JOSEPH II
How God worked in Joseph’s life to bring about personal change, to turn evil into good and to fulfill a purpose that benefitted many.
Background
Joseph was not brought up in the model home, there were many problems in his family situation as well as many character flaws that he had personally which contributed to the situation. 

1. Jacob had married two wives who bore children and he also had children from two handmaidens, thus he had12 sons who were vying for their position with him. What made matters worse was the fact that Jacob preferred Rachel and her two sons Joseph and Benjamin over the other brothers. He also publicly displayed this affection by making a special tunic for Joseph. Thus, the other brothers struggled to win favor with Jacob and they hated Joseph for all the attention he got. Gen 37:3-4 
2. Joseph also enjoyed the position of being the favored one and was not afraid to flaunt it – he reported bad things about his brothers to his father (Gen 37:2).
3. Joseph lacked wisdom – he had these dreams that his brothers would bow down before him and rather than keep these dreams to himself he told them to his brothers and was insensitive to his brothers’ feelings. Gen 37:5-8
This situation fueled much hatred in the hearts of Joseph’s brothers and so they did what they did. 

Joseph’s attitude however was not pleasing to God  and through the chain of events that ensued we see how God used these situations to bring about change in Joseph’s character. 
First he was enslaved to the Egyptians, then place in prison. There was no comfortable bosom to hide in anymore. 

Joseph was now learning how it felt to be mistreated and unloved, maybe how some of his brother’s felt back home with their father.

Joseph’s change is evident when he does not show off his ability to interpret dreams but how he humbly attributes this gift to God when he interprets the dream of the butler and the chief baker.
So was Joseph ever bitter or pity himself for all the mistreatment he received whether it was from his brothers or from the Egyptians?

There is no doubt that he suffered greatly because in many occasions the Bible states that he wept Gen42:24. 
So how did he overcome the self-pity and bitterness

1. He allowed God to heal his heart – Genesis 41:51- 52. Joseph certainly felt anguish and humiliation in his exile and from his betrayal but he saw God as the one who healed and provided for him.

2. He understood that God used all of these events in his life to fulfill the mission that Joseph was supposed to do.  Genesis 45:4-8. God is the ultimate orchestrator of our lives, He has a plan and purpose for each one of us and He uses the events and circumstances in our lives to ultimately fulfill the purpose and goal he has for us. 

3. He saw God’s hand working to bring about good from all the evil that had happened to him – Genesis 50:20. Even when  we are in a situation that sets us up for failure like living in a troubled home like Joseph, or making unwise decisions that do ultimately hurt us, we must remember that God is infinitely powerful and infinitely loving, and cares solely about our salvation and is able to turn any situation into good if it is for our spiritual benefit. 

Joseph’s knowledge of how God is infinitely good is what saved him from destructive self-pity. Rather than going through life wondering why God allowed this and asking Him “how could you let this happen?” He simply trusted that this would ultimately turn out into good because God had his best interest in mind all along. 
“Joseph displayed his deep faith in the omnipotence of God – overriding Satan, demonic powers, and wicked men to work out His sovereign will and unfrustratable plan. Faith lifted the whole sordid crime out of the pit of misery and self-recrimination and placed it on the mountain peak of divine sovereignty where God’s forgiving grace not only heals but wipes away the past and the pain.”

Bitterness and self-pity are self-destructive – they place a barrier between us and God in our relationship with Him. They reveal a lack of faith on our part that God is in control of our lives and that God has ability to bring about good from hurtful situations. 

It also blocks the way for forgiveness of others.  What would the average person have done if he was in Joseph’s situation and then reconciled to his brothers?

Also, when we are absorbed in self-pity it becomes very easy for us to forget about the problems and needs of others and to be focused on ourselves. So in order to help us overcome self-pity we should divert our attention of the problems of others and there will always be someone who has a problem worse than ours. 

That’s what Joseph did, he helped the chief butler and the baker by listening to their tales of woe and interpreting their dreams. 
A man who lost his family in a flood, said “Every time I wanted to cry, someone else needed help and I felt compelled to offer. I was so consumed with helping others that I had no time to worry about myself.”

We also see that after he was reunited to his brothers, there was no more anger or hatred between them. This indicates that God had changed all of their hearts. The brothers felt guilty over what they had done for the past 17 years Gen 42:21-22.  God in his infinite love wanted to:

1. Relieve them of that guilt, 

2. Re-unite the whole family, 

3. Provide for them during the famine, 

4. Preserve the whole Israelite nation! 
God’s wisdom is infinite and far beyond our understanding but His purposes are always good even if they don’t seem that way at first. 

