Commandment 7
Thou Shall Not Commit Adultery
Objective:  To discuss the seventh commandment and apply it to our lives.

References:  Contemplations on the Ten Commandments by HH Pope 


           Shenouda III

Scripture Verse:    You shall not commit adultery.  Exodus 20:14
Lesson Guidelines:

· Last week, we discussed the importance of reading the Bible. 
· With that in mind, let's read some advice from Proverbs 6:20-35:
·       My son, keep your father’s command, 
      And do not forsake the law of your mother. 
       21 Bind them continually upon your heart; 
      Tie them around your neck. 
       22 When you roam, they will lead you; 
      When you sleep, they will keep you; 
      And when you awake, they will speak with you. 
       23 For the commandment is a lamp, 
      And the law a light; 
      Reproofs of instruction are the way of life, 
       24 To keep you from the evil woman, 
      From the flattering tongue of a seductress. 
       25 Do not lust after her beauty in your heart, 
      Nor let her allure you with her eyelids     
·       26 For by means of a harlot 
      A man is reduced to a crust of bread; 
      And an adulteress will prey upon his precious life. 
       27 Can a man take fire to his bosom, 
    And his clothes not be burned? 
       28 Can one walk on hot coals, 
      And his feet not be seared? 
       29 So is he who goes in to his neighbor’s wife; 
      Whoever touches her shall not be innocent. 
       30 People do not despise a thief 
      If he steals to satisfy himself when he is starving. 
       31 Yet when he is found, he must restore sevenfold; 
      He may have to give up all the substance of his house. 
       32 Whoever commits adultery with a woman lacks understanding; 
      He who does so destroys his own soul. 
       33 Wounds and dishonor he will get, 
      And his reproach will not be wiped away. 
       34 For jealousy is a husband’s fury; 
      Therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance. 
       35 He will accept no recompense, 
      Nor will he be appeased though you give many gifts.
· God's boundary for sex is marriage.  The uniting of two through the Holy Spirit to become one.

· Marriage is a gift that God has given us, those made in His image, to participate with Him in giving Life.  The purpose of marriage is to give to the other--

· The giving of each partner to the other fully-- physically, emotionally and spiritually.  To totally reveal ourselves to another and to be accepted as we accept ourself-- Gen 2:24-25

· Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to  


       his wife, and they shall become one flesh. And they were both naked, 
  

      the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. Genesis 2:24-25

· Where God is, there can be only holiness, and mystery. What procreates and perpetuates life cannot be anything but a mystery. And holiness and mystery must be protected, guarded, and preserved against blasphemy, uncleanness, and irreverence. 
· To this end, God protected this union in the giving of the 7th commandment.  You shall not commit adultery.  Exodus 20:14
· Leviticus 20:10 tells us that the punishment for transgressing this commandment is death for both the adulterer and the adulteress.
· Malachi 2:16: For the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I hate divorce and marital separation and him who covers his garment [his wife] with violence. Therefore keep a watch upon your spirit [that it may be controlled by My Spirit], that you deal not treacherously and faithlessly [with your marriage mate].  Divorce-- the breaking of the union and the putting away of the spouse.  Always displayed unfaithfulness (either physically or more often today, emotionally/spiritually)
· In the New Testament, Jesus, Himself, addresses this issue when answering a question from the Pharisees in Matthew 19:1-8

·  Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these sayings, that He departed from Galilee and came to the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. 2 And great multitudes followed Him, and He healed them there.
3 The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?” 
4 And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’5 and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.” 
7 They said to Him, “Why then did Moses command to give a certificate of divorce, and to put her away?” 
8 He said to them, “Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. 9 And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality] and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery.”

· So, we know that this is the law. And we know that God is in marriage and that He hates adultery and ensuing divorce to the degree that his own soul is destroyed. (Pro 6)
· The big question we should be having is WHY?  Why all the hubub bub?  We live in a culture where people divorce and remarry all the time-- sometimes multiple times.  Is adultery and divorce really that big an issue?  
· What's really at stake here?  To answer, let's look at Ephesians 5:28-33 : 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 30 For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 31 “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. 32 This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.
· Our marriage is designed to reflect Christ's unfailing love for the Church.  When we commit adultery, we are telling the world that Christ/God is not faithful and we are bearing false witness against our Creator and affecting the salvation of others!
· In this one act, we have broken the entire law by not loving God and not loving our neighbors.
· Clement of Alexandria

· 

"That Scripture counsels marriage, however, and never allows any release from the union, is expressly contained in the law: ‘You shall not divorce a wife, except for reason of immorality.’ And it regards as adultery the marriage of a spouse, while the one from whom a separation was made is still alive. ‘Whoever takes a divorced woman as wife commits adultery,’ it says; for ‘if anyone divorce his wife, he debauches her’; that is, he compels her to commit adultery. And not only does he that divorces her become the cause of this, but also he that takes the woman and gives her the opportunity of sinning; for if he did not take her, she would return to her husband" (Miscellanies 2:23:145:3 [A.D. 208]).

· By protecting from adultery of remarriage, the Fathers allow a way of reconciliation and restoration which is the gospel!
· Jesus ups the ante even further in Matthew 5:27-28: “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’28 But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 

· Every sin has its beginning in the thoughts That's why we are told to take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ (2 Cor 10:5)
· It is so important to guard our senses and consider TV, movies, internet, music etc.  How many of us listen to music with sexual lyrics and watch movies or TV shows that glorify sex outside marriage and wonder why we find it so hard in this area or act shocked when we fall.  

· Ungodly thoughts are a result of allowing garbage in and chewing on it (dwelling/fantasizing) 

· Example of birds flying overhead but not allowing to rest in hair

· A wise person has said "What we know about is what we think about, what we think about we desire and what we desire, we pursue."  

· Our senses are the doorway to our soul then in that they are the portal for us to "know" things. 

· If we guard our senses and allow only good in then our desires will become purified and we will pursue holiness and we will walk on the straight path. 
· May we be like Job in 31 “I have made a covenant with my eyes; and may God give us wisdom to heed His instruction.

      

Glory Be to God Forever

