


Asaph <l

Asaph is a Hebrew name meaning the uniter.

There are three characters named Asaph in the bible:
1- Asaph the psalmist.

2- Asaph the “recorder” in the time of Hezekiah (2Kings 18:18,37).
3- Asaph the “keeper of Artaxerxes the King'’s forest.(Neh. 2:8).
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Asaph the psalmist. lived in Jerusalem (1020 - 920 BC). .
From the tribe of Levi, he is the son of Berekiah (1Chr 6:39)

Asaph was a young priest when David brought the Ark of the
Covenant up to Jerusalem in about 995 BC. (1Chr 15:16-19)

He worked as the director of music at
- David's Tent of Meeting . (1Chr 16:4-5)

| Asaph is called the seer similar to the
1 rest of the chief singers. (2Chr 29:30)
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Asaph was so talented that David put him in charge of the music
before the Ark of the Covenant.

Asaph kept that position at least until the dedication of the Temple
in Jerusalem almost forty years later. At that time the worship
services of the Tent of Meeting were consolidated in Solomon's
Temple, and the Ark of the Covenant was reinstalled in its rightful
place in the Holy of Holies.
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From the tribe of Asaph 128 singers
returned from captivity (Az 2:41)
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And when the builders laid the
foundation of the temple of the
LORD during Zerubbabel, they set
the priests in their apparel with
trumpets, and the Levites the sons F'R °
of Asaph with cymbals, to praise the - I3
LORD. (Ezra 3:10)
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Psalms of Asaph

The Psalms of Asaph are the twelve psalms numbered
50 and 73 — 83 of the Book of Psalms.

What Is a Psalm?

Psalm = (Greek psal/mos)
Hebrew = mizmdr = song.

The Book of Psalms was the
church's first song book.

David, the author of many of the
psalms.




David

Asaph

Sons of Korah
A Levitical family

Ethan

Heman

Solomon

Moses

No title

The role of the Author

Named as author of nearly half the collection.

Was from a Levitical family. He founded the temple
choir as chief musician (1 Chronicles 15;17-19;
chapter 16).

Singers and musicians of the temple choir founded
by Heman the Ezrahite (1 Chronicles 6:31-46).

From a Levitical family and founded one of the
temple choirs (1 Chronicles 16:41; 25:1-6).

Called "Heman the Musician" (1 Chronicles 6:33)
and was founder of a temple choir.

Third king of Israel
Leader during the Exodus

No title at all
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73 psalms

Psalms 50,
73:83 (12)

Psalms: 42:49,
84, 85, 87 (11)

Psalm 89, 39,
62, 77 (4)

Psalm 88
(1)

Psalms 72,
127 (2)

Psalm 90, 100
(2)

46



Why is there a difference between the psalms’ numbers?
The deference came from the translation.

Example: Psalm # 9 in the Septuagint translation is equal to
psalms # 9 & 10 in the Hebrew translation. (which is the
translation we commonly use).
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Psalm 73 LT
Asaph’s trial ol Ay s

How can we explain the wicked people’s happiness and easy life,
even with the existence of GOD almighty ?
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For | was envious (jealous) at the foolish, when / saw the
prosperity of the wicked. Psalm 73.3
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But as for me, my feet had stumbled;
My steps had nearly slipped. 73.2
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Behold, these are the ungodly, who are always at ease,
they increase in riches. Psalm 7312
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They are not in trouble as other men, nor are they plagued like

other men. Psalm 73:56 ; . b
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Their eyes stand out with fatness: they have more than heart

could wish. Psalm 737

For there are no bands in their death. but their strength is firm.

Psalm 73.4 , .

They set their mouth against the heavens, and their tongue walks

through the earth. Psa/im 739 ;
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And they say, How does God know? and is there
knowledge in the most High? Psalm 73717
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Asaph was struck with doubt. AL Gl Cal a8

"Surely | have cleansed my heart /7 vain, and washed
my hands in innocence. " Psalm 73:13
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Thus far, | held tight to the Christian morals, but what
good have | received?



For all the day long have | been plagued, and chastened
every morning. Psalm 7374
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solution EM‘

Until | went into the sanctuary of God; then understood
their end. Psalm 73:17
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He found the greatest place to overcome his doubt, was
in the house of God where he entered into a deep
relationship with God
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Oh, How they are brought to desolation, as in a moment!
Psalm 73.:19 Tl L SR

Heavenly eternal life

in a moment|

eternal punishment

As a dream when one awakes,; Psalm 73:20




| was so foolish, and ignorant: | was like a beast before You.
Psalm 73.22

Nevertheless | am continually with You. You hold me by my right

But /f /s good for me to draw near fo
God: | have put my trust in the Lord
GOD, that | may declare all Your works.
. Psalm 73.28




The Rich Man and Lazarus

R Luke 16-19:31
There was a certain rich man, who was

clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared § G R 1l
sumptuously every day. But there was a 4 i
certain beggar named Lazarus, full of
sores who was laid at his gate, desiring | Sl S SGEuupi | ||
to be fed with the crumbs which fell from i AR
the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs F# #% = Kl gty

came and licked his sores. | 4
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So it was that the beggar died,
and was carried by the angels
to Abraham’s bosom: the rich
man also died, and was buried,;
And , being in torments in

But Abraham said, Son, remember
that thou in your lifetime you
received your good things, and
likewise Lazarus evil things: but
now he is comforted, and you are
tormented.
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Conclusion

We should not envy the wicked their success

We should always live with the hope of eternal life.
Fixing our eyes on heavenly riches.

We should emphasize to our children that gaining
wealth and power is not the ultimate goal in life. Even
though the media surrounding them and us values
material success.

We should never worry about anything since the Lord
Himself has complete control over our lives.

Thus it is better for us to be likened to Lazarus than to
the rich man.



Because narrow | 1|5\
/s the gate, and
difficult is the
way, which leads
fo life, and there
are few who find
it
Matthew 7:14
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