony the Great in the
Eastern Desert, monastic rule was perfected by
Saint Pachomius the Great in the Thebaid, while
the societies of Macarius the Great and Macarius
Alexandrinus in the wilderness of Mareotis and Nit-
ria developed inte ascetic and learned centers.
Their settlements in the wildemess attracted pil-

grims from the Byzantine empire and the rest of
Europe. Saint Basil transplanted the rule of Pa-
chomius to Greece, and John Cassian founded his
famous monastery in southern France on a Coptic
model. The vestiges of his influence are still seen in
the Fort St. Victor in Marseilles and the monastervy
of the Ile de St. Honorat off the coast of Cannes.

This was equally the age of missionary endeavor.
Wherever the Roman legionaries opened the way,
Coptic missionaries followed in their trail to preach
the faith and oftentimes earn the crown of martyr-
dom in distant lands. It was thus that the Coptic
saints Felix, Exuperantius, and Regula, who appear
on the arms of the city of Zurich, perished on the
shores of the Limmat river and were buried under
the Wasserkirche in the heart of that city. The Copts
extended their message to many parts of Gaul. They
are known even to have crossed the Channel to the
British Isles long before the coming of Saint Augus-
tine of Canterbury. The tombs of seven Coptic
monks have been identified in Disert Aldith in
County Donegal not far from Belfast at the north-
eastern tip of Ireland.

The fourth and fifth centuries were times of great
religious turmoil that are marked by the Council of
Nicaea in 325 and the Council of Chalcedon in 451.
Between those two dates, the Coptic bishops cham-
pioned the cause of orthodoxy against emerging
heresies such as Arianism and Nestorianism. The
leading role of Saint Cyril the Great at the Council
of Ephesus in 431 was so overwhelming that the
Western and Byzantine divines called the Coptic
patriarchs Pharaohs of the Church. This did not sit
well with the bishops of Byzantine and the West,
where the prelates of Constantinople were in im-
perial favor and the bishops of Rome filled the
imperial vacuum in the Eternal City. Thus we see a
rising alliance against Egyvpt, which was regarded as
a satellite province of the Byzantine empire. In this
way, both the Roman and Byzantine bishops,
backed by imperial power, united hands at Chalce-
don in an attempt to humiliate Dioscorus, patriarch
of Alexandria. It is a mistake to hold to the one-
sided Western view that the issue was solely theo-
logical. The political background of the whole story
of Coptic monophysitism versus the West's leaning
toward diophysitism is not to be minimized.

Deposed and degraded, Dicscorus became the
symbeol of disaffection, and rising hatred begat new
waves of persecutions of the Christians of the East
by the Christians of the West. Two parallel lines of
patriarchs arose in Alexandria: the one Melchite,
Greek, and imperialist, the other native Egyptian,




nationalist, and anti-Chalcedonian in profession,
The one was appointed by the emperor and was
seated on the throne of Alexandria by imperial
arms, the other was elected by the Copts and be-
came a patriarch errant among the Coptic monastic
institutions of Egypt. Then Emperor Justinian, who
was interested in a perfectly united theocracy, de-
vised a new system of governance in Egvpt, where-
by the patriarch became the prefect of the country
and the general of the armed forces. This irregular
and totally unspiritual combination was intended to
uproot “monophysitism” by brutal force. To this
day the Copts remember diabolical persecutions of
the Chalcedonian Patriarch-Prefect-General Cyrus
on the eve of the Arab conquest of 639-642. They
were reminiscent of the black days of Decius and
Diocletian. At the time of the Arab invasion the
Copts had already been so alienated from the main-
stream of Western Christianity that they could do
nothing but stand by and watch the edihice of im-
perial power crumble to the ground. Under Byzan-
tine rule, the Copts had lost both political and reli-
gious independence. Indeed they had lost
everything except self-respect and the tenacity to
hght the persecution, rapacity, and brutality of the
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foreign legions. Under the Arabs, on the contrary,
their church became the only official church. The
native patriarch obtained considerable freedom to
run the internal affairs of his people. This may help
to elucidate the position of the Copts vis-a-vis the
Arab conguest. They watched until their Greek op-
pressors were routed, and from that time the Copts
were almaost totally unknown by their co-religionists
in the West.

The Copts’ subsequent history under Arab rule
was marked by further flight and endurance. The
miracle of the survival of the Copts as a community
through the ages may be ascribed to two main
factors—the one internal and the other external.
The internal factor may be summed up in their
profound spirituality, which sustained their un-
flinching adherence to their church as a compre-
hensive way of life. The external factor was their
acceptance as an integral part of the country by the
Muslim rulers, who systematically employed them
in the affairs and ofhces of state. With the emer-
gence of democracy in modern times, the Copts’
enfranchisement became complete.

A7z 5. ATiYA
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Introduction

Most of the approximately 2,800 articles in the Cop-
tic Encyclopedia are divided among four main ar-
eas: early Christian history, biographies of many
saints and other important Coptic church hgures,
art and architecture, and archaeology. The geo-
graphical region covered in this work is present-day
Egypt, Mubia (roughly modern-day Sudan), and
Ethiopia.

The early history of the Coptic church is the early
history of all Christians. Until the Council of Chal-
cedon in AD. 451, when the Coptic church broke
away from the rest of Christianity over the issue of
monaphysitism,  Alexandria, with its famed
Catechetical School, was a leading center of Chris-
tian learning. Origen was the most famous church
father to come out of that school; there were many
others. After 451, when the Copts no longer attend-
ed the ecumenical church councils, the West slowly
forgot about the Christians in Egypt. They did not
converge again until the time of the Crusades,
when the Copts were treated as an enemy, a hereti-
cal sect to be driven from the holy places along
with the Arabs.

Coptic history is still being unearthed today—
literally. The many archaeoclogical digs continue to
bring to light the remains of old monasteries, papy-
ri, and art objects from which we gain a better
understanding of Coptic civilization. There are in
the Encyclopedia over 400 entries for monasteries,
ranging from those institutions that have been in
existence since the beginning of monasticism, to
the many ruins of monastery buildings, and to de-
scriptions of monasteries known only from papyri.
All these articles begin with “Dayr,” the Arabic
word for “house” and, by extension, monastery.

Volume 8 contains an appendix with articles on
Coptic linguistics. Grouped together, and with an
introduction by Rodolphe Kasser, these articles
present all available knowledge about the origin of
the Coptic language and its various subdialects, an
invaluable resource for students of linguistics. Vol-
ume 8 also contains the extensive index for the first
seven volumes.

No encyclopedia article can claim to be exhaus-
tive. Therefore, almost all entries have a bibliogra-

phy listing sources for further reading. Two types of
references are not part of these bibliographies: clas-
sical texts, which can be found in a variety of mod-
ern editions; and modern works cited so frequently
by the contributors to the Encyclopedia that they
would have appeared in almost every bibliography
(e.g., Georg Gral's Geschichte der christlichen arab-
ischen Literatur and the many editions, in various
languages, of the Synaxarion, the Coptic calendar of
saints). These works can be found in the General
Bibliography at the beginning of Volume 1.

The encyclopedia articles are linked by a compre-
hensive set of crossreferences. When the reader
encounters a word In small capital letters, that
name or term is the subject of a separate entry.
Thus in the sentence, “The ftounder of cencbitic
monasticism was PACHOMIUS,” the reader is alerted
that there is a separate article on Pachomius. The
reader will also hnd cross-references at the end of
entries, such as “[See also: Monasticism,
Pachomian]” at the end of the article on Theodorus
of Tabennésé. This system of crossreferences al-
lows the reader complete access to the information
in the work.

Often, readers will attempt to hnd information
and will be directed to another place in the ency-
clopedia. This set of so-called blind entries, ar-
ranged alphabetically throughout the Encyclopedia
(such as "Adoration of the Magi. See Christian Sub-
jects in Coptic Art'), direct the reader to the entry
under which the desired information can be
found.

A project such as the Coptic Encyclopedia is a
major undertaking, requiring the cooperation of
many people. [ was very fortunate in working with
Mrs. Lola Ativa, whose unfailing dedication and en-
ergy kept the project on schedule after her hus-
band's death. Her two assistants, Donna Smart and
Dorothy Wiscombe, know how much I owe them. If
there will ever be a calendar of saints for editors,
Donna and Dorothy will be the first to be canon-
ized.

ELLY DICKASON
Managing Editor
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ABABIUS, SAINT, a monk of Scetis. The Copto-
Arabic SYNAXARION by MIKHAIL, bishop of Atrib and
Malij (about 1240), makes no mention of Saint Aba-
bius. However, a fourteenth-century Arabic manu-
script, copied in Syria, gives a long life of this saint.
The manuscript attributes this life to JOHN COLOBOS
(National Library, Paris, Arabe 259, fols. 57r-104v;
Graf, 1947, p. 504).

This text is unigue and as yet not translated, A
translation of the incipit may be instructive: “0 my
brothers and you who love the living God, T now
commence describing the virtues and the life of our
father. The parents of this saint, Father Ababiyis,
were just and pious.”
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KHALIL SAMIR, 5.J.

ABAMUN OF TARNUT, SAINT, a fourth
century martyr known only from the brief mention
of him made by MIKHA'IL, bishop of Atrib and Maljj
(c. 1240}, in the Copto-Arabic SYNAXARION (feast day:
27 Abih).

Tarniit (with a nonemphatic initial T, contrary to
the forms given by E. aMmELINEAU, 1893, p. 493) is
situated on the west branch of the Nile, where the
road reaches it coming from Wadi al-Natrin.

When Abamian was in Upper Egypt and saw how
Christians were being martyred, he presented him-
self of his own free will to Arianus, povernor of
AxTiNOOPOLIS, who had him tortured (blows, string-

ing-up, iron combs, and nails in his body). He then
sent him to Alexandria, where many Christians, in-
spired by his example, offered themselves for martyr-
dom, including a girl named Theophila, who railed
against the governor and his idols. She was cast into
the fire, which failed to harm her, and was then
beheaded. As for Abamin, his limbs were cut off and
he was beheaded.
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KHALIL SAMIR, S.7T,

ABAMUN OF TUKH, SAINT, martyr known

only from the brief note dedicated to him by MIKHA'IL,
bishop of Atrib and Malij, around 1240, in the
Copto-Arabic syNAXARION (feast day: 13 Abib).

He was from Takh in the diocese of Bani, known
today as Abusir Bana (cf. E. AMELINEAU, 1893, pp.
A4-85), a town situated about 10 miles (16 km)
southeast of Mahallah al-Kubra, in the province of
al-Gharbiyvah. He was informed in a vision of the
anpel MICHAEL that he would suffer martyrdom at
ANTINOOPOLIS. He therefore went there. The governor
Eukhious made him suffer all kinds of tortures (the
rack, fre, red-hot iron, flogging, furnace, flaying)
and finally had him beheaded. Julius of Aqfahs
(Kbehs) took his body, wrapped it in cloths, and had
it carried to his homeland, as was the customary
practice of this saint (Basset, p. 76, “He worked
great miracles’).

Mikha'il, bishop of Atrib and Malij, adds an inter-
esting detail: “His body is at present in the Sa'id,”
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which R. Basset mistakenly translated as “His body
is stifl to-day in Upper Egypt” ("Son corps est encore
aujourd'hui dans la Haute-Egypte”). This sentence
was correctly translated by I. Forget (Vol. 2, p. 218,
Il. 33-34) as “et illud corpus nunc in AEgypto super-
iore asservatur.” In fact, his body had been carried
to his homeland, that is, to Takh, and probably trans-
ferred to Upper Egypt at the beginning of the thir-
teen century. The indication is wvague, tvpical of
someone from the Delta, for whom the South is all
simply “Sa'ld Misr."”

However, ABU SALIH THE ARMENIAN, at the beginning
of the thirteenth century, records that one of the
churches of al-Bahnasa was dedicated to Abamun
(with a short &) (cf. Aba Salih, fol. 73b, Arabic p.
93/8), Evetts, in a note (cf. English translation, p.
210), does not know whether this church is to be
ascribed to Abaman of Takh or to his namesake of
27 Abib.

There are several reasons to suppose that the dedi-
cation is 1o Abamin of Takh. The first is that Julius
of Agfahs, who was from this same region of al-
Bahnasa, personally took care of this martyr and not
of the other. The second is the information given in
the Synaxarion that the martyr's body was at that
time in the Sa®id, which entails a cult arcound a
church. Finally, the Synaxarion states that he worked
many miracles, and this, too, is always linked to the
existence of a church dedicated to the martyr.
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KHALIL SaMIR, 8.7,

ABARKAH. 5¢¢ Eucharistic Wine.

‘ABBAS 1. See Muhammad 'Ali Dynasty.

‘ABBAS II. See Mubhammad "Ali Dynasty: Hilmi.

ABBASIDS AND COPTS. See Tulunids and
Ikhshids, Copts Under the.

ABBATON. Abbaton occupies an important place

in Coptic angelology as the angel of death. Two texts
in particular give us details of him: a homily attribut-
ed to TIMOTHY | of Alexandria, Enthronterment of Abba-
ton, and the Apocalvpse of Bartholomew. (See APOCRY-
PHAL LITERATURE.)

According to the first text, the angel was originally
called Muriel, and was given the task by God of
collecting the earth used to form Adam. The angel
was then nominated guardian. Evervone, both incar-
nate and bodiless beings, feared him, but by his
prayers he obtained from God the promise that men
who venerated him during their lifetime might be
saved. An important role is also reserved for Abbaton
on the day of the Last Judgment, as he will take the
souls 1o the Josephat Valley.

According to the second text, he was present in
the tomb of Christ at the moment of the Resurrec
tion.
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Tiro QRLANDI

ABBOT. In the ancient monastic sources {APOPHTHEG-

MATA PATRUM, HISTORIA MONACHORUM IN AEGYPTO, PALLA-
pivs Historia Lawsiaea, etc.), the name of a monk i3
generally preceded by the Greek word abbas or abba,
the cognate of the Coptic apa (Sahidic) or abba (Bo-
hairic), the Arabic aba or anba. This is clearly the
Aramaic and Syriac ab in its emphatic state, abba,
“father.” (It is also attested, less frequently, in the
feminine, in the form ansmas or amma, correspond-
ing to the Syriac ‘em, ‘enumna, "mother.”)

The term is applied to the monk considered as a
spiritual father, because endowed with charismata,
as is shown by the apothegm Antonv 31 in the Apo-
phthegmata Patrune (85 B), One day, Antony receives
a letter from the emperor Constantius IT inviting
him to come to Constantinople. "Must [ go?”" Antony
asks his disciple Paul (probably pAUL THE SIMPLE). The
latter replies, "If you go, you will be called Antony,
but if you do not go, Abba Antony.” If the monk
remains in the desert, he is abba; but it he goes into
the world, he loses his qualities as abba, that is, his
charisma and spiritual authority. The story of Paul
the Simple as it is related by Palladius (1904, Vol. 2,
pp. 69-74) is also revealing in this respect: so long
as Paul is a novice, he is simply “Paul,” but when he




has become a genuine ascetic, capable of working
miracles, Antony calls him “Abba Paul.”

This guality is not necessarily linked 10 a person’s
age. Thus, we read in the Apophthegmara Patrum
(Poemen 61, 336 D) that the abbot Joseph is aston-
ished to hear the abbot POEMEN call the voung Aga-
thon abba: “He is still voung; why do you call him
abba?” Poemen replies, “Because his mouth [that is,
his words] makes one call him abba.” This quality is
also independent of any function in the community.
In Chapter 34 of the Historia lausiaca (1904, Vol. 2,
pp- 98-100), Palladius tells the story of a nun who,
put of humility, passed herself off in a community of
virgins as simpleminded and thus had contempt and
ill treatment heaped upon her by her companions,
One day a venerable anchorite came to visit them
and asked to see this nun, whose holiness had been
revealed to him in a vision. When she appeared, he
said to them all, “It is you who are simpleminded,
for she is our amma, vours and mine.” Palladius
adds, "It is in fact thus that those who are spiritual
are called,"”

However, the usage became established—very rap-
idly it seems—of calling every monk abba and every
nun awnd. Furthermore, when a monk comes to
ask for a "“word,” or counsel, from an older monk or
one whom he holds spiritually superior 1o himself,
he addresses him deferentially as "Father” Accord-
ing to the Coptic lives of Pachomius, it seems that in
the early Pachomian community, Pachomius was
designated simply by the word Apa used as a proper
noun (Lefort, 1943, pp. 375-76). Later, when the use
of the word had become widespread and was applied
to any monk, it was usual to designate the founder
and superior of the community by saying “our father
Pachomius™ or "our father Apa Pachomius,” and
likewise for his successors, as in “our {ather Theo-
dorus.”

How can we explain this use of a word of Aramaic
origin among the monks of Egypt? Following Reitz-
enstein (1916, p. 210), some have thought that it was
due 1o an influence from Svyria and the Synac lan-
guage. But we have no proof for any influence of
Syrian monasticism on Coptic monasticism; more-
over, the use of the word abba as applied to the
maonks does not seem to be of Syriac origin. In that
language it only appears in translations of Greek
works, notably the Apophthegmata Patrun:, in the
Paradise of Enanisho (seventh century), and the
word was retained thereafter largelv to designate
the superiors of monasteries. Thus, it appears more
probable, as Hausherr asserts (1955, pp. 17-39),
that this monastic use of the word ahba originates
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in the Scriptures, or more exactly the New Testa-
ment. As in Mark 14:36, Romans 8:15, and Gala-
tians 4:6, the word was probably employed at first
in the vocative, with a nuance at once of respect
and of familiarity. In the New Testament the term
(examined by Jeremias, 1966) is applied solely to
God. The use that was made ol it among the Egyp-
tian monks is explained by the fact that the “spiritu-
al father” was judged fit to direct or to counsel
solely by wvirtue of the charisma that he had re-
ceived from God. In a certain manner he participat-
ed in the divine paternity.
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ANTOINE GUILLAUMONT

"‘ABDALLAH. A Coptic priest, "Abdallah wrote in

1446-1447 that he had read an Arabo-Coptic manu-
script transcribed in 1443 and containing principally
the Psalter (National Library, Paris, Arabe 42). Folios
230v-31r include a note from him.
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KHALIL SaMmir, 5.J.

'ABDALLAH IBN MUSA. ‘Abdallah is known

only from a note left in a manuscript (National Li-
brary, Paris, Arabe 107, fol. 126v), which states that
he was a deacon and that the manuscript belonged
to him. The manuscript was copied by a Copt and
completed on 16 Kanan II 1696 of the Greeks/a.p.
1385, suggesting that the copy was made in Syria. It
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contains the Copiic Horologion and the Song of the
Three Young Men in the Furnace (fols. 1-132r), an
anonymous commentary on John 20:17 (fols. 132-
33), two pieces for the feast of the Epiphany (fols.
134-62), and the story of Job (fols. 162-88v).
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KHALIL SAMIE, S.J.

‘ABDALLAH NIROI, the site of a medieval town
and cemetery located in Egyptian Nubia on the west
bank of the Nile, about 4 miles (6 km) to the east of
the temple of Abu Simbel, now under the water of
Lake Nasser. The name means “place of "Abdallah,”
after the name of a local farmer in the time of the
survey of U. Monneret de Villard (1921-1934). A
partial excavation was made by a Dutch mission (di-
rector A. Klasens, 1962=1%64, central church) and a
Hungarian mission (director L. Castiglione, 1964,
central part and western suburb, northern and
southern church of Town A, a sector of Cemetery
249),

The earliest settlement consisted of poor houses in
an irregular ground plan, and Ballana horizon pot-
tery was discovered in the southern part of the cen-
ter of Town A. In the central part and western sub-
urb of the settlement, sudden growth occurred from
the second half of the seventh century, with some
building of substantial double houses, such as a lon-
gitudinal barrel-vaulted room divided into two parts.
Ocecasionally there were small yards and housing for
individual family units.

From the middle of the eighth century, unit hous-
es were built. They were larger, mostly two-storied
buildings with one larger transversal barrel-vaulted
room occupying the whole width and three smaller
vaulted rooms perpendicular to it. At that time a
network of streets reached down to the river,

The central church, built around 700-750, con-
tained the first painting in violet style (apse: Maria
orant between apostles; walls: protection by Virgin,
protection by archangel, standing fgures of saints)
{Jakobielski, 1982, pp. 154ff.) The southern church
came slightly later.

Possibly in the early ninth century a citadel wall
was erected around the central part including the
central church. It was not for defensive purposes,
however. Repainting of the central church in white
and multicolored style took place from the early
eleventh century onward. Protection scenes show an
archangel, a saint, the Nativity, the Virgin, Saint
Ann, Christ in tondo, Christ with book in a rectangu-
lar frame, Christ in clipeus (shield) between the four
living creatures over a cross, the theophany of the
cross, saints on horseback, a scene with a saint, and
a “man in the jar” by the painter of Archangel Mi-
chael in the Faras cathedral, now in the Warsaw
National Museum (Martens-Czarnecka, 1982, pp.
60fF.). Most of these well-preserved wall paintings are
now found in the Coptic Museum in Old Cairo. The
painting of the southern church in multicolored
style is attributed to the eleventh century (saint on
horseback, protection scene, bishop). The northern
church is placed at the cemetery built in the late
eleventh century. A gradual decline took place from
the late eleventh to the early twelfth century. A col-
lapse led to the rebuilding of the vaults of the south-
ern church in the twelfth century, and the end of the
settlement came in the late thirteenth century.

From the seventh to the ninth centuries a certain
sector of Cemetery 249 was excavated. Small finds
from the central church are now in the Antiquities
Museum at Leiden. The Egyptian Department of the
Museum of Fine Arts at Budapest conserves some
artifacts from Town A and Cemetery 249, and there
is one glass vessel (unpublished) in the Egyptian
Museum, Cairo.
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LaszLO TOROK

‘ABD AL-‘AZIZ IBN SA’'D AL-DIN. Probably a
prominent Copt of the fourteenth or fifteenth centu-
ry, he is known only from a note that states that a
manuscript (National Library, Paris, Arabe 14, fol. A)
belonged to him. This fourteenth-century Coptic
manuscript contains the Arabic translation of the
Pentateuch made by al-Harith ibn Sinan ibn Sinbat,
a West Syrian translator of the ninth century, and
well known to the Copts.
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EHALIL SaMIR, 5.1,

'ABD AL-MASIH. A manuscript of the Coptic Pa-
triarchate, Cairo (Theology 290; Graf, no. 533; Sim-
ayvkah, no. 333) contains a collection of 149 poems
in simple literary Arabic on moral and religious sub-
jects, composed by Anba Bistawrah, known as al-
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Harir (Graf, 1934, Vol. 4, p. 133). It was copied by
Ibrahim ibn Sulaymin al-Najar al-Miri in March
1709 for the mufallim "Awad al-Mahallawi, and was
offered to the hegumenos "Abd al-Masth.

He may be the same hegumenos (priest) who, dur-
ing the reign of the 103rd patriarch, JOHN XVI (YIrAN-
NIS) (1676-1718), and in his patriarchal residence,
copied a liturgical manuscript (Coptic Patriarchate,
Cairo, Liturgy 15; Simaykah, no. 815; not in Graf)
containing a lectionary in Coptic for the Sundays of
the first six months of the year. This manuscript was
restored in March 1715.
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KHALIL SaMIk, S.1.

‘ABD AL-MASIH IBN ISHAQ AL-KINDI,

This pseudonym was used by a Nestorian author
about 825 in defense of Christianity in reply to "Ab-
dallah ibn Isma'il al-Hashimi, the pseudonym of a
Muslim author. This is one of the most important
texts in Arabic Christian apologetic literature in reac-
tion to Islam (analysis and bibliography are in Graf,
1944, Vol. 1, pp. 135-45),

Despite the importance of this text, it would ap-
pear that the Copts in the Middle Ages were not
acquainted with it, although they possessed other,
rare apologies, such as those of the Nestorians “Am-
mar al-Basri (c. 820) and Hunayn ibn Ishaq (d. 873),
or that of the Melchite Qusta ibn Loga (d. c. 212).
The Copts came to know this text only in the nine-
teenth century, and authors such as the gumrnus SARTIL
YOS (Sergius) were able to make use of it owing to
the two editions made in Cairo (1885 and 1912) by
the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge.

KHALIL SaMir, 5.1,

‘ABD AL-MASIH AL-ISRA'ILI AL-RAQQIL

The inscription in the title of the Kitab al-Istidlal—
"Book of Dialectic, written by 'Abd al-Masih al-Is-
ra’lli al-Ragqi, who became a Christian at Misr
thanks to ‘ala yadd Shavkh Mansar ibn Sahlan the
physician”™ (Vatican Library, Arabic manuscript 145,
fol. 114b)—reveals that "Abd al-Masih was a Jew
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from Raggah in Syria who was converted to Christi-
anity in Egypt, probably before 969, the year Cairo
was founded.

The physician who converted him was the famous
Abii al-Fath MANSUR BN SAHLAN IBN MUOQASHSHIR, who
practiced his art for many decades at the court of
the Fatimid caliphs in Cairo, especially under al-"Aziz
(#75-996) and al-HAxiM Bi-Amr Allah (996-1021).

The Book of Dialectic, and especially its third and
hfth sections, shows that ‘Abd al-Masih was well
versed not only in philosophy but also in mathemat-
ics.

Six treatises, contained in two manuscripts, have
been attributed to “Abd al-Masih. One of the manu-
scripts is in the Vatican Library (Arabic manuscript
145, copied in Egypt at the end of the thirteenth
century); the other belonged to the heirs of Karkar
5&'igh, members of the Catholic Armenian commu-
nity of Aleppo in the 1920s. It was described by Paul
Shath in his catalog. Unfortunately, this manuscript
no longer exists.

In fact, the three treatises in the Vatican manu-
script are not works of ‘Abd al-Masih. The works
ascribed to him follow:

1. The Treatise on the Rational Soul was attributed
to 'Abd al-Masih by Joseph Simon ASSEMANI in his
description of the Vatican manuscript 145, fol, la-
28a, and in Shath's description of the Aleppo manu-
script (1938, p. 53, no. 410), which was repeated by
Steinschneider (1877, p. 115). This treatise was actu-
allv the work of AWLAD AL-ASSAL (as shown by Graf,
1947, pp. 403f).

2. The Brief Treaiise on the Trinity was also as-
cribed to ‘Abd al-Masih by Assemani (1831, p. 271,
col. 29, an observation followed by Steinschneider (p.
115). But it s in fact by al-saFi IBN AL-ASSAL (see
Graf, 1947, p. 395, no. 4).

3. The Proof of the Coming of Christ was included
in the Aleppo manuscript (Sbath, 1938, p. 53, no.
409}, which meost probably constitutes the first part
of The Book of Dialectic (see below).

4. The Refutation of the Jews was also part of the
Aleppo manuscript (Sbath, 1938, p. 53, no. 411).

5. The Triumph of the Cross over fudaism and Pa-
ganism is included in the Aleppo manuscript (Sbath,
1938, p. 53, no. 412).

6. For the now lost Book of Dialectic, the Vatican
manuscript 145 has preserved a compendium (rukh-
tasar) with fol. 114b-22b (original Coptic number-
ing: 121b-29b). Any analysis of the work must be
based on this compendium.

The Kirab al-Tstidlal consists of an introduction and
five parts. The introduction repeats the eight tradi-
tional kephalzia (headings) employed by the Alexan-

drian commentators on the works of Aristotle. These
were used repeatedly throughout traditional Arab
philosophy (by al-Farabi, Yahva ibn ‘Adi, ‘Abdallah
ibn al-Tayyib, ete.). But only six of the eight kephal
gia are found here: goal, usefulness, place, author,
method, and divisions.

The first part deals with proofs concerning the
coming of Christ, starting with prophecies in the Old
Testament. The compiler of this material (probably
Al-Safi ibn al-'Assal) did not summarize this initial
segment. Instead, he indicated that sufficient infor-
mation of this sort appeared in the two books of
al-Kashkari and al-Ruhdwi, doubtless works by the
Nestarian priest Israel al-Kashkari (Graf, 1947, pp.
155f) and Taddawus al-Ruhiwi, author of The Book
of the Master and of the Disciple (Graf, 1947, p. 219,
par. 1-2; p. 473, no. 9). These two books are men-
tioned by Abi al-Barakat Ibn Kabar (d. 1324) in
Chapter 7 of his Misbah al-Zulmah, in a discussion of
Nestorian authors (cf, Khalil Samir's edition, pp. 302-
303, nos. 9=-70).

The second part details the ways in which God is
said to be substance by the Christians.

The third part is the best developed. The author
explains the meaning of the Christian Trinity in
seven different ways: by analogy with man (God is
living, knowing, powerful); by analogy with geome-
try (the body is reality which is perfect, unified, and
three-dimensional); by analogy with mathematics
(the number three is the most perfect because it
contains both an odd and an even number); by anal-
ogy with logic (gender, species, and individuality);
through the testimony of the prophets in the Old
Testament: through philosophy (the primary cause,
the intellect, and the soul are the only three realities
that are neither attainable through reason nor
through the senses; they are the images of the Fa-
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost: likewise, the Sa-
baeans venerate three altars, which are the world of
the primary cause, the intellect, and the soul); and
through the Gospel, because Christ and the Apostles
are true. He then answers two objections: “Why limit
onesell to only three hypostases?” and "If the eternal
one joins the created, He becomes himself created.”

The fourth part focuses on the Incarnation, em-
ploying two approaches: through prophecies of the
Old Testament and through miracles. The compiler’s
summary does not do justice to this piece,

The fifth part responds to the gquestion of why
Christ did not prevent the Jews from killing him. It
He was incapable, it means He was not God, and it
He was capable and did not do so, then the Jews are
not guilty. “"Abd al-Masih's answer rests on three
premises: that God, in creating man, did so for




man’s own good; that God created men [ree and not
constrained, an argument that sets predestination
against divine foresight; and that though God sent
prophets to one specific people, prophecy proved
futile: He then became incarnate in order that all
humanity might reach perfection, (Here is inserted a
marginal gloss that should probably be attributed to
Al-Safi ibn al-*Assal.)

He then offers two answers to the question of why
Christ did not prevent His own death. If He had, He
would not have acted fully as a man and would
therefore not have served as an example for the hu-
man race. And if He had forced the Jews not to kill
Him, he would have been limiting their free will, the
very guality that makes them human.

The treatise ends with a beautiful prayer in rhym-
ed prose.
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K HALIL SAMIR, 5.J.

‘ABD AL-MASIH, KNOWN AS IBN NUH.
Everything known about this author comes from the
Coptic encyclopedist Aba al-Barakat IBN KABAR (d
1324), who mentions him in his Lamp of Darkness at
the end of Chapter 7 (Riedel, 1902, p. 666; Samir,
1971, p. 326; trans. Riedel, p. 703) as follows:
“Masa'il wa-Ajwibah i Ma'ani al-Itigad i-"Abd al-
Masih vadraf bi-lbn Nah™ (Questions and answers on
the concepts of [Christian] degma by "Abd al-Masih,
known as Ibn Nah).

Although he mentions "Abd al-Masth in the course
of his text, Abx al-Barakat does not include him in
his special inventory. Consequently, it is impossible
to determine where he came from and when he
lived beyond Abf al-Barakat's own time. One notes
that he is mentioned in an appendix after the Kitab
al-Baradisis, that is, the Lausiac History of PALLADIUS,
The reference to him in the Lamp of Darkness, how-
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ever, shows that he was known by the Copts at the
end of the thirteenth century.
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KHALIL SAMIR, 5.J.

‘'ABD AL-MASIH SALIB AL-MASUDI a

monk at the monastery of the Virgin (DAYR AL-BARA-
MOS in Wadi al-Natran), "Abd al-Masih (1848-1935)
was ordained a monk by his uncle, "Abd al-Masih
al-Kabir, in 1874, His prolific writings covered lin-
guistics, ritual, and history. He mastered Hebrew,
Syriac, Greek, and Coptic. His best known work is
his interpretation of the Epact, in the Arabic ver-
sion of al-dAbukti (reckoning of the derivation of
feast days in the Coptic, Syrian, Armenian, and
Greek churches).

His most significant works include Kirab al-Khu-
lafii al-Mugaddas (ie., Kita al-Thalath Qudddsar: The
three masses, Cairo, 1903); Kitab al-Tuhfah al-Saniv-
yah (Theology, Cairo, 1925); Knab al-Durrak al-Nafi-
sah fi Hisabal al-Kanisah, Cairo, 1926, a small and
concise treatise on dates of the church developed
in a much maore detailed work of more than 617
pages entitled Al-Tuhfah al-Baramasivyah fi Sharh
wa-Tatimmat Qawa'id Hisab al-Abgati lil-Kanisah al-
Qibtivvah al-Urthudhuksivyah, Cairo, 1925; Kirab al-
Karmah (Theology, Cairo, 1927); Kiab al-Asrar
(Coptic and Arabic terminology of the church de-
fined, Caire, 1926); and Tuhfai al-Sa'ilin fi Dhikr
Advirat Ruhban al-Misrivyin (On Coptic monasteres,
Cairo, 1932).

He was summoned by Patriarch Cyril V to serve
in the central administration of the church at the
patriarchate in Cairo. He died at the age of eighty-
seven in 1935,

AZIZ 5. ATIYA

ABGAR, king of Edessa in the first half of the first

century (it would seem between 4 B.C and AD. 50)
and the subject of a Christian legend found for the
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first time in Eusebius (Historia ecclesiastica 1.13.5-
22). According to this version, Abgar, being ill,
writes a letter to Jesus asking him to visit and cure
him. Jesus rejects the request, but promises that af-
ter his ascension he will send a disciple to heal the
king and to preach the gospel Thaddeus, a disciple
of Thomas, is, in fact, sent,

Eusebius says that he is giving the translation of a
Syriac text. The legend is then found with certain
variation in the so-called Deoctrina Addai, a Syriac
text that has survived complete in only one manu-
script (Phillips, 1876). This text is late, but may be
derived from the one used by Eusebius. The Peregri-
natio Aetheriae asserts that Christ's original letter on
parchment was conserved at Edessa.

A later addition to the legend speaks of Jesus'
portrait, claiming that it was enclosed with the let-
ter. In the Byzantine world the portrait aspect of the
legend predominated, whereas in the more properly
Eastern world, the text of the letter was more impor-
tant and was used as a talisman to protect health
and to assure personal safety.

The text of the letter is found in Coptic in a great
number of manuscripts of every type (papyrus,
parchment, shards, paper, and inscriptions) and
from every era. A survey up to 1915 was made by
Drioton, according to whom the use of the letter
spread throughout Coptic circles after having origi-
nated in monasticism during the time of the Arian
persecution, when Athanasius took refuge with the
monks of the south.
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TITO ORLANDE

ABIB IBN NASR. A deacon in Cairo, Abib
worked as a copyist between 1756 and 1767, both in
Coptic and in Arabic, for the archon NASIM ABU sA'D
IBN "ABD AL-5AYYID and the priest al-Khazayini.

He is known from three manuscripts of the Coptic
Museum of Cairo: (1) A large lectionary in Coptic for
the month of Amshir (Liturey 317 [123 fols., 32 x 21
cm]; Graf, no. 689; Simaykah, Vol. 2, no. 228), com-
pleted on 1 Bashans Am. 1472/7 May 1756, on com-
mission from Nasim abi Sa'd. The subscription (fol,
363) informs us that this lectionary is the third part
of a lectionary for the second trimester of the Coptic
year. (2} Another large lectionary in Arabic (Liturgy
320 [243 fols., 29.5 x 2] cm]; Graf, no. 691; Simay-
kah, Vol. 2, no. 232) for the weekdays of the first
three months of the Coptic year (Tat, Babah, Hatar),
completed on 20 Tabah am. 1474/26 January 1758,
on commission from Nasim aba Sa'd. (3} A smaller
lectionary (Liturgy 52 [115 fols., 28 x 18 cm]; Graf,
no. 70; Simavkah, Vol. 2, no. 236) in Arabic, for the
hity days following Easter. It was completed on 23
Baramhat AM. 1483/30 March 1767, on commission
from the priest al-Khazayini, who bequeathed it to
the Church of the Virgin of Harit Zuwaylah.
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KHALIL SAMIR, 5.J.

ABILIUS, SAINT, third patriarch of the See of

Saint Mark (85-98) (feast day: 1 Tit). According to
the Historia ecclesiastica by EUSEBIUS OF CAESAREA, at
the death of Patriarch Anianus, probably in 85, his
suffragan bishops and priests from Egypt and the
Pentapalis converged upon Alexandria, where they
took counsel with the orthodox laity and, having
cast lots, unanimously selected Abilius for his chas-
tity and knowledge of Christ. He remained in office
for thirteen years and nine months. He was laid to
rest next to the remains of Saint Mark in the
Church of Bucalis at Alexandria. Little is known
about his reign.

AZIZ S, ATIYA

ABLUTION, cleansing by water. In pre-Christian

times, ablution was a common practice. Pharach's
daughter was washing in the river when she saw
Moses in the basket among the reeds (Ex. 2). Ablu-
tion was also part of ritual purification in Jewish
religious ceremonials. Washing of the hands and feet
was prescribed by the Mosaic law on entering the




sanctuary and when approaching the altar. Likewise,
the seventy-two elders of the Septuagint had to wash
their hands and purify themselves every morning
before starting their work on the Bible.

In the Coptic church, ablution is an integral part
of the eucharistic rite. The celebrating priest per-
forms the service with clean hands and in clean
clothes. Just as it is important to approach the Body
and Blood of Christ with a heart cleansed and puri-
fied by penitence and a mind stripped of all worldly
considerations, it is equally necessary to be physical-
ly and externally clean. The emphasis on washing
the hands before communion arose from the fact
that in the early centuries of Christianity a commu-
nicant had to spread his right hand over the lefi
hand in the form of a cross, and the priest would
place the Body in the middle of the palm.

The ewer and basin (see Liturgical Instruments)
are kept in the northern corner of the altar, that is,
to the right side, and the officiating priest has to
wash his hands twice during the celebration of the
liturgy.

The first is after the prayer of the Psalms, and
before the prayer of the preparation of the altar. A
deacon pours some water three times onto the
priest’s hands, who recites, at the first pouring,
Psalm 51:7, “Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be
clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow'™; at
the second pouring, Psalm 51:8, “Fill me with jov
and gladness; let the bones which thou hast broken
rejoice”; and at the third pouring, Psalm 26:6, "1
wash my hands in innocence, and go about thy altar,
0 Lord, singing aloud a song of thanksgiving.”” Then
he wipes his hands with a clean towel.

The second occurs while the congregation recites
the Creed in the same manner as the first. The priest
washes his hands as a prelude to handling the Sacra-
ments with his own hands. Then he faces the congre-
gation and shakes the water gently off his hands as a
gesture of admonition te those members of the con-
gregation who are thinking of partaking of Holy
Communion unworthily, and also acquitting himself
personally from the responsibility for anv unworthi-
ness. It is as if the priest reminds them of the words
of Saint Paul, “"Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or
drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner
will be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the
Lord" (1 Cor. 11:27). He then wipes his hands in a
clean cloth.

If the patriarch is celebrating the liturgy, he is
given precedence in washing his hands first, and is
followed by the clergy according to rank.

When he has hnished administering Holy Commu-
nion, the priest washes all the vessels—the chalice,
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paten, asterisk, and spoon—and drinks the water.
He washes the paten a second and a third time and
gives the deacons to drink. Then he washes his
hands in the paten and drinks the water. If a second
priest has assisted in the liturgy, he too washes his
hands in the paten and drinks the water. A deacon
then wipes the vessels and wraps them in the veils
and mats, to be ready lor use in the following lit-
urgy.

Unlike other churches that use wine in ablution,
only water is used in the Coptic church. The above
pracedure of ablution is similar to that followed in
the Syrian Antioch liturgy and the Armenian liturgy.
CYRIL OF JERUSALEM writes, “‘Ye saw the deacon who
gave to the priest and o the elders surrounding the
altar of God, water to wash their hands. . .. The
washing of hands is a symbol of guiltlessness of sing”
(Catechetical Lectures 8.11, 1838). It is a practice
underlined by Saint J0HN CHRYSOSTOM, who says “Tell
me, wouldst thou choose to draw near to the sacri-
fice with unwashen hands? 1 think not, but thou
wouldst rather not draw near at all than with filthy
hands. Wouldst thou, then, while thus careful in the
little matter, draw near having a filthy soul?”" (Horily
3 in Epistolam ad Ephesios 1.20-23). Likewise,
Cacsarius of Arles (470-542) says in one of his ser-
mons, “If we are ashamed and afraid to touch the
Eucharist with filthy hands, much more ought we to
be afraid to receive the same Eucharist in a polluted
soul” (Sermon 292.6, in PL 39, col. 2300).
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Yohanna Salamah. Kitab al-La’ali’ al-Nafisah fi Sharh of miracles through praver for the sick. At his death
Tugns wa-Mu'tagadar al-Kanisah, 2 wols. Cairo, on 3 Ba'Gnah (10 June 1914) his funeral was fol-
1909 lowed by more than ten thousand people, including

ARCHBISHOP BasiLIOS Muslims as well as Copts. His remains were deposit-
ed in the grave he had prepared for himself at payr
AL'AZAB in the Fayyim, which became a pilgrimage
place tor his admirers.

ABNUB. 5ce Pilgrimages.

MIRRIT B. GHALI

ABRAAM I, Saint, or Aphraam (1829-1914), bishop
of the Fayyam noted for his holiness and devotion to

ABRAHAM, SAINT, sixty-second patriarch of the

the poor (feast day: 3 Bainah). Bishop Abraam was
born under the name of Bualus. According to the
Copto-Arabic synaxarion, his birthplace was lzbat
Jaldah in the district of Mallawi in the Minva Prowv-
ince. He received his early education in the village
scriptorium, where he read the Bible, memorized
the Psalms, and practiced church singing. He was
made deacon at his village church by Anba Yusab,
bishop of Sanabda.

At the age of nineteen he took the monastic vow at
Dayr al-Muharrag near Asyat, under the name of
Balus Ghubrival al-Muharragi. There he remained
for the next five years, during which he was elevated
to the rank of HEGUMENDS. In the meantime, his mo-
nastic colleagues elected him head of their monas-
tery. In this capacity, the monastery became a retuge
for the poor people of the community, whom he
aided unreservedly by the use of its income. In the
long run, the monks became dissatished with his
ways, which they considered as sheer dissipation of
the fortunes of the monastery. Thev complained to
Anba Marcus, archbishop of Beheira and acting pa-
triarchal deputy after the decease of Demetrius II,
who decided to relieve him from the headship of
al-Muharrag. Eventually, he moved to the monastery
of Our Lady, known as DAYR AL-BARAMUS in Wadi
al-Natran. There, he concentrated on biblical studies
and became closely acquainted with the head of that
institution, John the Scribe (Yubhanna al-Nasikh) who
later became Patriarch CyriL v

In 1881, Cyril V appointed him bishop of the Fay-
vam, where he became identihed as the father of the
poor with whom he usually received his meals,
When the patriarch offered him the title of memro-
politan, he declined on the premise that the Bible
rentioned only the titles of preshyter and bishop.
His sanctity became known, and people of all faiths,
including Muslims, came to seek his blessings. He
gave all he possessed to the needy and conducted a
strictly ascetic life. People spoke of his performance

See of Saint Mark (975-978), who was a great reform-
er (feast day: & Kivahk). Abraham was also known as
Ephraem the Syrian, indicating his native origin,
with the ascription Ibn Zar'ah always accompanying
his name. He was a distinguished layman who made
a large fortune in commerce that he used in charita-
ble practices for the poor and the needy. He was a
man of respectable stature with a flowing beard,
which, according to the HISTORY OF THE PATRIARCHS,
resembled the beard of the prophet Abraham in the
0Old Testament, He was highly regarded by the Islam-
ic administration of Caliph al-Mu'izz, to whom he
rendered many services through his import—export
trade.

The story of Abraham’s elevation to the dignity of
the Coptic patriarchate in spite of the fact that he
was not a clergyman is interesting, After the death of
MinA 11, his predecessor, the bishaops, together with
the clergy and the Coptic archons ot Cairo, met n
the Church of Saints Sergius and Bacchus in 0asr
ALsHAM® in Old Cairo to deliberate on finding the
person best ftted for patriarchal succession. While
they were preparing for the performance of the hitur-
gy, Abraham happened to enter the church lor
prayer, and one of the archons, noticing him, turned
to one of the bishops and indicated that if he were
looking for a candidate for the papacy, here was the
man whom the Lord had sent for the solution to his
problem. The whole group was impressed by the
suggestion and immediately laid their bands on
Abraham, who, in spite of his protests, was taken by
force in iron fetters to Alexandria for consecration.
He became one of the most significant patriarchs of
the tenth century.

Immediately alter his consecration, Abraham sup-
pressed the practice of simony (CHEIROTONIA), which
had been rampant during former patriarchates. Then
he concentrated on reforming the morals of the Cop-
tic archons, who kept many concubines in addition
to their legal wives. He spared no effort to enforce




the sanctity of marriage, even threatening to excom-
municate all culprits.

Abraham was the contemporary of SAWIRUS I1BN
AL-MUQAFFA', the famous author of the History of the
Patriarchs, who accompanied the patriarch in most
of his religious disputations with Jews and Muslims.
Apparently al-Mu'izz sponsored such discussions, ac-
cording to the chronicles of his reign as well as the
History of the Pairiarchs. Al-Mu'izz had a vizier or
secretary by the name of Ya'gab ibn Killis, an Isla-
mized Jew, who looked with distavor on his master’s
deference toward the patriarch and his leniency to-
ward the Copts. In an attempt to turn al-Mu'izz from
any favor toward the Christians, he proposed holding
a discussion in the presence of the caliph between
the patriarch and a learned Jewish friend by the
name of Moses. Abraham came with Bishop Sawirus.
In an argument in which Sawirus gquoted the Old
Testament and the Book of Isaiah, Abraham was able
to silence his Jewish opponent,

The History of the Patriarchs (Vol. 2, pt. 2, pp.
94-97) details the famous parable of faith and the
mustard seed. The Islamized Jewish vizier sought to
embarrass the patriarch by informing the caliph that
the Christian gospel claimed that faith the size of a
mustard seed could move a mountain. The caliph
wished the patriarch to prove the veracity of the
parable; failure to do so would cause him to kill the
Christians for this falsehood. The legend follows with
an account of perpetual prayers and a dream in
which the patriarch was directed toward a poor tan-
ner, who happened to be the vehicle for moving the
mountain. When the mountain was moved, the ca-
liph was ready to grant any request by the patriarch.
The conclusion of the legend is that the caliph sanc-
tioned Abraham’s church-building program. This in-
cluded the restoration of the Church of Abii Savfayn
(Saint Mercurius), which had been destroved by the
mob in Old Cairo and used since as a storehouse for
sugarcane, Further, the historic Church of al-
Mu'allagah in Old Cairo had suffered some wall
damage and this was repaired without interference.
Other churches were also restored or rebuilt with
state subventions, if we believe the Histary of the
Patriarchs, though it is more likely that Abraham
used his own funds in the execution of these proj-
ects. And in Alexandria, the patriarch contributed
500 dinars in two successive years for the restoration
of its churches.

When Aba al-Yumn ibn Quzmin ibn Mina, a Copt
of great standing in al-Mu'izz's administration, was
dispatched to Syria through the complicity of Ya'gib
ibn Killis, he left his accumulated fortune of 90,000

ABRAHAM OF FARSHUT i

dinars in the custody of the patriarch, to use at his
discretion, Though part of this was used to help the
needy, we may assume that most of it must have
been expended in church building and restoration.

Abraham spent his three and a half vears in the
papal office in constructive work for the community.
He was aided by his wholesome relations with the
Fatimid caliphate. His reign proved to be one of the
hinest periods in Coptic church history in the Middle
Ages
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SUBHI Y. Langie

ABRAHAM OF FARSHUT, a sixth-century ab-

bot (feast day: 24 Tabah), In addition to the syNAXAR-
10N (Basset, 1916, p. 684; Forget, 1953-1954, 47-49,
pp. 411-13 [text]; 78, pp. 401-05 [trans.]), which
gives a brief résumé of his life, numerous Coptic
folios (Campagnano, 1970, pp. 230-32, 239-41) con-
tain the remains of two Encomia. Moreover, we have
also in the life of ManNAsSEH, who was his cousin, a
digression on Abraham’s stay in Constantinople (pp.
230, 238).

Abraham was born at Farshiit, in the diocese of
Diaspolis Parva (modern-dav Hiww) in Upper Egypt.
His parents, who were Christians and important
among the inhabitants of this village, died when
Abraham was twelve. The following vear, he tried 1o
convince his sister to preserve her virginity, but she
did not let herself be persuaded. Abraham then went
off to the monastery of PacHOMIUS, at that time under
the direction of Pshintbahse. He devoted himself to
the asceticisrn and exercises of the monastic state.
On Pshintbahse's death, he was elected abbot to suc-
ceed him. But the emperor IUsTINIAN, wishing to
gather the monks under the faith of cHALCEDON, sent
a letter to the dux of the Thebaid some time alter
535 ordering him to bring Abraham manu militari to
Constantinople. Since the empress THEODORA, who
took an active part in the protection of the Monophy-
sites, died in 548, Abraham’s stay in Constantinople
is located between these two dates. Abraham set off
with four brethren. “If only,” says the narrator, “he
had not taken them with him.” This regret seems to
indicate that Abraham’s companions were not of the
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same opinion as he. When they arrived at court,

Justinian summened them and confronted Abraham
with an alternative: either he would adopt the faith
as expounded at the Council of Chalcedon or he

would no longer be archimandrite of Phow. Abra-
ham flatly refused to subscribe to Chalcedon.
Theodora tred to intercede with Justinian, who
remained inflexible. Abraham wrote of these events
to his monks, saying that he preferred exile to a faith
that he considered contrary to that of ATHaNAsIUS. Tt
is probable, although the text does not speak of it
that Theodora succeeded in persuading him to leave

for Egvpt.
There were dissensions on this subject at Pbow, as

the text leaves one to expect. But the partisans of

Chalcedon won the day, thanks to the military sup-
port of Pancharis, the imperial envoy,
Driven from Pbhow, Abraham founded a new mon-

astery near his birthplace, Farshit. It appears that
the monks were few in number (the text speaks of
twoe brethren who were with him). Gradually the

number grew, obliging him to enlarge the construc-
tion. Pachomius, PETRONIUS, and SHENUTE appeared to
him to announce his death and the mame of his
SUCCEessor, THEOPHILUS.

Before his death he delivered to his monks long
discourses in which he drew a parallel between the
abundance of the monastery and their fidelity to the
commandments of the Lord. He also founded a con-
vent for nuns, to whom, as to his monks, he gave the
rules of Shenute.

Abraham was a priest, as the Synaxarion mentions,
and numerous miracles are related at the end of his
encOmIuIm.

The folios of the second encomium indicate the
number of the Pachomian communities at this peri-

od, twenty-four in the whole of Egypt. The text does
not specify at what period Abraham died after being
driven from Pbow. It appears from the Synaxarion
that he often lived for periods as a hermit and then
returned to his monastery.
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RENE-GEORGES COQUIN

ABRAHAM AND GEORGE OF SCETIS,
SAINTS, two seventh-century monks who shared a
cell at Dayr Anba Magar for many years (feast days: 9
Tibah and 18 Bashans, respectively). These two men,

with Saint AGATHON THE STYUITE: Zacharias, bishop of
Sa; Saint 15a84C (later patriarch of Alexandria); Saint
MENAS, bishop of Tmuis: Epimachus of Arwat; Saint
2ACHARIAS, bishop of Sakha; and Ptolemy, brought
fame to Dayr Anbid Magar (the Monastery of Saint
Macarius) in Scetis. Abraham and George are always
presented as inseparable companions, in contrast
with the other disciples of JOHN, HEGUMENOS, a monk
of Scetis. A joint biography was written by Zacharias,
bishop of Sakha, who was a monk at Scetis toward
the end of their lives (National Library, Paris, Arabic
4888, fols. 175v-205v; summary in Evelyn-White,
1932, pp. 278-80; see also the Copto-Arabic SYNAX-
ARION in Basset, PO 11, 1916, pp. 565-67; 16, 1922,
pPp. 393-95; and in Forget, CSCO 47-49, pp. 200-
202: 67, pp. 126-218 [text]; 78, pp. 326-218; 90, pp.
126-27 [trans.]).

Abraham appears to have been born around 608.
It seems that he is in fact the disciple of John the
Hegumenos called Abraham of Phelbes (modern-day
Bilbeis) in the story of the translation of the ForTY-
NINE MARTYRS OF SCETIS (de Ricci and Winstedt, 1910,
pp. 335, 349); this would indicate his place of origin.
The Synaxarion relates that his mother was de-
nounced to the Persians (who occupied Egyvpt from
616 to 628) and carried off into slavery, but the
Arabic life speaks not of Persians but of "barbarians”
during a raid in their district. After his father's
death, Abraham refused the marriage that his moth-
er proposed for him and, at age thirty-five, went off
to Scetis, where he became a monk in the monastery
of Saint Macarius under the direction of John the
Hegumenos.

Later he went to the monastery of Anba Orion,
where he met George. The latter, whose place of
birth is unknown, had at first been a shepherd but at
the age of fourteen had become a monk in the mon-
astery of Anba Orion, the site of which is not known
(Timm, 1984, pp. 671-72). He lived there for ten
vears and then went off into the desert. After two
days’ walking, in a vision he received the order to
return to his monastery. He found himself at the
monastery of DAYR AL-BARAMUS, and from there he
went back to his own monastery of Anba Orion.

Abraham persuaded George to come with him to
Scetis. George remained behind for some time to
settle his affairs and then set off, became lost in the
desert, and was miraculously transported to Scetis.
The two friends installed themselves in the same cell
(that is to say, a hermitage called Bajij near Saint
Macarius) belonging to John the Hegumenos. Both
experienced apparitions of Jesus; they produced
writings and exhortations, none of which, unfortu-
nately, seems to have survived. One day during Lent




they visited the future patriarch Isaac in the hermit-
age to which he had withdrawn. His disciples were
numerous. Not long after John the Hepumenos died
in 675, Abraham fell sick. His illness lasted eighteen
years and he died at the age of eighty, around 693.
George died after him, at the age of seventy-two.

Both their hermitage and their tombs were still in
existence in the fourteenth century, when the desert
was visited by the patriarchs at the time of the prep-
aration of the chrism (see Livre du chréme, National
Library, Paris, 100, fol. 58r; cf. Burmester, 1967, p.
220).

Abraham and George are called “the last great
saints,” because they seem to have been the last to
lead the ancient hermit life as an end in itself, away
from the ecclesiastical hierarchy.
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RENE-GFEORGES COQUIN

ABRAHAM OF HERMONTHIS (late sixth
century). Abraham is presented on a diptych (Crum,
1908) as the fourteenth bishop of Hermanthis.
There is no mention of him in the SYNAXARION of
the Coptic church. There are indeed no dates on
the diptych, but we know that he was a contempo-
rary of archbishop Damian of Alexandria {(569-603).
On the evidence of his portrait, painted on his ac-
cession to office, he was already old when he was
consecrated bishop. On the evidence of his Greek
testament (P. Lond. I 77) his father was called
Sabinus, his mother Rebecca. We do not know
when he became a monk, nor when he became
abbot of Dayr Apa Phoibammmon. While abbot of
this monastery, excavated in 1948-1949 by the So-
ciéte d'Archéologie copte, he was consecrated bish-
op of Hermonthis, Because of the remote situation
of this monastery, 5 miles (8 km) from the Nile
bank between Hermonthis and Madinat Habu, he
built another monastery before 590, at the instance
of archbishop Damian, on the ground ceded by the
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town of Djeme in the former temple of Hat-
schepsut, the Dayr al-Bahri, also dedicated to
Phoibammon. From this monastery, he ofhciated as
bishop. He sent numerous communications to the
Christians, both clerical and lay, of his diocese, and
also received letters from the faithful under his
charge. This correspondence shows us the duties
and the activity of an Upper Egyptian bishop
around 600, in a way not otherwise known to us to
this extent. In the leadership of the Phoibammon
monastery he was supported by his pupil, the priest
Apa Victor, who became his successor as abbot. His
successor as bishop was Moses.
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MARTIN KRAUSE

ABRAHAM OF MINUF, SAINT, a fourth-

century monk and hermit (feast day: 30 Babab), is
known only from the S¥NaXariON (Basset, 1904,
p. 377, Forget, csco 47-49, p. BS [text]; 78, p. 93
[trans.]). He was a native of Minof in the Delia,
born of Christian parents who held an important
position in the world.

We do not know at what age he embraced the
monastic life. The text says simply that “when he
grew up, he went off to the land of Akhmim, to join
the great pacHomIus, who gave him the religious
habit.” He remained there twenty-three years. Then
he asked to go and live as a hermit in a cavern,
where he remained for sixteen vears, leaving it only
to receive communion every two or three vears. He
had at his service a secular brother who took the
work of his hands, hshing nets, and sold them to
buy beans for him, giving alms with the rest of the
m{_]TIE:}".
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When Abraham felt his death near, he sent for
Apa Theodore, disciple of Pachomius; then he lay
down facing the east. He was buried by the monks
in the cemetery of the monastery. The mention of
Theodore indicates that Abraham lived at the end of
the fourth century.

Without the Synaxarion, we would not know that
a Pachomian monk could become a hermit after
spending some time in the cenobitic life.

Archaeclogy 30 (1908):231-37, 276-83 (on Loe-
ga's Catalogus Codicum 222, see pp. 282ff).

Zoega, G. Catalogus Codicum Copticorum Manu-
Scriptorum qui in Museo Borgiano Veletris adser-
vaniur, p. 348, Rome, 1810. Repr., Hildesheim,
1973.

THEOFRIED BAUMEISTER

RERECEC REES CIOIR ABRAHAM'S SACRIFICE OF ISAAC. See

Biblical Subjects in Coptic Art.

ABRAHAM PERSA. The Sahidic text published

by E. O. Winstedt in The Proceedings of the Society ABRAXAS, also documented as Abrasax, a word

of Biblical Archaeology (1908, with the variants of
the two folios: W. E. Crum, 1905, No. 318 and G.
Zoega, 1810, No. 222, from a copy by 0. von
Lemm) is probably part of an encomium. Among
ather things it deals with an Abraham in Mesopota-
mia, who was preserved from the fire of King Sha-
pur (Saper) by an angel of God. If the name Shapur
were not here, on the basis of the context as a
whole, one would inevitably think of the patriarch
Abraham and the extrabiblical tale of his rescue
from the fire of Nimrod. Crum refers to the Persian
martyr Abraham, who met his death in the reign of
Shapur II. Winstedt, who very clearly sees the dif-
ference between the Coptic text and the informa-
tion on the Persian martyr and bishop of Arbela,
remarks, “The Coptic writer may well have attribut-
ed to the Persian martyr sufferings similar to those
which the patriarch was said to have endured at the
hands of Nimrad, just as he refers David's words
about the patriarch to the saint” (p. 233). There is
also the possibility that the patriarch Abraham is
intended, and that the Copt for some reason has
given the name of Shapur, an enemy of the Chris-
tians, to Abraham’s adversary.
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with the numerical value of 365 (a = 1, f=2,p =
100, £ = 60, o = 200), which corresponds to the
number of the days in a year. The name Abraxas
designates a god who in the Gnosis of Basilides is
Lord of the supernatural world. In addition, he ap-
pears in magical papyri and on amulets.

[See also: Basilides; Gnosis; Magic.]
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MARTIN KRAUSE

ABRIM AL-QIBTI, ANBA. Abrim authored a

history of the world from the time of creation until
the year AH 614/ap 1216, The only known manu-
script of this work belonged to "ABD AL-MASIH SALTE
AL-MAS('DI, a Coptic priest of Cairo. It is cited by
Paul Shath in both his manuscript catalogs (Sbath,
1938, 1939).

No Coptic bishop by the name of Abrim s
known. Graf suggested that the name might refer to
a certain Afrim, or Ephrem, but this does not help
to identify him. One possible identification is Anba
Abra’am, bishop of Nastarawayh, who was present
both at the synod convened on 28 June 1240 under
cyrIL 11T Thn Laglag and at the ceremony of prepar-
ing the holy chrism in AM. 973/AD. 1257 (Munier,
1943). In the one manuscript, the name of this
bishop is given as Abram with only one alif (Sbath
manuscript 1126; Sbath, 1934), Jacob Muyser
(1944) has also suggested an equivalence between
Abram and Abrim.
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KHaLL Samir, S5, J.

ABSALIYYAH. See Music, Coptic: Description of
the Corpus and Present Musical Practice.

ABSALMUDIYYAH. See Music, Coptic: Descrip-
tion of the Corpus and Present Musical Practice.

ABSOLUTION, the pronouncement of remission

to the penitent, granting him release from the guilt
of sin if he is truly contrite over his trespass, confess-
es to a priest, and promises not to revert to his
former ways. The priest gives this absolution, not in
his own name, but in the name of God, in accord-
ance with the authority given to priesthood (Mt
16:18, 18:18; Jn. 20:23). The praver of absolution is
said by the priest in his capacity as steward adminis-
tering the church’s holy sacraments.

Absolution is given: (1) when a penitent believer
has shown genuine remorse following confession and
carried out a course of penance; (2) at the end of the
evening and morning offering of incense, and prior
to the pronouncement of the blessing; (3) after the
office of midnight prayer, when the praver of the
absolution of ministers is said; (4) in the course of
liturgies celebrated at any time; (3) to every commu-
nicant following his confession; (&) in wvarious
church sacraments, such as Baptism, the Unction of
the Sick, and Matrimony; (7) during other prayers
performed by the church, such as the service of the
foot-washing on Maundy Thursday, the blessing of
the water, and genuflection (sajdakh).

ABSOLUTION k5

Formulas

In the Coptic church, as in other Eastern Ortho-
dox churches, the priest follows the precatory meth-
od of absolution. After he has heard the penitent’s
confession, and read the appropriate prayer, his an-
swer to the request of absolution is, “May God ab-
solve you.” That forgiveness of sins is the authority
and grace of God alone is the firm position of the
Coptic church based upon specific sources in Scrip-
ture. When David confessed to Nathan saving, 1
have sinned against the Lord,” Nathan's reply was,
“The Lord also has put away your sin, vou shall not
die” (2 Sm. 12:13). Saint Paul, likewise, stresses un-
equivocally that the clergy are but servants of Christ
and stewards of the mysteries of God (1 Cor. 14:1,
9:17, Ti. 1:7).

The Roman Catholic church used to adhere to this
method in the past, but now it follows the indicarive
method of absolution, whereby the priest says in the
vernacular to a penitent who requests ahsolution,
“Ego absolvo te” ("1 absolve you”) instead of, as in
the past, “"Christus absolvit te” or "Deus absolvit te.”

Prayers of Absolution

With the penitent kneeling before the entrance to
the sanctuary, the confessor priest holds the cross
and starts by saying the prayer of thanksgiving and
Psalm 51, “Have mercy upon me, O God, according
to Thy loving kindness,” and the intercession for the
sick, and, placing the cross on the penitent's head,
he reads the three following absolution prayers that
are addressed to God the Son:

Yes Lord, the Lord who hath given authority
unto us to tread upon serpents and scorpions and
upon all the power of the enemy, crush his heads
beneath our leet speedily and scatter before us his
every design of wickedness that is directed against
us, tor Thou art King of us all, Christ, our God,
and to Thee we send up the glory and the honor
and the adoration, with Thy good Father and the
Holy, life-giving, and consubstantial Spirit, now
and at all times, and unto the age of all ages.
Amen,

Thou, Lord, who hast bowed the heavens, de-
scended and become man for the salvation of
mankind. Thou sittest upon the Cherubim and the
Seraphim, and beholdest the lowly. We lift up the
eyes of our hearts unto Thee, Lord, who forgiveth
our iniquities and saveth our souls from corrup-
tion. We worship Thine unutterable compassion,
and pray Thee to grant us Thy peace, for Thou
hast granted everything unto us. Accept us, God
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our Savior, for we know none other but Thee. Thy
Holy Name we utter. Turn us, God, unto fear of
Thee and desire of Thee. Be pleased that we abide
in the enjoyment of Thy good things. Thy servant,
[name], who has bowed his head beneath Thy
hand, lift him in good conduct and adorn him
with virtues. And may we all be worthy of Thy
Kingdom of Heaven through the good-pleasure of
God, Thy good Father, with Whom Thou art bless-
ed with the Holy, Life-giving Spirit, Consubstantial
with Thee, now and forever, and unto the age of
all ages. Amen.

Master, Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son
and Word of God the Father, who hath severed
every bond of our sins through His redeeming and
life-giving sufferings, Who breathed into the faces
of His holy disciples and pure apostles saying to
them: "Receive the Holy Spirit, whosoever's sins
vou forgive they shall be forgiven, and whosoever's
sins vou withhold they shall be withheld.” Now
also, our Master, Thou hast given, through Thine
holy apostles, grace to those who labour in the
priesthood, in every age, in Thine holy church, to
forgive sins upon the earth, and to bind and to
loosen every bond of iniguity. Now also, we pray
and entreat Thy goodness, O Lover of mankind, for
Thy servant [name], and mv weakness, we who
bow our heads before Thy holy glory. Grant us Thy
mercy, and loosen all the bonds of our sins, and, if
we have committed any sin against Thee knowing-
Iy or unknowingly, or through anguish of heart, in
deed, in word, or through faint heartedness, do
Thou, the Master who knoweth the weakness of
men, as a good God and lover of mankind, grant
us the forgiveness of our sins. Bless us, purify us,
absolve us, and absolve Thy servant [name]. Fill us
with Thy fear, and guide us to Thy good Will, for
Thou art eur God. Glory, honor, dominion, and
adoration are due to Thee with Thy good Father
and the Holy Spirit. . . .

Absolution Prayers in the Liturgy

Whereas the aforementioned prayers are said si-

the congregation, and my own weakness, be ab-
solved and blessed from the mouth of the Holy
Trinity, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
from the mouth of the One Holy, Catholic, Apos-
tolic Church, the mouths of the twelve apostles, of
the beholder of God, Mark the Evangelist, the holy
Apostle and Martyr, of the Patriarch Saint Severus,
of our teacher Dioscorus, of Athanasius the Apos-
tolic Saint, of Saint Peter the high-priest and seal
of the Martyrs, of Saint John Chrysostom, Saint
Cyril, Saint Basil, Saint Gregory, from the mouths
of the three hundred and eighteen who met at
Nicaea, the one hundred and fifty who met at
Constantinople, and the twe hundred who met at
Ephesus, from the mouth of our honored high-
priest and father [Anba ... ] and his assistant in
the apostolic ministry, our honored metropolitan
[Bishop] and father [Anba...], and from the
mouth of my own weakness. For blessed and full
of glory is Thy Holy Name, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. . . .

The second is the prayer of absolution to the Fa-

ther said after the fraction praver, which is conclud-
ed by the Lord’s Prayer:

Master, Lord God, the Almighty, healer of our
souls, our bodies and our spirits, Thou hast said to
our Father Peter, through the mouth of Thy Only-
begotten Son our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus
Christ, “Thou art Peter, and on this rock 1 build
My Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against her. I will deliver the keys of the Kingdom
of Heaven to thee, what thou bindst on earth shall
be bound in heaven, and what thou loosest on
earth shall be loosed in heaven.” May, O lord, Thy
servants, my fathers and brethren, and my own
weakness, be absolved from my mouth, through
Thy Holy Spirit, O good and lover of mankind. O
God, who hast borne the sin of the world, vouch-
safe to accept the repentance of Thy servants—as
a light toward knowledge and remission of sins.
For Thou art a kind and merciful God, forbearing,
righteous, and compassionate. If we have sinned
against Thee in word or in deed, do forgive us, for
Thou art good and lover of mankind. Absolve us,

lently, two other prayers are read aloud at certain
places during the liturgy.

The first is the prayer of absolution of the minis-
ters. At the conclusion of the offertory-consecratory
praver, all those ministering in the sanctuary go out
with their faces looking to the east. Then the ofhciat-
ing priest (or high-priest) prays the following absclu-
tion:

0 God, and absolve all Thy people [here the priest
makes mention of the names of living and dead
persons, and himself] of every sin, every curse,
every ungratefulness, every false oath, every en-
counter with ungodly heretics. Bestow upon us, O
Lord, a good mind and a power of understanding,
to flee from every iniquity till the end, and to do
those things which satisfy Thee every time. Write
our names together with all the host of Thy Saints
in the Kingdom of Heaven. In the Name of Jesus
Christ, our Lord . . .

May Thy servants, O Lord, ministering this day,
the hegumenos, the priest, the deacons, the clergy,




Observations

The absolution of ministers is designed to include,
besides the clergy and deacons, the whaole congrega-
tion. This is ample illustration of the importance that
the Coptic church attaches to the presence and par-
ticipation of the congregation during the service.
They are not passive onlockers, but active partakers,
forming an integral part of the service, and have
their own responses to chant throughout the entire
liturgy. The Eucharist, being the sacrament of the
true Body of Christ, is also the sacrament of the
church as a whole, with Christ at its head.

The Coptic rite is the only rite, with the exception
of the fourth-century rite of North Africa, that in-
cludes the praver of absolution to the Son, immedi-
ately after the fraction praver, which is analogous to
the inclusion of the prayer of absolution of minist-
ers—with such comprehensive nature as we have
seen above—right at the conclusion of the offering
of the sacrificial Lamb.

The praver of absolution of ministers is Further
evidence that a minister of the church, of whatever
rank, may take part in the eucharistic service with-
out obtaining proper absolution.

In the DIDACHE, which is the oldest eucharistic rite
for Sunday services, dating to the first century, both
confession and coneciliation occur immediately be-
fore the partaking of Holy Communion, so as to
guarantee absolute purity of the sacrifice.

BIBLIOGGRAPHY

‘Abd al-Masih al-Mas'ndi. Al-Khalaji al-Mugaddas. Cai-
ro, 1902,

‘A Sulaymén. Salawat al-Kanisah., Cairo, 1943,

Brightmann, L. E. W. Liturgies Eastern and Western,
Vol. 1. Oxford, 1896,

Cabrol, F. “Absolution.” In Dictionnaire d'archéologie
chrétienne et de liturgie, Vol. 1. Paris, 1907,

Gregorios, Anba. AlQivam al-Rohivvah fi Sirr al-
Tawhah, Caire, 1980.

Manqariyas ‘Awadallah. Manarar al- Agdas fi Sharh
Tugiis al-Kanisah al-Qibtiyvvah wa-al-Quddas. Cairo,
1981.

Matta al Miskin. Al-ffkharistivvah. Cairo, 1977.

ARCHBISHOF BASILI0S

ABSTINENCE, refraining from eating some or all
kinds of food. Abstinence differs from orthodox fast-
ing in that abstinence is not subject to the rules
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governing fasting. The practice, originally a form of
penitence, dates from the Old Testament (Lv. 11),
where elaborate prohibitionary rules were pre-
scribed. These were later abrogated in the New Tes-
tament, but the early Coptic fathers voluntarily re-
newed the practice of abstinence with more
vehemence as an individual demonstration of reli-
gious zeal, Saint ANTONY and his monks are said to
have abstained from all manner of food except
bread, salt, and water. Saint pacHOMIUS, though pre-
serving this tradition, was more lenient, allowing the
addition of a cabbage leaf to the cenobite’s suste-
nance. Among Coptic ascetics, total abstinence until
the rise of the first evening star was customary, espe-
cially during fast days. This practice was even inten-
sified among certain heretical sects such as the Man-
ichaeans and the Gnostics. Friday abstinence
commemorates the Passion of Jesus, and Wednesday
abstinence commemorates Job's suffering. Such
practices were generally upheld by the fathers of the
church, and some, such as Tertullian, extended the
abstinence days to Saturday. Coptic Protestants, how-
ever, rejected abstinence and fasting altogether,
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AZIZ 5. ATIYa

ABU. See Apa.

ABU AL-‘ALA’ FAHD IBN IBRAHIM. Aba

al-'Ala’ Fahd ibn Tbrahim first acted as Coptic secre-
tary to Barjawan, tutor of the young caliph al-nikm.
Barjawan at that time was at the zenith of his power
(in A.H. 387/aD 997). Fahd was given the honorary
title of al-ra’fs (president). His office itself enabled
him to have close contact with the caliph, especial-
ly during the mazalim (oppressions) meetings. Fahd
had no need to hide his religion because at that
period Christians were not yet persecuted. In AH.
338/aDp. 998 he was even officially present at the
Coptic feast of Ghitas, and at Easter the same year
he received presents from the caliph. When the
great gadi Muhammad ibn al-Nu'man died (Safar
388), he was ordered to make an inventory of his
possessions.
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In 1000, restless under his tutorship, the caliph
had Barjawén assassinated. Summoned to the pal-
ace during the night, Fahd had every reason to fear
for his safety. But, on the contrary, the caliph reas-
sured him and confirmed him in his charge of sec-
retary, but henceforth in the service of Barjawan's
successor, al-Husayn ibn al-Jawhar, son of the cele-
brated general of al-Mu'izz. He was solemnly in-
stalled together with his new master, on 26 Jumada
I 390/4 Mav 1000. His power and authority appear
to have aroused jealousy, for he was denounced to
the caliph by two other functionaries, Mahmud al-
Nahwt and Tbn al-*Addas.

The HISTORY OF THE PATRIARCHS by SAWIRUS IBN
ALMUGAFFA" (Vol. 2, p. 123; trans., A. S, Ativa, 1943
1968, p. 186) relates that al-Hakim tried without
success to get Fahd to convert to Islam, and so had
him decapitated. This was on B Jumada II 393/14
April 1003. His brother Abn al-Ghalib, leader of the
Diwan al-Nafagar (office of disbursement), hastened
to bring the victim's possessions—which, it was
said, amounted to 500,000 dinars—to the caliph.
Al-Hakim had them distributed to his heirs saying,
“We did not execute him because of his wealth.”
But Aba al-Ghilib was himself put to death shortly
afterward.

Fahd's place was taken by a Muslim, 'Ali ibn "Um-
ar ibn al-"Addas: at the same time a number of
Christian officials were imprisoned and their goods
seized.
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ABU AL-BARAKAT. See Ihn Kabar.

ABU AL-FADL ‘ISA IBN NASTURUS, Noth-
ing 15 known of the life of this Christian before he
became fnancial secretary during the caliphate of
the Fatimid al-‘Aziz, but he had probably been in the
financial administration for s